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1. Shakespeare, a typical Renaissance 'character'

Why was the period between 1570 and 1620 one of the most exciting periods in     English literature? What new developments influenced the literature of the time?

In what way do Shakespeare's life and work reflect the new trends of the Renaissance?

In which respect was Shakespeare outstanding?

Use paragraphs to organize your arguments. Only mention what you think is really relevant.

2. Hamlet's Diary

After his famous soliloquy “To be, or not to be” (III.i.56-88) Hamlet returns to his room to write his diary. He discusses his thoughts on death and suicide, his state of mind and his incapability to act.

Use modern Standard English to convey his ideas, thoughts and feelings.
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