Quarter II


Test (2nd version) 7a



Feb. 3rd, 2004

I. Grammar Review
Complete the following paragraphs by putting the verbs in brackets into a meaningful tense form.

My first car …………… (be) a Ford Capri. I …………….. (buy) it second hand ten years ago and I ………………….. (have) it for some years. When it broke down, I …………… (buy) a Mercedes which I ……………………….. (have) for the last four years.

We decided to go to France for our next holiday. Well, I ………………… (learn) French at school for four years. But that …………………….. (be) 25 years ago and I …………………… (never speak) a word of French since. So I ………………….. (take) a course at night school where I …………………………. (study) that tongue-twisting language for some months now.

“On the fourteenth of July the Forestiers (go over)………………….. to a gala dinner at Monte Carlo, and they (give)…………………. their staff leave to go to Cannes. It (be)………………. the national holiday, and in Cannes they (dance)…………………… in the open air under the plane trees, there (be)………………. fireworks, and from far and near the people (come in) ……………………… to have a good time. The Hardys had sent their servants out too, but they (sit)……………….. at home, and their two little boys (be)…………….. in bed. Fred (play)………………….. patience and Lady Hardy (work)………………. at a piece of tapestry to cover a chair. Suddenly there (be)…………….. a ring of the bell and a loud knocking on the door.” (Somerset Maugham, The Lion’s Skin)

Normally, I never (cook)……………………… in the evenings, but today I (cook) …………………… a special meal, because it’s my husband’s birthday.

We always ……………………. (speak) German at home, but this week the whole family (speak)…………………… English, because we have a guest from the States.

Every new government (try)………………… (to introduce/introducing)……………………… a new political style.

Saudi Arabia, the world’s largest oil exporter, …………………….. (lose) its grip on the oil market now.

Complete the following sentences:
I tried (send)……………………. her flowers but it didn’t have any effect.

Try (put)…………………… in some more vinegar – that might make it taste a bit better.

Homework: Do exercises 8-9 ………… Wednesday.

Could you please ………………… me to the airport?

I am hungry. Could you give me directions to the …………………. snack-bar.

I can’t bring my discman to class tomorrow, I’ve …………….. (leihen) it to my sister.

I cannot come to your party. I (muss lernen)…………………………………… for our French test.
Look at the following pairs of sentences and explain why the present perfect simple and the present perfect continuous are used respectively. Give brief answers.

1. I have traveled a lot in my life.

2. I have been traveling a lot these last few years.

3. I have cleaned the flat.

4. I have been cleaning the flat all morning.

II. News in Brief

Use the following information to write three short news items for a quality paper. 
A: Flights delayed due to security checks (50 – 70 words)

B: Two Boys Almost Drowned: Thin Ice bloke (50 – 70 words)
C: Factory Poison Death Scandal (100 – 125 words)

D: New Study Shows Long-term Effects of Mobile Phone Use
E:  Riding Good For Young: Danish Medical Report

E. Pölzleitner
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