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3rd Test					8 abc					April, 2016

Reading 1 :     				7pts
Read the text, published in 2009, about a new way of marking tests. First decide whether the statements (1-7) are true (T) or false (F) and put a cross (x) in the correct box on the answer sheet. Then identify the sentence in the text which supports your decision. Write the first four words of this sentence in the space provided. There may be more than one correct answer; write down only one. The first one (0) has been done for you.


Can computers replace humans in assessment?

The owner of one of England's three major exam boards is to introduce artificial intelligence-based automated marking of English exam essays in the UK from next month. Pearson, the American-based parent company of Edexcel, is to use computers to "read" and assess essays for international English tests in a move that has fuelled speculation that GCSEs and A-levels will be next.

All three exam boards are now investing heavily in e-assessment but none has yet perfected a form of marking essays using computers – or "robots" – that it is willing to use in mainstream exams. Academics and leaders in the teaching profession said that using machines to mark papers would create a "disaster waiting to happen".

The Times Educational Supplement (TES) reports today that the Pearson Test of English Academic, an English-language exam, will launch on 26 October. It includes essay questions and will be used in 20 countries, including the UK, to rate applicants' English skills before they are admitted to university.

Computers have been programmed to scan the papers, recognise the possible right responses and tot up the marks. Pearson claims this will be more accurate than human
marking. John Bangs, head of education at the National Union of Teachers, said that computers could be useful in many areas of assessment but cautioned against their use in English exams: "I'm very concerned that it would constrain the nature of the questions being asked. You won't pick up nuances by machine and it will trigger a trend to answering narrower questions. It could be a disaster waiting to happen."

A Pearson spokesman told the TES that its system produced the accuracy of human markers while eliminating human elements such as tiredness and subjectivity.

Other exam boards said the adoption of computers to mark beyond their current use in multiple choice tests was inevitable. Tim Oates, director of research for Cambridge Assessment, which owns the exam board OCR, said: "It's extremely unlikely that automated systems will not be deployed extensively in educational assessment. The uncertainty is 'when' not 'if'. But all systems need to meet exacting quality criteria and should definitely not be adopted just to make life easier for testing organisations.

"Some approaches look like technology in search of a test, rather than assessment designed to accurately report attainment."

An Edexcel spokesperson said that the board was not planning to use automated marking
in mainstream exams such as A-levels and GCSEs. She said that previous trials of the
technology in GCSE essay questions had not been expanded.
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Reading 2
Read the text about animals that have been introduced into another country, then choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D) for questions 1-6. Put a cross (X) in the correct box on the answer sheet. The first one (0) has been done for you.
Invasive species		6pts
[bookmark: _GoBack]Britain is facing a surge of invaders with scientists recording 3,800 alien species, including 44 mammals, 326 birds, 1,821 flowering plants and 865 insects.
One of the worst invaders is the harlequin ladybird, a voracious predator that cannibalises other ladybirds and threatens many other insect species. It arrived in Essex in 2004 but has already reached the Orkneys. Its arrival in an area appears to herald rapid declines in native species. 
Another is the ring-necked parakeet, which is spreading so fast that the government has just allowed landowners to shoot them without a licence. 
Macdonald and Burnham wrote their report, The State of Britain’s Mammals, for the People’s Trust for Endangered Species. They suggest that each invasive mammal species should be considered on its merits and not persecuted just for being foreign. They write: “There comes a point where a non-native has been exerting its influence on native biodiversity for so long that a new community has emerged to which the intruder is integral so its removal would no longer rescue or restore the original natural state. At that point the intruder’s origins no longer justify killing it.” 
They add: “The decision to consider a naturalised non-native species as an ecological 

citizen should hinge solely on the nature of the damage it causes to native biodiversity.” 
The grey squirrel would probably be among the candidates for such a reassessment. 
Introduced to Britain in 1828, it has spread across most of the country, driving out the smaller red squirrel and possibly damaging wild bird populations by eating their eggs. 
The researchers argue, however, that in many areas the animal is now part of Britain’s wildlife and it would be difficult to get the public support and money needed for eradication. But they say that the animals must still be heavily controlled in areas such as Scotland, where the red squirrel still survives. 
Some invaders are already ecological citizens. One such is the brown hare, which was introduced to Britain by the Romans but which is so widely accepted that its recent decline has prompted the government to list it as an endangered species. 
Similarly, rabbits, brought to Britain in the 11th century and now responsible for £115m of losses to farmers each year, are also seen as British. Macdonald points out that although they do damage they also maintain grasslands and provide food for predators. 
Soon, such “ecological citizens” could be joined by the Chinese water deer, which is facing rapid decline in its home regions in China and Korea. In Britain, its population has surged to several thousand, accounting for 10% of the global population. “Britain has become an ark for these creatures, so conserving it might help protect the species,” Burnham said. 
The American mink, by contrast, would probably fail the ecological citizenship test, because of the damage it causes to Britain’s native wildlife, especially the water vole.
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Writing: Write a report AND an e-mail according to the following instructions.

Report												
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E-mail
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Solutions for the teacher
Listening
Every 15 Minutes (track 7+8=
	0
	drinking and driving

	1
	every 32 minutes

	2
	a fake accident, a fake car accident, re-enactment of an accident

	3
	actors, acting

	4
	field sobriety test, sobriety test, medical test

	5
	videotaped

	6
	mixed, not sentimental, excited, laughing, laughter, joking

	7
	closing ceremony, funeral

	8
	last letter, farewell letter

	9
	paralysed, paralised, paralized

	10
	drove recklessly, didn’t wear a seatbelt, didn’t fasten his seatbelt, had no seatbels, made a poor decision




Gun Laws in Texas
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	B
	D
	A
	B
	B
	C
	D
	C
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A US enterprise is planning to make use of electronic software to mark written
performance.

