English (SRP)

Tips for Test Formats
Reading / Listening / English in Use (general points)
Read and listen to the task instructions very carefully. It’s a good idea to highlight the topic of the text / recording and the important parts of the instructions. 

Answers come in order in the text / recording.

Items are almost always paraphrased ie the question is worded in such a way that it does not use exactly the same words as in the text/recording.

If you have to enter letters as answers, print capital letters and make sure you write them very clearly eg make sure your I and your J can be easily distinguished  (also O/D, O/Q/C etc).
Make sure you do not use the example answer by mistake eg if the answer to example 0 is C, do not use C as an answer.

In tasks where you are asked to fill gaps in a text, make sure you write your answers in the spaces provided below the text. Don’t try to write in the gaps in the text.

If you have to cross off a box, clearly cross off one box only, otherwise you will score zero.

Scoring: 1 point per item: correct answer = 1 point, wrong answer = zero points. Don’t leave items unanswered: even if you don’t know the answer, have an inspired guess – you have nothing to lose.

For each skill you will receive a separate test booklet containing 3-4 tasks (25-30 items approx.) The tasks in a test booklet will probably (but not necessarily) all have different test formats.

Reading 
Recommended procedure: 
1) read the text right through from beginning to end before you even look at the items
2) read the items
3) start at the beginning of the text and answer each item carefully: it’s a good idea to   

    highlight/underline the part of the text you think contains the answer

Don’t jump to conclusions about answers.

Answer the items based on the evidence in the text, not your own KOW (knowledge of the world).

Listening 
Use the silent time given before and after each task to read through / check carefully. 

The recordings are authentic ie unscripted (or occasionally semi-scripted eg interviews) and the speakers are native speakers from different parts of the English-speaking world speaking in different kinds of situations. Don’t panic: it is possible to answer the questions in spite of accents, background noise etc.

Answer the items based on the evidence in the recording, not your own KOW (knowledge of the world).

All recordings are played twice.

English in Use
Read the whole text through once before you start answering the items.
Spelling must be correct in the word formation task.

Reading and Listening Test Formats
T / F / NG (Reading) and T / F (Listening)
There will be a fairly even number of T and F (and NG) answers: eg in a listening task with 7 items there might be 3 true and 4 false (example 0 would probably be true); in a reading task with 8 items there might be 3 true, 2 false and 3 not given (example 0 would probably be false). The Ts, Fs and NGs can come in any order, of course. 

Some test takers have difficulty distinguishing between ‘false’ and ‘not given’ answers. 

For an answer to be ‘false’, the statement in the item must be clearly contradicted in the text.

Example: 

The text says: “Eventually funds will be available to allow the campaigners to continue working on their project. At present they cannot afford to introduce any innovations.”

T/F/NG item: The campaigners have enough money for new things at the moment.

Answer: false (According to the text, there will be enough money at some point but there is not enough now.)

For an answer to be ‘not given’, the evidence to support the statement in the item cannot be found in the text. It may be implied or hinted at, but it is not explicit.
Example: 

The text says: “Eventually funds will be available to allow the campaigners to continue working on their project. At present they cannot afford to introduce any innovations.”

T/F/NG item: The campaigners have been promised a large sum of money for new things.
Answer: not given (Somebody may have made them a promise, it may be a large sum of money, the money may be designated for new things BUT it does not explicitly say in the text that this is the case.) F cannot be the correct answer here because the statement is not contradicted in the text: it does not say anywhere that they have not been promised money, that it will not be a large sum of money, that it will not be for new things.
Multi-matching

If you have to match up sentence parts, make sure they make sense grammatically speaking.

If you have to choose the correct part of the text for the gap, read the context of the gap carefully and check that the part of the text you wish to insert makes sense in the context.

There are 1-2 distracters included ie 1-2 parts that you should NOT use because they are wrong. You are always told how many distracters are included.
Multi-choice

Only one option (A, B, C or D) is correct.
Answers will be fairly evenly distributed: eg in a task with 9 items there might be 2 As, 3 Bs, 2 Cs and 2 Ds (example 0 could be A, C or D), but, of course, they could come in any order.
Make sure you read the stem (beginning) of the item very carefully as well as the options.

Note form
Answer a question or complete a sentence in max. 4 words. (Contractions/numbers = 1 word.)
It is important to give only those words that answer the question, showing you have understood the text/recording. 

Grammar and minor spelling errors are not counted as errors. 
You do NOT have to answer in a complete grammatically correct sentence.

You do NOT have to find your own words: it is absolutely fine to lift words/phrases from the text/recording to answer the item. 

Example: 

The text/recording says: “Tom is afraid of my spaniel Milly because a few years ago he was badly bitten by two dogs. However, Milly is very gentle and Tom is getting used to her.”
Possible question:  Why is Tom scared of Milly?



Acceptable answers:  bitten by 2 dogs / two dogs bit Tom / badly biten by dogs  etc

Unacceptable answers: Tom was once bitten by two dogs / Milly is a dog / dogs bite Tom /he doesn’t like dogs / he thinks Milly bites  etc
English in Use Test Formats
Editing

Find the extra wrong word that has been inserted in the text and write it at the end of the line.
Some lines are correct. Tick these lines. (You are not told how many lines are correct, but it will be approximately 2-4.)
You MUST tick the correct lines, otherwise you score zero for these items.

The wrong word is never the first or last word in the line.

Make sure you read the lines in the context of the text as a whole, not individually.

Word formation

Use the word in brackets after the gap in the text to form a word that fits in the gap. 
You MUST change the word in brackets. You cannot use the word in brackets in its original form. Example: He thought about it (Q1) … (serious).   Answer:   seriously
(Examples like: He thought about it (Q1) … (hard). Answer: hard will not occur.)
Spelling must be correct.
Banked gap-fill

Choose the correct word/phrase for each gap in the text from the box (bank) below the text. 

The words are banked in alphabetical order.
Don’t jump to conclusions about the correct answer: check the banked words/phrases in different gaps before you decide.

There are 1-2 distracters included ie 1-2 words that you should NOT use because they do not fit in any gap. You are told how many distracters are included.

Multi-choice
Choose the correct word/phrase for each gap in the text from a choice of four options.
Only one option (A, B, C or D) is correct.

Answers will be fairly evenly distributed: eg in a task with 15 items there might be 4 As, 4 Bs, 3 Cs and 4 Ds (example 0 will probably be C), but, of course, they could come in any order.

