Creative Poetry and Painting
4 credits
“A Poem is a Painting”

A poem is a painting that is not seen;

A painting is a poem that is not heard

Phoebe Hesketh

Poems and paintings both provide means and opportunities for looking closely and intensively at important moments of life. They make us more aware of ourselves and the world around us. Many poets and painters have recognized this mutually supportive relationship between the arts. Poets have responded to paintings in verse and painters have expressed poems in paint.

In this course we are going to look at a variety of poems and “their” paintings and see how the different arts have expressed similar ideas. We will then try our hand at painting our favorite poems using different techniques and styles. 

Finally we will write our own poems and interpret them visually.

If all goes well we will present our work in a public exhibition.

Teachers: Mrs. Pölzleitner in cooperation with Mr. Wardell (poet and artist) 
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Ideas, Methods…

Poem and collage  (Language through Literature, 3.1)

Poems and their word sets (LtL 3.5)

Name poems (acrostic, Meeting poem LtL 1.1…)

My poem is me (LtL 6.2)

Newspaper poetry (LtL 6.15)

Bag of objects, pictures, bring photos : Haikus

Reshaping poems (LtL 1.16)

Themes ??? Poetry as conversation (2 poems talking to each other, seeing things from different perspectives…)

Dylan Thomas, “Fern Hill” + Katherine Mansfield’s short story “The Garden Party” (see J.N. Moore)
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