Icarus: A closer look

Look at the paintings and poems carefully, then discuss the following questions in your group.

What are the essential themes Ovid’s tale sets forth? 

How are these themes emphasized by each of the artists and writers whose work appears here?

What is your first impression of each poem/painting? 

What atmosphere does it create?

What emotions does it evoke in you?

What is the message of the poem/painting? Write it down in one sentence or phrase.

	
	First impression
	Atmosphere
	My emotional reaction
	Message

	The story of Daedalus and Icarus by Ovid
	
	
	
	

	“Landscape with the Fall of Icarus” by Pieter Brueghel the Elder, (1525 – 1569)
	
	
	
	

	“Icarus” by Henri Matisse, (1869-1954)
	
	
	
	

	“Icarus”, photo by Lewis Hines, (1874 – 1940)
	
	
	
	

	“Landscape with the Fall of Icarus” by William Carlos Williams

(1883 -1963)
	
	
	
	

	“Musée des Beaux Arts” by W.H. Auden, 1972
	
	
	
	

	“O, Daedalus, Fly Away Home” by Robert Hayden, (1985)
	
	
	
	

	“Fever” by Harlan Ellison,

1993
	
	
	
	

	“Silence” by James T. Murray

1994
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