Make Your Point
   Year 6, Quarter II

Now it's time to say what you think. We will look at some controversial issues, form an opinion on them and learn the best ways of persuading others in writing and speaking.

	Session
	
	

	1
5.12.
	Discuss 3 common errors: Start your personal language book.

Overview of course and assessment

Controversial issues hit parade

Choosing a group topic

Choosing a novel: Read one of the novels to prepare for our trip to Rapid City
Lakota Woman Tie in, Mary Crow Dog, 

Black Elk Speaks, John Neihardt, Vine Deloria, und Alexis N. Petri

Gardens in the Dunes, Leslie Marmon Silko

Waterlily, Ella Cara Deloria

Mean Spirit,  Linda Hogan 
	Research: collect arguments, facts and figures for the topic of your choice. Print 2-3 texts and bring them to class on ………….. Read your texts carefully and highlight the main arguments. Be prepared to discuss your topic with your teacher or co-teacher.

Choose one of the 5 novels and get your copy before Christmas. 

	2
12.12.
	3 common errors

Writing good paragraphs

What is a paragraph?

Finding topic sentences and thesis statement in a sample essay (Tobacco Essay)

Find the thesis statements and topic sentences in the articles that you have brought to class.

Short discussion groups with Mr. Wardell.


	Write a well-structured paragraph based upon one of the following topic sentences:

· Television encourages passive enjoyment.

· Television encourages violent behavior.

· Whole generations are growing up addicted to the telly.

· Television provides an outlet for creative talents.

· Television offers enormous possibilities for education.

Re-read your info-articles carefully.

Write 10 phrases on vocab cards. Choose phrases that you might want to use in your own essay. 

	3
19.12.
	Your books have arrived:
What is an Indian?


	

	Christmas
	Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
	Use the time to read your novel

	4

9.1.
	Hand in your paragraph about TV…

3 common errors

Basic Essay Guidelines: The Five Paragraph Essay

Working backwards: essay – thesis statement – topic sentences - outline
	Outline your homework essay by 16.1.
Study the cohesive devices and do the exercises in your package

Collect 5 phrases for your vocab book.

	5

16.1.
	3 common errors

Discuss your essay outline with Mr. Wardell or Mrs. Pölzleitner
Revising and Improving: Do the activities in the package.

Repairing an essay: Abuse of the Innocent
	Write your essay by 23.1. Bring a typed version (12 pt, double line spacing, indent paragraphs)

Collect 5 good  essay-phrases for you voc.collection

	6

23.1.
	3 common errors

Peer-conferencing essays

Topic related vocab work: Using monolingual dictionaries

Groups create a vocab. poster and write new cards

Useful phrases …: Find all the expressions on the worksheet in your MLD and write an additional sample phrase into your vocab book.


	Don’t forget to read your novel, mark interesting passages and keep a reading diary. 

Revise your essay by Feb 4th 

Practice outlining essays for the test. Hand in an outline for extra credit.

Finish vocab work and study the new phrases.

	7

30.1.
	Deadline for revised essays. No late work will be accepted.

Essay writing test: Bring your dictionaries
	Bring your annotated novel and reading diary to class on the 6th.

Complete your vocab collection and bring it to class on the 6th.

	8

6.2.
	Test correction: common errors

Book circles and planning of presentations
	

	9
13.2.
	Book circles
	


Reading a Novel:

Read the novel of your choice and mark interesting passages. Don't hesitate to write into your books. Mark anything that might be important (character descriptions, behavior, feelings, setting, foreshadowing, symbols...odd events...) Use marginal notes to help you find passages later.

Write two 10-minute non-stop entries into your reading diary. Remember: Plot summaries can be found in the internet, we are interested in your personal reactions and responses to the book.

Finish your reading  by Feb 6th. You will have the chance to share your reactions and discuss the novels in your groups. Check the handout on book-presentations for details.
Collect at least 20 good phrases in your vocab book: Don’t forget to look the words up in your MLD and find a second example of its usage. Use colors, doodles... to help you remember the phrases and leave enough space between them on your page.

Assessment

	Essay writing:
	Test Essay


	· Outlining

· Clear thesis statement

· Well-structured paragraphs with a topic sentence

· Appropriate vocabulary and style

· Language (grammar)

· Mechanics (spelling, paragraphing and layout)
	50

	Essay writing:


	Homework Essay
	· As above

	

	Reading
	Annotated novel!!!

Reading diary

Active participation in the book circle


	· knowledge of the plot

· understanding the characters

· understanding of symbolism and theme(s)

· quality of the presentation and choice of typical page
	

	Language work and Vocab work
	Careful correction of all your errors and the common errors discussed in class

Collection of phrases in vocab book

Any extra work is very welcome
	· Vocab collection: amount and efficiency
· Do extra running dictations to improve your vocabulary

· Amount of language work (if your English is weak do extra work in the green Newby. Hand in your work regularly. Always put a date on the sheets in your grammar folder)


	

	Active class participation

and time management
	in discussions and groupwork


	· keeping deadlines

· effort

· active participation in discussions

· efficient work in groups

· well-organized materials

· no chatting and other disruptive behavior
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