DISCUSSION TOPICS: 

SusanVreeland, Girl in Hyacinth Blue
1. What does Girl in Hyacinth Blue suggest about the value (personal and monetary) and purpose of art? 

2. Analyze what function the painting serves for each character. (See "Getting Deeper into the Text.") 

3. This painting seems to have a different effect on each of the owners. Name the effects, and speculate why the painting brings out different qualities in different people. Who loved the painting the most? Defend your choice. 

4. Speculate about what actually happened to the painting. In defending your speculation, appraise Cornelius' moral character. Is he capable of destroying the painting or relinquishing it? Is he a failed human being or is he capable of redemption? Defend your evaluation. Does it matter that the final outcome is not shown on scene? 

5. In the end, does it matter whether or not the painting is a Vermeer? To whom does it matter? Analyze what that suggests about those characters. 

6. In what way does the girl in the painting reflect Hannah and Magdalena's natures? In what way are Hannah and Magdalena similar? In what way are Hannah and Anne Frank similar? Distinguish their differences. 

7. The deportation center for Jews rounded up from Amsterdam was Westerbork. From there, they boarded trains to Auschwitz. Seeing the Jewish family herded down the street, Hannah says to herself, "To Westerbork. That place." Why do you think the author chose Westerbork as the village where Saskia grew up? 

8. What does the book have to say about the joys and difficulties of being an artist? On page 204, Vermeer speaks of "the cost" of his painting to his household. To what does he refer? Is it worth it? 

9. What is gained by presenting the stories in reverse chronology? What is lost with this structure? 

10. Identify different kinds of love presented in the book. Consider love for things as well as for people. List actions that expressed love. Think of minor characters too. Who had the highest concept of love? 

11. Discuss the range and significance of the last line. Evaluate its appropriateness. 

12. Where does the novel touch on the tragic? The triumphant? 

13. Is there a piece of art that affects you in a special way? Describe it, and explain its effect on you. 

14. How does art serve us? Why do we need it? How should one look at a painting? 
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