Poetry: 








Quarter I, year 7
	1
	Sept. 18th.
	Intro: What is poetry?

 “Genuine poetry can communicate before it is understood.” (T.S. Eliot) 

 “Introduction to Poetry” Billy Collins 

Book choosing
	Homework: Read Amazon readers’ comments and choose one of  the 5 novels. Get your copy of the book.

Bring an unruled A4 notebook to our next session so we can start our personal poetry books.
	Bring colored A4 sheets, (cut off a bit so they can glue them in): for brainstorming:

What is poetry?

Bring cards with book titles for amazon homework



	2
	22nd
	“Pick a poem”  and “hold it up to the light like a color slide…”

and paint it.
	Start your poetry book. Glue in your chosen poem and painting. Write a short PERSONAL REFLECTION about your experience. What were you trying to express in the painting? (100-200 words)
	Not too many poems so there are some groups!!

Bring baskets or string + pegs for poem.

Bring glue sticks…

Paint and stuff…



	3
	25th
	Creating Mood
“Conquerors” by Henry Treece
	Vocab Work: collect collocations and example sentences for 5 words of the poem. (See instructions for vocab.work)

Do one of the following writing tasks:

A: DIARY or LETTER
B: another version of the POEM: “In the morning we came to a … village… 
	p.14 Between the lines

	4
	29th
	Free Verse:

Rearranging poems, breaking the lines
	· Vocab.work: collocations

· Write a PERSONAL REFLECTION about the poem “Grass”. What does it mean to you? (10 minutes = about 200 words)

· “Fog”:  Write the opening paragraph of a SHORT STORY entitled “Fog”  Try to create a strong atmosphere. (approximately 100-150 words)

· Find a fitting picture, cut or print it out and stick it into your poetry book together with the poem and the text.
	1. My line breaking unit:  

Grass, Fog, 

2. Discuss poems

3. Discuss writing tasks “beyond the poem…”

Explain “personification” – they note it in poetry books (back? Or front?)

e.g. 



	5
	Oct. 2nd
	Patterns in Poems:

Limericks

Haikus

Cinquains

Diamante

Acrostics
	Finish the pattern poems at home and write them into your poetry book.

Vocab work: Choose 5 words and collect example sentences and collocations on a page in your poetry book.

	Use p. 36-39 between the lines

Ss write one of each in class 

	6
	6th
	Ballads
Finding the stories…
	Choose one of the ballads provided and write a short NEWSPAPER ARTICLE based upon it.

(200 -250 words).

Proofread your article carefully before handing it in!!!

Use the writing recipe for ARTICLES to help you write a perfect ARTICLE. Glue the ballad of your choice into your poetry book and reserve the opposite page for the polished draft of your article.
	

	7
	9th
	Sonnets

Reassembling a sonnet

Working with parodies
	Write your own parody of the famous sonnet “Composed upon Westminster Bridge” 
	

	8
	13th
	Edward Hopper

Nighthawks: Two paintings and a story

Automat: Listen to “Tom’s Diner” by Suzanne Vega and read Julie O’Callaghan’s poem. Collect ideas for your homework.
	Write a short SHORT STORY based on Edward Hopper’s painting and Julie O’ Callaghan’s poem by next week. Your story must be typed, 12. pt, double line spacing. Write about 250-300 words. 
	

	9
	16th
	Peer conferencing short stories

Language work: narrative writing


	Revise your short story and hand it in on the 20th .

Absolutely no late stories will be accepted. If you are ill, mail your story to lis@polzleitner.net
	

	10
	20th
	Found Poetry
	Finish and polish your found poem and put it into your poetry folder together with the source text. 

Vocab work: 5 new words + collocations
	Collect short stories, 2nd drafts

	11
	22nd
	Vincent van Gogh: Poems, Songs and Paintings
	Write a very short ARTICLE for a “news in brief” column entitled: “VanGogh’s Starry Night sold for record price” (approximately 100 -150 words)
	

	12
	27th
	Patterns in Poems:

Limericks

Haikus

Cinquains

Diamante

Acrostics
	Finish the pattern poems at home and write them into your poetry book.


