	Date
	Tasks and Teaching Objectives
Quarter II
	Homework/ Deadlines

	6.12.
	Bookgroups


	

	13.12.
	Bookgroups 

Planning book presentations in groups Choosing a new book
	Complete your reading project prepare your part of the book presentation.
Read the Amazon reader comments for the novels presented in class and choose your favorite one. Buy a copy of the novel as soon as possible.

	15.12.
	Book presentations in groups:


	Always bring your Newby grammar books (yellow and green) and your language practice books to class.

	20.12.
	G1: Tricky Words and Common Errors
Start working on your personal grammar book. Work through pages 2-4 with a partner.

Be critical with yourself and make sure you have really understood the concepts and rules. Use your Newby grammar and your teacher to find the rules you need to avoid these errors in the future. If you have worked through the Newby exercises on these topics you may take extra practice sheets from the teacher’s desk.
	Revise G1 (Tricky words) and be prepared for GAT 1 (goal achievement test) on Thursday.
Bring your Monolingual Dictionaries to class on Thursday.

	22.12.
	GAT 1 (10minutes)

V1: Read text 1 and do all the vocab expansion tasks carefully
	Write a short summary and a personal comment or a letter to the editor in reaction to text 1. (T1)
Study the new phrases.

Start reading your novel.

	10.1.
	G2: The present tenses (work in your personal grammar book)

Habits, present states, arranged activities, arranged events, present activities and routines, present changes (newness)
	Practice the notions of G2 for GAT2 



	12.1.
	G3: Revising the past tenses.

Work in small groups and revise the different notions of the past and present perfect tense. Do lots of exercises (Newby and Grammar box) and ask your teacher if you need help. You are expected to understand the notions of the past and present perfect tense after this unit.
	Do some more exercises to practice the past and present perfect tense.

Write 3 true sentences for each notion. Complete the past tenses section of your personal grammar book.
Study for GAT 2/3

	17.1.
	GAT 2 and 3 

V2: Read the letters to the editor and sum each one up in one sentence. Then do the vocab expansion tasks carefully. 
	Write your own letter to the editor to a quality paper or magazine. React to a controversial issue that is currently discussed in the Austrian media. Take a side and present a clear message. Your letter should be between 70 and 100 words long.(T2)


	19.1.
	Test

Writing brief news items and letters to the editor (to the point, efficient language),

Tenses in transfer 
	Write a first response to your novel into your reading diary.

	24.1.
	G4: Reporting verbs, tenses
Revise chapter 12 in Newby and do additional exercises if necessary. Sum up your knowledge in your personal grammar book.

Listen to the tape, take notes

Use your notes to write a short report
	Write your report (200-300 words)

(T3)
Do more reporting exercises and collect good verbs. Get ready for GAT4.

	26.1.
	V3: Working with idioms and phrasal verbs to make your English sound more natural.
Language games
	Study the phrasal verbs.

	31.1.
	GAT 4

V 4: Read the text (V4) and do the vocab expansion exercises carefully
	Write a summary and a personal comment or a letter to the editor. (T4)

	2.2.
	G5: Conditional: IF…

Revise if-clauses (Newby Nr 89 – 91). Do additional exercises if necessary.

More practice activities: Dictogloss
	Get ready for GAT5

Write the second entry into your reading diary and hand in your responses on the 7th.



	7.2.
	GAT5

G6: Mixed practice/Common errors
Work in groups of 3-4. Take turns to test each other by asking your friends to translate the tricky phrases from German to English.

Work through the practice sheets carefully. Highlight all the difficult parts, then write all the phrases you are not 100% sure of into your language practice book.


	Study the tricky phrases that you have collected 

Reread the assessment grid and write me a well-structured, formal letter (T5) explaining what grade you think you should get. (Watch your tenses!!!)

Print out pages 1-18 of the Woody Guthrie Worksheet “This Land is Your Land”at www.schooltours.at
Read the information worksheets on Woody Guthrie and highlight important facts.


	9.2.
	Deadline for reading diaries

Book-circles:

Discuss your books in groups. Use the task cards provided by your teacher. 

