Make Your Point
   Year 6, Quarter III

Now it's time to say what you think. We will look at some controversial issues, form an opinion on them and learn the best ways of persuading others in writing and speaking.

	Feb. 25th 


	Course overview and assessment criteria

Controversial issues hit parade

Choosing a group topic
	Research: collect arguments, facts and figures for the topic of your choice. Print 2-3 texts and bring them to class on March 3rd. 

Bring your Newby Grammar books (yellow and green) every Friday!!!!!

	Feb. 28th 
	Language work and oral practice

LW: Work in small groups (max. 4 students) 

OP: Groups will discuss controversial issues with Mr. Wardell and Mrs. Pölzleitner
	Read one of your info-articles carefully and highlight important information.

Write 3 phrases on vocab cards.

	Mar. 3rd
 
	Writing good paragraphs

What is a paragraph?

Finding topic sentences and thesis statement in a sample essay (Tobacco Essay)


	Write a well-structured paragraph based upon one of the following topic sentences:

· Television encourages passive enjoyment.

· Television encourages violent behavior.

· Whole generations are growing up addicted to the telly.

· Television provides an outlet for creative talents.

· Television offers enormous possibilities for education.



	Mar. 7th
	LW and OP
	Read a second info-text about your topic. Highlight + write 3 vocab cards. Bring your info texts to class on Tuesday.

	Mar. 11th

	Sharing vocab. and information

Basic Essay Guidelines: The Five Paragraph Essay

Working backwards: essay – thesis statement – topic sentences - outline
	Outline your homework essay by Friday



	Mar. 14th
	Hand in your essay outline (keep a copy for yourself)

LW and OP
	Write three now vocab cards

	Mar. 18th

	Repairing and essay: Abuse of the Innocent


	Write your essay by March 25th. Bring a typed version (12 pt, double line spacing, indent paragraphs)

	Mar. 21st
	no class
	Don't forget to read your novel and write an entry into your reading diary. 

	Mar. 25th

	Peer-conferencing essays

Topic related vocab work: Using monolingual dictionaries

Groups create a vocab. poster and write new cards


	Revise your essay by Apr. 1st.

	Mar. 28th
	LW and OP
	...

	Apr. 1st

	Deadline for revised essays. No late work will be accepted.

Outlining practice
	Write a well-structured opening paragraph (and thesis statement) for one of the essay outlines you have produced in class.

	Apr. 4th 
	LW and OP
	Practice outlining essays for the test. Hand in an outline for extra credit.

	Apr. 8th

	Essay writing test: Bring your dictionaries
	Finish your novel and update your reading diary. 

Bring your annotated novel and reading diary to class on the 11th.

	Apr. 11th
	Book circles


	

	
	Easter Break 
	

	Apr. 25th
	Book presentations
	


Reading a Novel:

Read the novel you chose at the end of quarter II and mark interesting passages. Don't hesitate to write into your books. Mark anything that might be important (character descriptions, behavior, feelings, setting, foreshadowing, symbols...odd events...) Use marginal notes to help you find passages later.

Write two 10-minute non-stop entries into your reading diary. Remember: Plot summaries can be found in the internet, we are interested in your personal reactions and responses to the book.

Finish your reading  by April 11th. You will have the chance to share your reactions and discuss the novels in your groups. 

Book presentations will be different this quarter. 

Choose a very important and typical page in your novel and be prepared to discuss it with the class. April 25th is the only date reserved for book presentations. Please schedule doctor's appointments and other 'outings' on another day.

Assessment

	Essay writing:


	Test Essay

Homework Essay
	· Outlining

· Clear thesis statement

· Well-structured paragraphs with a topic sentence

· Appropriate vocabulary and style

· Language (grammar)

· Mechanics (spelling, paragraphing and layout)
	50

	Oral performance
	At least one OP session. 

Sign up for as many oral practice sessions as you want.
	· Convincing arguments

· fluent, convincing interaction and response to counterarguments

· appropriate vocab.

· correct grammar

· pronunciation/intonation
	10

	Reading
	Annotated novel!!!

Reading diary

Active participation in the book circle

Presentation to another group
	· knowledge of the plot

· understanding the characters

· understanding of symbolism and theme(s)
	10

	Language work
	Grammar books and

Grammar folder
	· Amount of language work 

· Quality of language work (clarity, relevance,  efficiency)


	20

	Active class participation

and time management
	in discussions and groupwork


	· keeping deadlines

· effort

· active participation in discussions

· efficient work in groups

· well-organized materials
	10


Language Work:

This quarter you will have time to clean up your grammar. Bring your Newby Grammar books every Friday and tackle one or two grammar points every week. Decide in your group which topic you want to start with. Do the self-test to help you locate your weak-spots.

Start by reading the rules and explanations in the yellow book. Then do the exercises in the yellow book. Decide whether you have fully understood the problem. If you are unsure do the exercises in the green book. Ask your teacher whenever you feel lost or need extra materials (explanations, exercises).

Enter the topics and materials in the list below and collect all your worksheets in a plastic binder.

	Date
	Grammar topic
	Materials (book, exercise number,  page nr.)
	Handwritten work on sheet nr: ..... in my folder

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Extra Note for Native Speakers

Dear Ben,

Dear Victoria,

This quarter I have reserved quite a lot of time for grammar work. Most of your classmates need to brush up the old grammar rules concerning the use of tenses, prepositions etc.

As native speakers you do not need such practice.

There are, however, a few other areas where you might need some practice. Please  use class-time efficiently. It is your own time that you can use for your own progress.

Carpe diem

Alternative tasks for native speakers:

Outlining essays: To make your essays even more convincing and persuasive make at least three essay outlines for different topics of your choice. Try out different brainstorming methods and plan your arguments carefully.

Extra oral practice: Work with a partner and find a topic you disagree upon. Each of you collects arguments for a few minutes. Then fight it out! Try to convince your partner.

Research: Use some of the class-time on researching facts for your essay paper. Your paper should be longer and more thoroughly researched than your Austrian classmates' essays.

Help your friends: It is o.k. to help your friends if they need advice with their language work or vocab work. You might help check their vocab cards. Please be a critical friend. Only accept complete sentences with a typical context on these cards.

Your own ideas: If you have any alternative suggestions for using your time efficiently, let me know.

E. Pölzleitner
Essay-quarter.doc / 2004-12-06 / Page 2 of 5

