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La Repasseuse (Woman Ironing) by Degas.

1. Look at the picture carefully. In pairs or small groups discuss the following: 


What interests you about this painting?


Is there anything unusual about the way the woman has been pictured?

2. Imagine you are the woman in the picture. Write down a few thoughts about how you feel about the way you have been represented in the painting.

If you could speak to Degas about the painting what would you say?  Write down your thoughts.

Now read Fanthorpe’s poem and answer questions 1-7 in note-form.

	Woman Ironing - U.A.Fanthorpe
I thought I knew what was coming when he said

He wanted to do my likeness at the ironing.

I live in the city, people tell you things. Me looking at him,

It would be, across the ironing board, my hair and my eyes

In a good light, and something a bit off the shoulder
But it wasn't.  He rushed around drawing curtains.

Made it hard to iron.  O yes, I had to keep ironing.

He need to see the strength, he said.  Kept on

About my dynamic right shoulder, then left it out

Though you can see where he ought to have put it.
Come on, what's-your-name, he kept saying,

Show us that muscle power!  That's what I'm after.

I might've been an engine, not a person 

No, I didn't take to him.  I'm used to rudeness,

But he was making such a sketch of me.
If someone's paying you, it isn't easy

To speak your mind.  Still, Sir, I said,

I really don't want to see my hair like that,

all scraped back, like a hot person's hair,

And anyone can tell that under my arms I'm sweating.
Hair? Sweat? That's how it is when you iron,

Says he.  You're not here to tell me what to do.

I'll make you permanent, the way you look

When you're ironing.  O yes, he says, I'll show you 

The way you look when no one's watching.


	1. What does the poet think would be a more appropriate title for this painting and why?

2. How does Fanthorpe imagine the experience of being painted was different from the woman’s expectations?

3. Look back at the painting. Can you explain the comment about the woman’s right shoulder in the second stanza?

4. How does Degas treat the woman ironing according to the poem?

5. What does the woman think about how she has been represented in the painting and why does she find it difficult to express her feelings to Degas?

6. What is revealed about Degas’ aims for the painting in the last stanza?

7. Discuss the language and tone of the poem.
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