Language in Use
Read the text about the process of making group decisions. Some words are missing. Change the word in brackets to form the missing word for each gap (1–9). Write your answers in the spaces provided on the answer sheet. The first one (0) has been done for you.

Are group decisions better?

What do governments, airline pilots and NFL referees have in common? They all make decisions with the help of another person or group of people. Governments make huge policy decisions as a big group and also break down the big picture into scores of (0) ___ (small) committees. Airline pilots in distress consult and reaffirm one another. Referees in every sport huddle together when an important call needs to be (1) ___ (make). The general thinking among humans is that typically two heads are better than one. But are they? Is a group decision always best, or does all that discussion (2) ___ (ultimate) slow down or muddle the process? Thanks to some insightful studies, we have answers. Psychologists, (3) ___ (economy) and historians are fascinated by the process of decision making because it says a lot about how humans interact, and by (4) ___ (study) it, we can learn how to make the best decisions with the most (5) ___ (favor) outcomes. Many studies have been performed on group decision making, and the results have all been fairly (6) ___ (consistency). The experiments typically don't involve social decisions, but are visual in nature because most (7) ___ (research) feel that simple visual recognition experiments eliminate bias. For example, in one study, subjects studied circles on a screen to determine which one was darker. In another study, pairs put their minds together to decide which striped duos had the highest contrast. Many other studies have followed a similar model, and across the board, the results indicate that two heads are (8) ___ (absolute) better than one. But there's a qualifier: 
This is only the case when the subjects could converse about their (9) __________ (confident) in the decision. Not only that but honesty about one's own abilities is also necessary to ensure a positive result for a group decision.
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Read the text about an innovative park in New York City. Some words are missing. Choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D) for each gap (1–9). Put a cross (X) in the correct box on the answer sheet. The first one (0) has been done for you.

New York’s High Line Park

Parks in large cities are usually thought of as refuges, as islands of green amid seas of concrete and steel. When you approach the High Line in the Chelsea neighborhood on the lower west side of Manhattan, what (0) ___ is the kind of thing urban parks were created to get away from – a harsh, heavy, black steel structure supporting an elevated rail line that once brought freight cars right into factories and warehouses and that looks, at least from a distance, (1) ___ an abandoned relic than an urban oasis. (2) ___ the High Line was, in fact, an urban relic, and a crumbling one at that. Many of its neighbors, (3) ___ New York's mayor for much of the 1990s, Rudolph Giuliani, (4) ___ to tear it down. His administration, aware that Chelsea was gentrifying into a neighborhood of galleries, restaurants, and loft living, (5) ___ the surviving portion of the High Line, which winds its way roughly a mile and a half from Gansevoort Street to 34th Street (a section farther south was torn down years ago), was an ugly deadweight. They were certain this remnant of a different kind of city had to be removed for the neighborhood to (6) ___ its full potential. Never have public officials been so wrong. Almost a decade after the Giuliani administration tried to tear the High Line down, it has been (7) ___ one of the most innovative and inviting public spaces in New York City and perhaps the entire country. The black steel columns (8) ___ abandoned train tracks now hold up an elevated park, part promenade, part town square, part botanical garden. The southern third, which begins at Gansevoort Street and extends to West 20th Street, (9) ___ Tenth Avenue along the way, opened in the summer of 2009. This spring a second section will open, extending the park ten more blocks, roughly a half mile, to 30th Street. Eventually, supporters hope, the park will cover the rest of the High Line.

	0
	A  let us see
	B   at first sight
	C   you see first
	D   within sight

	1
	A  most like  
	B   more as  
	C   more like
	D   mostly

	2
	A  Years before
	B   Since then
	C   By now
	D   Until recently

	3
	A  instead of
	B   as well as
	C   as long as
	D   in contrast

	4
	A  couldn’t expect
	B   couldn't wait
	C   didn’t have
	D   didn’t need

	5
	A  felt
	B   meant
	C   saying
	D   thinking

	6
	A  realize
	B   recognize
	C   become
	D   notice

	7
	A  developed from
	B   turned into
	C   becoming
	D   transforming

	8
	A  that once supported
	B   once supported
	C   which are supporting  
	D   are supporting

	9
	A   it passed
	B   was passing
	C   crossed
	D   crossing






Read the text about the attitude towards young people and work in the USA. In most lines there is a word that should not be there. Write these words in the spaces provided on the answer sheet. 2-4 lines are correct. Make a (P) in the space if the line is correct. There are two examples (0, 00) at the beginning.

Work Experiences

Working hard and paying your own way are strong values in the United 		  (0)
States. Many children first learn this by receiving what an allowance – 		 (00)
a modest weekly or monthly payment – for our doing chores around the  		  (1)
house. Later, they often take part-time jobs after the school or on week-		  (2)
ends to earn spending money, save for college, should get practical		  (3)
experience, and gain a sense of an independence. Opportunities are		  (4)
numerous and varied, from delivering newspapers to be babysitting for 		  (5)
neighbors, far from bagging groceries at a checkout counter to 			  (6)
bussing tables in a restaurant. In fact, many young people, regardless of the 	  (7)
economic status of their families, who receive their first pay checks		  (8)
before they even reach high school. But to protect against children from 		  (9)
labor abuse, U.S. law sets the minimum age for employment at 14 years 		 (10)
of any age for most non-agricultural work and limits to 18 hours the 		 (11)
number of hours that minors under the age of 16 may work for during a		 (12)
school week.
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