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April 05
Task II
Choose one of the following writing tasks, either a short story or a well structured essay.

A: Short Story

Write an original short story based upon one of the impulses. Your text should be

· closely related to the excerpt

· characteristic of the short story genre (conflict, climax, character development/epiphany)

· between 400 and 500 words long (quality goes before quantity)

Impulse a:


But, you know, I’ve been really , really, really good today!


Breakfast was black coffee, plus a saccharine tab from the tube.


For my lunch, a half-a-cup of chicken bouillon


Made with a Knorr chicken-stock cube.


Dinner: two slices of starch-reduced Ryvita


With a scrape of slimmer’s imitation margarine,


Then I pedaled myself blue in the face on the Exercise Machine.





from “Fat Girl’s Confession” by Liz Lochhead.

Impulse b:


Our brains ache, in the merciless iced east winds that knive us…


Wearied we keep awake because the night is silent…


Low, drooping flares confuse our memory of the salient…


Worried by silence, sentries whisper, curious, nervous,



But nothing happens.





from “Exposure” by Wilfred Owen

Impulse c:

A snake came to my water-trough


On a hot, hot day, and I in pyjamas for the heat,


To drink there.


In the deep, strange-scented shade of the great dark carob-tree


I came down the steps with my pitcher


And must wait, must stand and wait, for there he was at the trough before me.





from “Snake” by D.H. Lawrence

or B 

Write a well-structured essay: see details on the back

Option B: Essay

Read the extract from Newsweek and answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. What is a “carbon-neutral-citizen”?

2. Since when has the movement been 
so popular?

3. How do serious greens react to the 
BAFTAs’ plan? Explain their 
reaction, give reasons.

4. What other measure for reducing 
carbon dioxide emission are 
mentioned in the text?

Then write a well structured editorial for a newspaper or magazine warning your readers of the dangers and consequences that our lifestyle is having on the environment. Focus mainly on concrete measures that can be taken to reduce the negative effects of our behavior. Write about 400 words. (Quality goes before quantity.)
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