How does the information on the Woody Guthrie worksheets relate to your novel? 

Plan your presentations


	Prepare your part of the presentation and a short write-up.

	14.2.
	Book groups, presentations 

	

	16.2.
	Book presentations

	


Assessment of quarter II
	Text production: Grammar and vocabulary in transfer

Test_______, 

Short texts T1____ . T2 ____. T3 ____ T4 _____ T5 _____


	100

20

	Text improvement strategies: Homework only makes sense if you work with your errors and revise your texts carefully. Hand them in again, together with your 1st drafts. Highlight the changed passages and number the language errors so I can find the corresponding corrections easily. Incomplete and messy corrections will not be assessed. Do your correction work within a week. I cannot accept piles of work at the end of the semester.
	10

	Grammar revision: Assesses your knowledge and understanding of the grammatical notions listed in your “personal grammar book”. (GATs and Test)

If you miss a lesson or want to improve your score on a certain goal, study the topic at home and do the goal achievement test in one of the following periods. It is your responsibility to do this, you will not be reminded. Please note that due to time-constraints you cannot do more than two goal achievement tests in one period.
	30

	Vocabulary Improvement: 

Collect all your vocabulary expansion work in your language practice book. Use your monolingual dictionary to find out how the new words are used. Follow the instructions for vocab expansion work carefully. Study the new phrases regularly and be prepared for oral progress checks in the following week.
	30

	Reading a novel: Read one of the suggested novels. Discuss the novel in your reading-group. Write two high quality entries into your reading diary and present the novel in your group. 
	10


Vocabulary Expansion Activities
In each of the Vocab expansion sessions you will be given a short text. Do all the tasks carefully with the aim of remembering lots of new phrases. You will need your Monolingual Dictionaries in class. Install the CD on your home-computers, so you don’t need to carry the heavy books back and forth.

1. Read the text slowly. Look up the unknown words that interfere with your understanding of the text.

2. Highlight 10 phrases that you want to remember.

3. Write 10 new entries into your vocabulary book: Look each new word up in your MLD. Choose at least 2 typical example sentences (e.g. the one from the text and one from the dictionary) and copy them into your vocab book. If the word can be used with prefixes or suffixes you might want to add one or two examples. You will remember them very easily, without any extra effort.
4. Memorize the new phrases: Work with your partner and use some of the following memorization techniques to help you remember the words. (Color associations, doodling, lexical furniture, sounds, categorization, wordcycle). See detailed instructions on the OHT. Discuss your associations with Mrs. Pölzleitner or Mr. Wardell whenever possible. 
5. Use of Tenses: Highlight 3-5 examples of different tenses. Number the examples and explain the choice of tense and aspect. E.g.:

a. Fifty years ago, American chicken farmers found that… (past event, 50 years ago!)

b. Now we are discovering that… (new development, changes – present progressive)

c. Over the last 20 years factory farming has spread rapidly…(Duration of a state, it’s been going on for 20 years and is still continuing)

6. Homework: Write a short summary (100 – 150 words) of the text. Structure your information clearly. Before you start writing ask yourself: What is the main message and the purpose of the text? What are the main arguments? What can be left out?

7. Write a short personal comment or a letter to the editor in reaction to the text (50 – 100 words)

Print your summary and personal comment with double line spacing to make corrections easier. 

8. Study the 10 new phrases by next week and be prepared for an oral progress check.
9. Revising and correcting:  
Revise your text if the content or organization need to be improved. Highlight the changed passages in your second draft so I can see your improvement easily. 

Correct your language errors. Number them and give short rules and explanations (use Newby). Write your language corrections directly on the sheet to make checking easier for me. Your explanations should help you avoid the error in the future.
e.g.: Your wrong sentence was: I am in love with him since five months. 

I have been in love (1) with him for five months. (2)


1. Present perfect tense for DURATION (dauert schon so lange… immer noch)  

2. FOR + Zeitspanne (for 3 days), SINCE + Zeitpunkt (since April)

E. Pölzleitner
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