	Use p. 36-39 between the lines

Ss write one of each in class

	13
	30th
	Ballads
	Choose one of the ballads provided and write a short NEWSPAPER ARTICLE based upon it.

(200 -250 words).

Proofread your article carefully before handing it in!!!

Use the writing recipe for ARTICLES to help you write a perfect article.
	

	14
	Nov. 3rd
	Visual Poetry and Imagist Poetry


	Write a short SHORT STORY based upon one of the imagist poems. Create a strong atmosphere (approximately 250 words)

Use the SHORT STORY recipe to help you plan and polish your story.

Find a fitting picture to illustrate the poem and story. Glue them into your poetry book and reserve the opposite page for the final draft of your story.
	Imagist poems: groups discuss poems. Ask questions (brain writing) glue poem in the middle of poster, everybody adds comments, questions…)

Then discuss.

Present visual poetry on OHTs, homework 



	15
	6th
	“Woman Ironing” U.A. Fanthorpe, and “La repasseuse” by Degas

Secret Thoughts of Modern Art: Choose and art card and write an inner monologue. Please return the cards at the end of the lesson.
	Finish and polish your INNER MONOLOGUE 

Finish reading your novel and write your second RESPONSE into your reading diary. Don’t forget that one of the test tasks will be based on the novel.
	

	16
	10th
	Test: “Paths in and  out of poetry”

Reading a poem and writing a short story, inner monologue, diary, personal letter, article and/or personal reflection based upon the poem.

Responding to the novel in the same way.
	Select at least 10 new phrases from your novel and write them into your reading diary. Find more example sentences and collocations for each one. Bring your RD to class on the 13th. 
	

	17
	13th
	Test correction and language work on common errors

Hand in your poetry books and  reading diaries (+ vocab work) 
	Correct your test errors carefully. (Newby rules and 3 examples for grammar errors, typical phrases from MLD for vocab errors…)
	

	18
	17th
	Book groups
	
	

	19
	20th
	Book groups
	
	

	Quarter II
	
	Book groups and presentations
	
	




Choose one of the following books for your reading project : find the books in the library or read reviews in the internet (Amazon.com). Decide by next week which book you would like to read.

Susan Vreeland, Girl in Hyacinth Blue

Susan Vreeland, The Passion of Artemesia

Tracy Chevalier, Girl With a Pearl Earring
David Huddle, LaTour Dreams of the Wolf Girl

Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray


Choose one of the following books for your reading project : find the books in the library or read reviews in the internet (Amazon.com). Decide by next week which book you would like to read.

Susan Vreeland, Girl in Hyacinth Blue

Susan Vreeland, The Passion of Artemesia

Tracy Chevalier, Girl With a Pearl Earring
David Huddle, LaTour Dreams of the Wolf Girl

Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray


Choose one of the following books for your reading project : find the books in the library or read reviews in the internet (Amazon.com). Decide by next week which book you would like to read.

Susan Vreeland, Girl in Hyacinth Blue

Susan Vreeland, The Passion of Artemesia

Tracy Chevalier, Girl With a Pearl Earring
David Huddle, LaTour Dreams of the Wolf Girl

Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray
Extra pages: my notes, poems etc.
The Red Wheelbarrow:
Write (the opening of) a short story 

Home:

Someone returning home after a long absence, has experienced something difficult, now slowly approaches home, 

… after the “rain”, 

Relief of returning home, sees house, red wheel barrow, white chickens (sunshine…after the rain)

Maybe suggest that if the chickens and the wheelbarrow are there someone else (mother, wife….) must be there as well…

Conquerors

By sundown we came to a hidden village
Where all the air was still
And no sound met our tired ears, save
For the sorry drip of rain from blackened trees
And the melancholy song of swinging gates.
Then through a broken pane some of us saw
A dead bird in a rusting cage, still
Pressing his thin tattered breast against the bars,
His beak wide open. And
As we hurried through the weed-grown street,
A gaunt dog started up from some dark place
And shambled off on legs as thin as sticks
Into the wood, to die at least in peace.
No one had told us victory was like this;
Not one amongst us would have eaten bread
Before he'd filled the mouth of the gray child
That sprawled, stiff as stone, before the shattered door.
There was not one who did not think of home.


by Henry Treece
Anthem for Doomed Youth   by Wilfred Owen 

What passing-bells for these who die as cattle? 

