English in Use: Banked Gap-fill

You are going to read a text about cheap stores. Some parts are missing from the text. From the list (A-S), choose the correct part for each gap (1-16) in the text. There are two extra parts that you should not use. Write your answers in the boxes provided. The first one (0) has been done for you.






Dollar Stores

Even before the trouble with the economy started, discount stores, or dollar stores as Americans call them, were (0) … healthy. Now their profits are rising like helium-filled balloons. Dollar Tree, a chain of dollar stores based in Virginia, has had record sales (Q1) … last year, and Family Dollar, based in North Carolina, is (Q2) … big profits, too.

Dollar stores have something for everyone: they sell (Q3) … sweets and toys to household cleaning products. (Q4) … popular belief, not every item in these stores costs a dollar. But all the items, (Q5) … are copies of well-known brands, are still cheaper than they would be in grocery or drug stores. A company (Q6) … this by buying in bulk, by keeping costs low and by avoiding (Q7) … national advertising, especially on radio and television, and (Q8) … sending out circulars every month to local customers.

But dollar stores are changing, (Q9) … new trends in the economy. When money is short, dollar stores are desirable places to shop. (Q10) … decades they were to be found only in (Q11) … areas, but now, with recession gripping all parts of the country, they are (Q12) … in Chicago or Los Angeles. Once, too, they were a (Q13) … feature of the southern states, but this is no longer the case; (Q14) … people appreciate the opportunity to get a bargain (Q15) … of the United States to the other.
Clearly, as the recession (Q16) …, dollar stores will continue to thrive. “Thrift is in - saving money is in,” boasts a spokesman for Family Dollar.
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Distracters: B + H

