Poetry and Painting
15 sessions – I hope a few more for tying up loose ends here and there

	
	Tasks
	Homework
	Packing list

	1
	1. Course outline/Materials
2. That’s Me
Buttons (collect characteristics)
Acrostic Name Poems

Red Indian Names

Meeting poems

My Poem is Me

3. That’s Me: Logo
Ss create a “logo” or symbol that represents them and explain their choice.

	Buy a sketchbook/scrapbook and transfer your poems and logo into your new scrapbook. Write a short reflection about your experience in session 1.
	Course outlines

Buttons

Bag of objects

	2


	Found Poetry
	Polish your poem and transfer it into your scrapbook. Also glue in the original text 

Write a short reflection

Read the poems for session 3 and choose your favorite ones.
	Texts for found poems

	3


	Pick a poem and paint it or make a collage
1. “How to Paint the Portrait of a Bird”

Discuss Prevert’s poem and the theme of capturing an idea in a painting rather than illustrating it.

Class selects  only a few of the favorites, so we’ll have more than one student painting the same one.

Then share and discuss poems and paintings
	Write a short reflection about session 3.
Bring your favorite poem to class and present it. What makes it so special for you?
(Browse in the library or the internet)
	Painting materials, magazines for collage, glue….

	4

	Favorite poems: exchange favorite poems, discuss reading and interpreting poetry, watch DVD extracts and discuss “America’s favorite poems”
	Write a short reflection explaining what you like about your favorite poem.
	America’s Favorite Poems
An Invitation to Poetry + DVD

	5

	Favorite poems continued… 

Linebreaking activity
Parodies of favorite poems


	Write a parody of a famous poem
	

	6

	Definition Poems:  
1. Students each choose a different theme. Theme is written on top of a blank A4 sheet.

2. Ss write their immediate associations for 5 min. Then pass around A4 sheets… Repeat until everybody gets their original theme back. Discuss definition poems…
3. Neruda-esque Odes: look at examples, discuss tips for writing such odes.
	Write 2 poems using the most important associations from your sheet.
1. A definition poem

2. An ode  

Find a matching picture or make one yourself.


	

	7
	Artistry in Feelings:

Expressing feelings through art (doodling, sketches, color chords)
	
	Shannon’s color cards

Paper, paint…

	8


	Imagist Poems:
Read and discuss sample poems and typical features. Then students choose their favorite poem and paint it.

	Write an imagist poem  and illustrate it.
Or choose an art card and write an imagist poem for it.
	

	9


	Haikus: Go through one Haiku after the other. Read one, then everyone chooses a color card (Shannon’s cards). Discuss…

Go through several Haikus quickly…

Concrete Poetry: use laminated cards, Ss browse, choose favorite ones and copy into scrapbooks
Bumper Stickers: Look at examples (use cards or my color copies). Ss choose their 3 favorite ones and copy them into their scrapbooks. Then write your own. 
Diamond Poems: if time…
	Finish one of each 
	Copy of Haikus

Shannon’s color chords

Concrete poetry cards

Bumper sticker cards

Diamond poem cards

	10


	Sonnets: 

1. Read some famous sonnets, do sonnet puzzles and look at some of the parodies.

2. Choose one of the 4 poems (Composed upon Westminster Bridge, Tube Sonnet, A Too Sing America, A Supermarket in California) and paint it or make a collage….
	Try to write your own sonnet or a parody of a famous sonnet.

Finish your painting.
	Selection of sonnets (old and new)

Cut up sonnet

Parodies



	11


	Icarus

Read myth and 6 poems

Discuss, find matching paintings
	Paint your own “Icarus” or make a collage
	

	12
	Magnetic Poetry workshop
	Polish your poems and transfer them into your scrapbook.
	

	13
	…magnetic poetry activities

and peer feedback for poems
	
	

	14
	Present your best work to the group
	
	

	15
	Round-up and presentation of work

Discussion Matura questions
If there is extra time…
	
	

	16


	Project-work: Choose a theme for your project. 

1. collect ideas and associations (brainstorming, then pass on your sheet to get further ideas from the group)

2. find some poems that deal with your theme, Print/write them out and paint them/illustrate them
	Write several short poems for your project. Use any formats we have tried out before.


	

	17


	Project-work: continued

3. sharing poems: Peers write all their associations on A3 sheet (this reminds me of… I can smell this… I don’t understand…

4. Paint one of your poems
	Revise your poems
	

	18


	Project-work: 

5. second round of peer feedback…

6. Painting and artwork


	Finish your poems and artwork

(Finish your scrapbook and hand it in)
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