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Vocabulary Variety in Graph-Writing 
(accompanies “Valentine’s Day Gifts” – 2 pie charts)

Students often repeat words that are given in graph titles and legends (e.g. “gifts”, “men”, “women”, “buy”, “card”, “flowers”, “candy”, etc.).

This can lower the mark. To prevent repetition, students should

a) think about what words they could use instead

(e.g. synonyms, the former/the latter, it/them)

b) reread their essays and check whether they have used some words too many times and then change these words or the sentence structure.
Task: Change the underlined words below to make the sentences less repetitious. You are given some hints about what word or words could replace the underlined ones.
1. Almost a quarter of women buy cards while almost a fifth of men buy cards.
  n___________

t________

2. 21% of females buy candy, making it their second most popular gift, but 5% fewer males buy candy, making it their third most popular gift.


 pr___________
              th______ it______                                    o_____

3. Third, just over a tenth of ladies offer flowers to gentlemen,



        but 16% of gentlemen                                              buy flowers.

                          t______  c_______________                 p__________   t_____  s________.

4. Fourth, 10% of females buy cologne while a mere 4% of males buy perfume.
N_______         t____ f________       whi________
   t______  l________

5. Jewelry is also a fairly frequent purchase with about a tenth for both men and women.

        g_____________.

6. Turning to smaller items, lingerie and spa/personal care take less than a tenth each for either gender.
      ? ________________

7. Last, 17% of women buy other gifts for their loved one while
8% more men buy other gifts for their loved one.     whe________


         d_____ s_____

Finished? Look at 1-7 above. Can you change any other words?
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1. Almost a quarter of women buy cards while almost a fifth of men buy cards.

                                                                              nearly


them
2. 21% of females buy candy, making it their second most popular gift, but 5% fewer males buy candy, making it their third most popular gift.


 present
              this item

                                    one
3. Third, just over a tenth of ladies offer flowers to gentlemen,



        but 16% of gentlemen                                              buy flowers.

                          their counterparts                                 purchase the same.
4. Fourth, 10% of females buy cologne while a mere 4% of males buy perfume.

Next                   the former               whilst 
             the latter
5. Jewelry is also a fairly frequent purchase with about a tenth for both men and women.

                                                                                                                    genders
6. Turning to smaller items, lingerie and spa/personal care take less than a tenth each for either gender.
                 ______ (nothing – stop! No word needed).


      party/sex
7. Last, 17% of women buy other gifts for their loved one while
8% more men buy other gifts for their loved one.     whereas


                    do so
Finished? Look at 1-7 above. Can you change any other words?
