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The Caretaker of the Islands of the Great Barrier Reef is a newly created position. There are a few minor tasks that need to be taken care of, but the most important duty is to report back to Tourism Queensland (and the world) and let us know what’s taking place on the Islands of the Great Barrier Reef.

Location

Below the water, you’ll find a World Heritage Listed natural wonder – the Great Barrier Reef. And above, the Islands of the Great Barrier Reef offer an abundance of wildlife to appreciate and activities to enjoy. The Island Caretaker will be based on Hamilton Island – the largest inhabited island in the region. It’s located just off the coast of Queensland with a wide range of restaurants, activities, shops and tours. The temperature is warm all year round and the combination of blue skies, crystal water and pure sands forms the backdrop to an ideal island life.

EMPLOYMENT

Benefits

Living above the Great Barrier Reef for six months is a pretty unique benefit, but you’ll also be well-paid – a salary package of AUD$150,000 for a six-month contract. Plus, your accommodation will be provided on Hamilton Island. And there’s plenty of room if you choose to share your experience with a friend or your family.

Selection Criteria

We’re looking for someone with an adventurous attitude, passion for the outdoors and good communication skills. A broad range of experience is considered and Tourism Queensland will be selecting applicants based on:

- Enthusiasm for the role

- Entertainment value (personality and creativity)

- Presentation skills (being media-friendly)

- At least one year's relevant experience 

Employer

Tourism Queensland, the statutory authority for the Queensland government, was established in 1979 and has become Australia’s premier destination management organisation. We maintain a network of thirteen international offices to promote and market Queensland as a tourist destination.

RESPONSIBILITIES

Explore and report back

There’s so much to see and do, so you’ll have plenty to write about in your weekly blog. And with so much life above and below the water, you’re sure to capture some entertaining moments for your video diary and photo gallery. To keep you busy, Tourism Queensland will organise a schedule of travel and events on the Islands of the Great Barrier Reef. Your schedule could include sampling a new luxury spa treatment at qualia on Hamilton Island, trying out new snorkelling gear on Heron Island, or bushwalking on Hinchinbrook Island. 

Feed the fish

There are over 1,500 species of fish living in the Great Barrier Reef. Don’t worry – you won’t need to feed them all.

Clean the pool

The pool has an automatic filter, but if you happen to see a stray leaf floating on the surface it’s a great excuse to dive in and enjoy a few laps.

Collect the mail

You’ll have some time on your hands, so why not join the aerial postal service for a day? It’s a great opportunity to get a bird’s eye view of the reef and islands.
HOW TO APPLY

Want the best job in the world? If you enjoy new experiences and you can spare six months to enjoy life above the Great Barrier Reef, you’re already in with a good chance. It’s easy to apply.

Step 1: Create a video application (in English and in 60 seconds or less)

In an entertaining and engaging way, tell us why you’re the best person for the job and demonstrate your knowledge of the Islands of the Great Barrier Reef.

Step 2: Fill out a brief application form and upload your video

Tourism Queensland will create a short list of 50 candidates who will submit a short personal profile, to help us narrow the candidates for the interview stage.

Eleven candidates will be invited to the Islands of the Great Barrier Reef for an interview from 3 to 7 May 2009. So, if you want the best job in the world, make sure you’re available to travel to Queensland for the interviews. You’ll also need to be available to start work on the 1st July 2009. Tourism Queensland will select ten candidates and one Wild Card candidate will be selected by the world – so make sure you encourage all your friends and family to vote.

'Best Job In The World' Can Be Yours

QUEENSLAND, Australia (CBS13) ― 
[image: image3.jpg]


 

Great Barrier Reef file 

They're calling it "the best job in the world." and you can apply now. 

The Tourism Board of Queensland, Australia is looking for someone to fill the position of "Island Caretaker." 

What exactly does the job entail? Getting paid $100,000 to live on a tropical island on the Great Barrier Reef for six months. The only thing you have to do is write a weekly blog for the Tourism Board about your island experience.
 
And you might have to clean the pool of the multi-million dollar beach home you'll be living in rent-free. 

This is part of a campaign to promote Australia's tourist industry that has been suffering because of the economy. 

You can apply online at islandreefjob.com. On the opening day the site had 33 hits a second. 

(© MMIX, CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved.)
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The Great Barrier Reef, Australia. Photo: Getty Images

Bottom of Form

Tuesday January 13 2009

Tourism Queensland is offering a 'once in a lifetime' opportunity to escape from the Irish winter, the 'credit crunch', the threat of redundancy and all things gloomy with the chance to apply for the 'Best Job in the World'.

Based on the Great Barrier Reef's beautiful Hamilton Island, the job is a six-month contract for the role of Island Caretaker. 

This amazing live-in position has a salary package of AUD $150,000, flexible working hours and key responsibilities include exploring the idyllic and tropical Islands of the Great Barrier Reef to discover and promote, to a global audience, what the destination has to offer. 

The successful applicant will be swapping the 'rat race' for a charmed life in the tropical paradise of the Islands of the Great Barrier to feed the fish, clean the pool or collect the post -- but only if you feel like it! 

The only real requirement is to report back on your adventures to Tourism Queensland headquarters in Brisbane (and the rest of the world) via weekly blogs, photo diary, video updates and ongoing media interviews. 

On offer is a unique opportunity to help promote the wondrous Islands of the Great Barrier Reef. 

Living above the Great Barrier Reef is a pretty unique benefit, but the successful candidate will also be paid a salary package of AUD $150,000 for the six-month contract. 

They will receive return airfares from the nearest capital city (in their home country), rent free accommodation in a luxury three bedroom house and transport on Hamilton Island, travel insurance for the contract period, computer, internet, digital video and stills cameras access, plus travel to a number of the other Islands of the Great Barrier Reef. 

The six-month contract commences on 1st July 2009. 

A broad range of experience will be considered and ideally the applicant should possess: 

Excellent communication skills 

Good written and verbal English skills 

An adventurous attitude 

Willingness to try new things 

A passion for the outdoors 

Good swimming skills and enthusiasm for snorkelling and/or diving 

More information can be found at www.islandreefjob.com (please note the site had crashed at the time of publishing this piece). 

........................................................................................................................................................
E. Pölzleitner
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