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Choose ONE of the topics below (I or II). Write 600 words (+ 10%).

I   Opinion Essay: Moving abroad 
People who move away from the country of their birth to spend long periods of time living elsewhere are often envied for the opportunity this gives them to broaden their horizons. Do the benefits of moving abroad outweigh the drawbacks? Write an opinion essay on the subject of relocating abroad.
In your essay
· give a clear statement of opinion on relocating abroad
· consider the concept of broadening one’s horizons as such
· discuss the relative merits of different countries as places of residence

II  Short Story
Choose one of the following poems (A or B) and use it as the basis for an original short story. Indicate clearly which poem you have chosen.
Your narrative should be 
· closely related to the poem
· characteristic of the short story genre (plot, character, point of view, setting, title etc.)
· well planned and structured 
· written in an appropriate and consistent style




[bookmark: _GoBack]The Summer I Was Sixteen
by Geraldine Connolly
The turquoise pool rose up to meet us,
its slide a silver afterthought down which
we plunged, screaming, into a mirage of bubbles.
We did not exist beyond the gaze of a boy.
Shaking water off our limbs, we lifted
up from ladder rungs across the fern-cool
lip of rim. Afternoon. Oiled and sated,
we sunbathed, rose and paraded the concrete,
danced to the low beat of "Duke of Earl".
Past cherry colas, hot-dogs, Dreamsicles,
we came to the counter where bees staggered
into root beer cups and drowned. We gobbled
cotton candy torches, sweet as furtive kisses,
shared on benches beneath summer shadows.
Cherry. Elm. Sycamore. We spread our chenille
blankets across grass, pressed radios to our ears,
mouthing the old words, then loosened
thin bikini straps and rubbed baby oil with iodine
across sunburned shoulders, tossing a glance
through the chain link at an improbable world.
 from Province of Fire, 1998
Iris Press, Oak Ridge, Tenn.

Found Poetry

Found poetry is the rearrangement of words or phrases taken randomly from other sources (example: clipped newspaper headlines, bits of advertising copy, handwritten cards pulled from a hat) in a manner that gives the rearranged words a completely new meaning.


The Unknown
As we know,
There are known knowns.
There are things we know we know.
We also know
There are known unknowns.
That is to say
We know there are some things
We do not know.
But there are also unknown unknowns,
The ones we don't know
We don't know.
by Donald Rumsfield (former Secretary of Defense)
