

In this quarter we are going to read a variety of short stories, find out what makes a short story a "short story" and then try our hand at writing our own. This will be a good starting point for studying the techniques writers use to create interesting and original literature. You will also work with your monolingual dictionary.

Timetable

	Date
	
	In class
	Homework 

	
	1
	Intro: Objectives, assignments and assessment of quarter I.
Groupwork: 

Fable, tale and short-story: what are the characteristics of each type of story?
	Read the information about fables, tales and short stories and transfer the information to the grid.

Get a new vocab-book (A4, ruled, no margin) and a reading diary (A4, ruled + margin) or bring your old reading diary.

	
	2
	Plenary discussion of  fable, tale and short-story.


	Read and highlight the information on narrative features and summarize one part by ………………. Your summary should be a quick-reference study aid for your peers. Print six copies of your summary so you can share them in your group. Don’t let your friends down!!!!!

	
	3
	Narrative Features: group-work and plenary discussion


	Study the narrative features for the quiz on ……………………./or..

Narrative Features take-home quiz
Read “A&P” and write a 10-minute response into your reading diary.

	
	4
	"A&P": discuss the story 

Evaluating the story (narrative features)

Drawing a plot diagram
	Prepare "Ace in the Hole"

Preparing a story always means that you read the story carefully, highlight important passages, choose 5 vocab. items (phrases) and write them in your vocab-book, and write a 10-minute non-stop response.



	
	5
	"Ace in the Hole": Sharing responses, 

discussing the story.

Vocab activity: working with the monolingual dictionaries

Writing practice: using colorful verbs 


	Finish the “Ace in the Hole” worksheets.

Study the new phrases you have collected from A&P and “Ace…” . Pick 5 phrases 

at random and write a short paragraph (100 words) where you use all five. 

Prepare “The Singing Lesson”.

	
	6
	Discussion of “The Singing Lesson”

Writing a group story: "Waiting for the Bus": Plan your part
	Write your part of the bus-story and bring your typed text to class on the 9th.

Prepare  “The Storm” by ……………..


	
	7
	Assembling bus-stories and polishing them in groups.

Discussing and comparing bus-stories (group stories and 2 published stories)
	Read your novel and don’t forget to do the while-reading tasks (feelings, reading diary, “sensible words”, settings)

	
	8
	"The Storm"

Developing realistic settings 

Use of tenses and aspect for describing settings/background 

Write a paragraph describing a story setting.
	Choose one of the poems (last page of your “Short Story Writing Package” and write an original short story based upon it. Use the story planning sheet (Story Map) to outline your story before you start. Write your story by ……………..

	
	9
	Peer-conferencing short stories
	Revise your short story and hand it in together with your first draft and peer comments.

Study the vocab you have collected. It’ll be useful in the test.

Keep reading your novel and collecting vocab (sensible words, feelings)

	
	10
	Deadline for your short stories 

TEST: Writing a short story from pictures or poems 
	Prepare "Hills Like White Elephants”

	
	11
	"Hills Like White Elephants"

Share your responses in groups and compare them to the American student’s response.

Comparing classically designed short stories with modern short stories
	Prepare "Everyday Use"

Clean up your reading diaries and vocab collection and hand it in on ………………..


	
	12
	"Everyday Use"

Point of view: choosing the right pt. of view

Rewriting a paragraph from a different angle (into reading diaries)
Deadline for reading diaries and vocab collection for this quarter.
	Finish your paragraph (different point of view) if you haven’t done so in class.

Read "The Tell Tale Heart" and  focus on the atmosphere of the story in your reading diary.

	
	13
	"The Tell Tale Heart"

Poe's theory of composition

Creating atmosphere
	Read “Young Goodman Brown”. Highlight all the symbols that you can find in the text.

	
	14
	“Young Goodman Brown”

 
	Prepare “A Perfect Day for Bananafish”. Instead of writing a free response, write down as many questions about the story as you can think of. (Real questions that you have.)

	
	15
	“A Perfect Day for Bananafish”
	Prepare “The Euphio Question” and “The Telephone Call”
Do the same as above: Write questions instead of a free response

	
	16
	“The Euphio Question”

“The Telephone Call”
	Finish your novels and collection of feelings and sense-words.

Bring your lists and the books to class on Friday.

	
	17
	Remaining lessons: 

Book circles and choosing books for the next quarter …
	


Course Requirements and Assessment

	Write a regular reading diary (10 minutes non-stop per story). Respond to the stories, reflect upon the characters' behavior, put down questions you want to discuss in class, note interesting features of the story (plot development, setting, tone and style, symbols, point of view,  main theme). 

After discussing the stories in class always add further comments about the new things you have learned and noticed in the story.


	Vvery poor
	Ffair
	Aaverage
	Gwell

done
	 excellent



	Class Participation: Participate actively in the discussion of the short stories. You are not expected to have perfect answers but lots of questions and passages that you find interesting, you wonder about…..

	
	
	
	
	

	Read, read, read…: Read at least one novel and keep a reading diary. Find a friend or two who are going to read the same book so you have a few partners for the reading circle at the end of the quarter. Read as many books as you can and write short entries in your reading diary. Ask lots of questions, such as “I wonder why…”  - you will get a chance to discuss these with your friends, Mr. Wardell or me.  If you have questions while reading the book – just bring it along and ask for discussion time with Mr. Wardell or me during workshop phases.

If you want to present a book to the class, bring it along without prior notice. We always appreciate short (5minute) presentations that will encourage your classmates to try a book. 
	
	
	
	
	

	Vocabulary Collection:

Choose 5 new phrases from every story we read. Concentrate mainly on phrases that 

· describe feelings and sensual experiences (see colored sheet)

· describe realistic settings

· describe characters and their behavior

1. Highlight the phrases of your choice in the text

2. Look up the exact meaning and usage in your monolingual dictionary

3. Write the phrase in your vocabulary-book as described on “Tips for keeping and using a vocab-book”.

4. Practice and study the phrases in order to use them in your writing.
	
	
	
	
	

	Write a short story based on one of the poems in your "Writing a Story" package. Have a peer conference and revise your story carefully before handing it  in.

Hand in 1st draft, peer comments and 2nd draft. 
WARNING: Start early and set your own deadline before the official one. Absolutely no late stories will be accepted! If you are ill, e-mail your story to me on the day where it is due!
	
	
	
	
	

	Narrative writing tasks and understanding of narrative features: Collect your short samples of narrative writing done in class and be prepared to hand them in every lesson. Most of these samples will be marked immediately. Please use the feedback you get and revise these passages carefully.  Collect both first drafts and revised passages to prove your growth, development and effort.
	
	
	
	
	

	Test: Short story (2 hours) (50%)
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Characteristics of the Fable, Tale and Short Story

Read through the information on fables, tales and short stories in your discussion groups and transfer the information to the grid below.

	Fable:



	Tale:



	Short Story:
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