Year 8/Quarter 2: 







English

Formal writing and speaking: 

We will use current newspaper and magazine articles to help us form an opinion on controversial issues and then practice expressing ourselves in an appropriate style. We will also learn how to write business letters and put together an effective curriculum vitae.

	Date:
	In class:
	Homework:

	Dec 7th 
	Discussion of special topics for the oral Matura

Requirements for English (core-topics)
	Fill in your core-reading topics and make an outline for your special topic by Jan 11th.

	Dec 14th
	Introduction, course objectives, assessment 

Steps of essay writing

Read essay 1 ("Buying the Lie") and highlight the thesis, topic sentences and conclusion.

Use another color to mark five new vocabulary items (phrases/idioms) that you would like to remember. Collect all your vocab. items on a  special vocab. sheet. 
	Read essay 2 ("Just a Silly Joke") and design  its outline. Bring the outline to class on the 21st.. 
Choose 5 new vocab. items that you want to use in essays and add them to your list.


	Dec 21st

	Discussing and comparing outlines for essay 2
Choosing a topic for your independent essay and making an outline

Reassembling essay 3 !("Playing God")

Highlighting parts

Choosing 5 vocab. items


	Write the first draft of your essay by Jan 13th. Your essay MUST be typed, use a 12pt font and  double line spacing. (500 words)

Most important DEADLINE!!!

Bring your vocab collection to the next session.

	
	Christmas Holidays

Merry Christmas 

and a 

Happy New Year
	Use the time to read one of the books for your special topic and write a reading diary. Focus on your main topic or theme and mark interesting passages and symbols that you will need later for your project.


	Jan 11th 
	Deadline for special topic outlines and Matura core-lists

Peer conferencing essays!!!

Vocab. work and cohesive devices
Practice sheets: editorial writing
	Revise your essay (reorganize if necessary, add and improve arguments, correct errors, polish vocabulary...) by Jan 18th.


	Jan 18th

	DEADLINE for finished essays

Practice for the test: 

Working back and outlining essay 4 ("Dow Recycles Reality")

Choosing 5 vocab. items

Listening Practice
	Reassemble essay 5a or 5b

("Drugs" or  "The Business of Education" ) Cut up the sheet and put the paragraphs into the correct order. Glue them on a sheet and highlight its parts. Choose 5 vocab. items

	Jan 25th

	Test: Write a well-structured, convincing essay


	

	Feb. 1st

	Finding out the characteristics of formal letters

How to write a CV

Return tests, discuss improvements

	Imagine yourself in 10 years. Where will you be?

What job would you want to apply for?

Write a short CV (invent details of your education and experience) and a formal cover letter asking for an interview for your  desired job.

Deadline: Feb 10th.

Correct your test very carefully:

1. Language correction (numbered errors)

2. Revise your text, mark the changes



	Feb 8th

	Deadline for course folders (CV, cover letter, test + correction, essay package (drafts, feedback…) vocab work, 1-2 good outlines, listening tasks,  reading diary, self assessment)
Listening practice and oral work


	

	Feb. 15th

	Listening practice and oral work 

	


Assessment: Core English, Quarter II: 

Formal Writing and Speaking

Look at the following goals and objectives of our course. Whenever you feel you have reached one of the goals mark it in this table and collect evidence that shows your achievements. At the end of the quarter check this list again and see whether you have reached any additional goals. At this point also mark goals that you have reached partially. Then link your points with a line to draw your personal learning profile and color the area beneath your learning curve to see your own strengths and weaknesses.

For final course assessment hand in a course portfolio including the following items:

· Your self-assessment

· Evidence to prove that you have reached the class goals (assignments, test, test correction (errors) and revised copy (content and org.), reading diary, vocab work, listening tasks and any extra work you have done...)

· Organize your folder clearly. It is your responsibility to convince me of the quality of your work.

Self-Assessment: Formal Writing and Speaking

10= excellent, 9= very good, 8=good, 7=average, 6= fair (pass-mark), 5= poor, 4= very poor, 3-1= no evidence
	
	Formal Writing Skills:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	10
	I can write an effective CV (convincing content, clear organization, professional layout).


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	I can write a formal letter using appropriate language and formatting.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	30


	I can plan and write an effective essay that clearly supports a thesis statement. I use convincing arguments and clear organization and appropriate link words.

Test:

Homework:


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Language Skills:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20


	I use efficient and idiomatic vocabulary to express my arguments clearly and efficiently.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20


	I use a variety of appropriate constructions (grammar) to express my ideas efficiently. (see also assessment scale for written work)

I use correct spelling, punctuation and paragraphing.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Listening and Oral Skills 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	I understand the main message and most of the details of the listening samples.

I can answer the questions to the point. 

I speak English in class (in plenary and group-discussions)

I can argue a point convincingly and appropriately (putting forward valid arguments, responding to the other speaker)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Reading Skills
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	I have read ........... book(s) and have kept a 

reading diary that shows my critical reading skills
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Response Guide

Content and Organization

· How convincing is the definition and description of the problem?

· Who does the essay address?

· Have I as a reader understood the problem? Am I able to summarize it in a few words?

· How has the writer dealt with alternative solutions?

· How well-balanced is the text?

· Where is the writer's proposal? Where am I told how to implement the solution?

· Why should I have confidence in the writer? Is the tone appropriate?

Language and Style

· What words, expressions, images or other details of interest do I find striking and effective?

· What words and expressions seem unnecessary, flat, vague, or repetitive?

· What sentences are too long, too short or too difficult to follow?

· How logical are the links between the paragraphs?
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