A lot of money is being put into the development of automated assessment tools.

University professors are convinced that electronic assessment will prove to be
successful.

The Pearson English language test will be limited to colleges in Britain.

A teaching union spokesperson believes computers are able to recognize minor
differences in responses.

The programme is described as precise and without human weaknesses.

According to some testing organizations, electronic rating will only ever be for tests
where you select the correct answer.

The new technology will not be applied in standard school exams in the near future.
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The harlequin ladybird
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is the main food source of some other animals.
appears to be a native species.

feeds on its own species.

outnumbers other alien species.

A new approach is to
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assess each alien species individually.
support alien mammals, but not insects.
hunt down every alien species.

keep track of alien species.

Some alien species
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are not mentioned in the report.

have reduced in number.

are unpopular due to their origins.

are now a natural part of the ecosystem.

The grey squirrel
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is found throughout Britain.

has crossbred with the red squirrel.

is hunted due to the damage it causes.
gets a lot of public attention.

The brown hare
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is part of a farming programme.

was brought to Britain a long time ago.
is accepted as a useful alien species.
is a threat to endangered species.

Rabbits
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are hunted down by angry farmers.

help other animals to survive.

are responsible for the loss of biodiversity.
need to be strictly controlled.

The Chinese water deer
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B
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can only survive in certain areas of Asia.

will survive anywhere but in China.

has been classified as an ecological citizen.
survives in Britain.
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10 Charity Shops

The Red Cross is planning to open charity shops in Austria. It has asked young people to write a report about
charity shops in order to gain an insight into the Austrian mentality concerning buying used goods. You
carried out a survey asking Austrians about their buying habits. Write a report based on your findings below:

How often do you buy used goods?

m Never (19%)

B Once a year (12%)

= A few times a year (48%)
B Once a month (11%)

B Once a week (9%)

= More than once a week (1%)

In your report you should:
« present the results of your survey
- analyse the advantages of buying used goods
« suggest solutions on how to promote a new charity shop in your area
Write around 250 words, Divide your report into sections and give them headings.
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16 Jobsat Legoland

On the Internet you read the following job advertisement:

Jobs

LEGOLAND® Windsor Resort is a theme park dedicated to children aged 3-12 years old. An
inspirational land where the kids are the hero. It’s a family attraction like no other — where
the fun never stops and imagination knows no bounds.

Be part of our great LEGOLAND team which is dedicated to bringing alive the wonderful
LEGOLAND experience for our guests.

You will work at our various attractions and oversee play areas.
Requirements:

e very'good command of English as well as a second language
e experience of working with children

e firstaid certificate

e  outgoing and reliable personality

All applications should be sent to Mr. Reid-Brown, LEGOLAND, Windsor

You would like to apply for this job.

In your letter you should:
- explain why you are perfect for the job
« describe your qualifications
« ask for further information

Write around 250 words.

From legoland.co.uk
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You are going to listen to a recording about a school
programme in California.

« First you will have 45 seconds to study the task below,
then you will hear the recording twice.

» While listening, complete the sentences (1-10) using a
maximum of 4 words.

« Write your answers in the spaces provided.
« The first one (0) has been done for you.

After the second listening, you will have 45 seconds to
check your answers.

s - o i X
1 At present, lethal accidents caused by drunk drivers

happen __.

2 The experiment begins with students witnessing __.

3 Theyoung people involved in this show are only __. |

The method that measures the amount of alcohol a person
has consumed is called ___.

5  Everything that goes on after the showis __.

Students'reactions to this part of the experiment are __.
(Give one answer.)

7  The next day, they have a so-called __.
8 A pupil’s close relative drafts a simulated __.
9  Aftera car accident, one school football player became ___.

10 The injuries occurred because the football player ___.

(Give one answer,) .
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10 Gun Laws in Texas

You are going to listen to a Texan speaking about gun laws in Texas.

- First you will have 45 seconds to study the task below, then you will hear the recording twice.
« While listening, choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D) for questions 1-7.

» Tick (V) the correct answer.
« The first one (0) has been done for you.

The speaker is against the legal situation
concerning guns, because

A they have become too popular lately.
S e s 1}"1— < Aefp i 3

C too many people have been killed by them.
D they are rarely handled responsibly.

Texans think that if guns were forbidden,
A husbands would still kil their wives.
B people would still keep their guns at home.

C gangsters would shoot each other more often.

D gangsters alone would bear firearms.

According to the speaker, guns in Texas are
A considered a sacred object.

B thought of as a means of protection.

C seen as a status symbol.

D seen as a sign of power.

In Texas, some professors

A always take their guns to university.

B were murdered with firearms.

C shot their colleagues dead.

D gave controversial lectures about guns.

4 Alaw might be introduced saying that

firearms

A are forbidden only in schools.

B should be allowed anywhere.

C  cannot be taken everywhere.

D areillegal at presidential speeches.

After the second listening, you will have 45 seconds to check your answers.

The speaker thinks that guns are
A sometimes a disadvantage.

B sometimes an advantage.

C always a curse.

D always a benefit.

The speaker says U.S. Justices have
misunderstood

A new militia regulations.

B some court judgements.

C the president's decisions.

D one part of the Constitution.

The speaker is not opposed to firearms
being used

A in Olympic events.
B for self-defence.

C for shooting animals.
D for fighting terrorists.