Only the monstrous anger of the guns. 

Only the stuttering rifles' rapid rattle 

Can patter out their hasty orisons. 

No mockeries now for them; no prayers nor bells; 

Nor any voice of mourning save the choirs, 

The shrill, demented choirs of wailing shells; 

And bugles calling for them from sad shires. 

What candles may be held to speed them all? 

Not in the hands of boys, but in their eyes 

Shall shine the holy glimmers of good-byes. 

The pallor of girls' brows shall be their pall; 

Their flowers the tenderness of patient minds, 

And each slow dusk a drawing-down of blinds. 

	The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner
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From my mother's sleep I fell into the State,

And I hunched in its belly till my wet fur froze.

Six miles from earth, loosed from its dream of life,

I woke to black flak and the nightmare fighters.

When I died they washed me out of the turret with a hose.

· Randall Jarrell
To a Locomotive in Winter

by Walt Whitman
 

	Thee for my recitative,

	Thee in the driving storm even as now, the snow, the winter-day declining,

	Thee in thy panoply, thy measur’d dual throbbing and thy beat convulsive,

	Thy black cylindric body, golden brass and silvery steel,

	Thy ponderous side-bars, parallel and connecting rods, gyrating, shuttling at thy sides,

	Thy metrical, now swelling pant and roar, now tapering in the distance,

	Thy great protruding head-light fix’d in front,

	Thy long, pale, floating vapor-pennants, tinged with delicate purple,

	The dense and murky clouds out-belching from thy smokestack,

	Thy knitted frame, thy springs and valves, the tremulous twinkle of thy wheels,

	Thy train of cars behind, obedient, merrily following,

	Through gale or calm, now swift, now slack, yet steadily careering ;

	Type of the modern—emblem of motion and power—pulse of the continent,

	For once come serve the Muse and merge in verse, even as here I see thee,

	With storm and buffeting gusts of wind and falling snow,

	By day thy warning ringing bell to sound its notes,

	By night thy silent signal lamps to swing.
 

	Fierce-throated beauty !

	Roll through my chant with all thy lawless music, thy swinging lamps at night,

	Thy madly-whistled laughter, echoing, rumbling like an earthquake, rousing all,

	Law of thyself complete, thine own track firmly holding,

	(No sweetness debonair of tearful harp or glib piano thine,)

	Thy trills of shrieks by rocks and hills return’d,

	Launch’d o’er the prairies wide, across the lakes,

	To the free skies unpent and glad and strong.
 

	Walt Whitman | Classic Poems

	 


Poetry - sound effects 
by Lloyd Robson
BBBT or The Budding Bard's Boxes of Tricks: 1 - 5

To the "Budding Bard":  OK, so while other people can use synthesisers, or the London Symphony Orchestra, or the BBC Radiophonic Workshop to help create the mood and effect they want, all you've got is words.  But don't despair, help is at hand!  With the "BBBT" you need never be at a loss again!!

Amaze and astonish your readers by using any combination of the enclosed "tricks" to help achieve whatever effect you desire - from sensuous romantic languor to galvanising, adrenalin-pumping excitement!

TRICK 1 - ALLITERATION
A group of words in sequence beginning with the same sound:

example: "sudden successive flights of bullets streak the silence"

TRICK 2 - ASSONANCE
Repetition of same vowel sound in a sequence of words:  

example: "And ice, mast-high came floating by"
                "with wise lies lure me on black racks rack me"

TRICK 3 - ONOMATOPOEIA (from the Greek words "onoma" - name and "poiein" - to make)

Words which resemble or mimic an actual sound

example: "cuckoo", "splash", "the crunch of boots on blue snow"

TRICK 4 - RHYME
Repetition of a more-or-less identical sound at the end of two or more lines or poetry:

example: chaff/laugh, friskers/whiskers, intellectual/hen-pecked you all

TRICK 5 - RHYTHM
The natural stresses of English often worked into regular patterns

example: mam'll smother our kid brother, when the school inspector comes 
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