Correcting the test

In order to learn from your errors and thus improve your English, look at your test errors carefully. If, after giving it a fair try, you do not understand any of my comments or disagree with me, let me know. We will then discuss the open questions.

After getting a general impression of your test look at each error individually and correct it according to the following guidelines.

Use a red pen and number all your grammar/language, vocabulary and spelling errors in the margin.

1. Grammar/Language Errors:

First look at the grammar errors. Correct each sentence and write a short explanation why it has to be done this way.

e.g.:   The war has been going on for almost three weeks. 


Use present perfect tense to express the duration of the war, how long it has been going on….

2. Spelling Errors:

Correct all your spelling errors under this heading. Write a short sentence or phrase and underline the word you misspelled in the test. (Do not copy the mistake!) If there is a rule, give it.

e.g.: 
It's very difficult to do this….. (rule: it is)


Many civilians have lost  their lives.  (life-lives)

3. Vocabulary Errors:

Rewrite the sentence using more efficient vocabulary. Work with your dictionaries (both bilingual and monolingual).

4. Cohesive Devices:

Study the list of cohesive devices and do the exercises. Then choose five linking phrases that would fit into your test essay. Use them to improve your text. As above, number the paragraphs you have chosen to improve so that I can find them easily.
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