

Ernest Hemingway, (1898-1961)
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Alice Walker, (1944 -  )


"Everyday Use"

John Updike, (1932 -  )


"Ace in the Hole"

Kate Chopin, (1851 – 1904)

"The Storm"

Nathaniel Hawthorne, (1829 – 1835)
"Young Goodman Brown"

Edgar Allan Poe, (1809 – 1849)
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"A Telephone Call"
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Kurt Vonnegut Jr., (1922 -  )

"The Euphio Question"

Truman Capote, (1924 – 1984)

"Mr. Jones"

The following reader contains a collection of short stories written by well-known English and American authors. Read the stories very carefully and mark or highlight important passages as you go along. Note questions or comments in the margin, these will help you when analyzing and discussing the stories. Also watch out for the techniques writers use to create interesting and original literature and see if you can use any of them later,  when writing your own stories.

After reading each story, while your memory is still fresh,  write a short personal response into your response journal. Reserve 10 minutes for this task and pour your thoughts out into your journal. (Check the handout on response journal writing before you start.)  Then answer the study-questions after each story (note form is o.k.). Write the answers into your response journal. Whenever possible compare your personal response with your classmates' responses. This will greatly improve your understanding of the texts.

After reading all the stories choose your favorite piece and analyze it according to the Guidelines for Evaluating  a Story. Write a 1-2 page paper (typed) discussing the use of the individual narrative features in your story.
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