PRACTICING FOR THE NEW MATURA SPEAKING EXAM

[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s not what you say, 
it’s the way that you say it.
1. 	Starters 
Well, … / Yes, well, … / Well actually, … / Well, for starters/for a start … / Right, … 
Fillers 
… and… eh … / … let me see … / … em … let me think … / and … eh … what else … 
Finishers
… and so on / … and so forth / … if you see what I mean / … you know? / …right?
Tip: use the sounds and words English speakers use and NOT ja /so / or? etc, which  immediately mark you out as a non-native speaker.
2. Encouraging another to converse
Have you ever tried judo?
Did you read about that case in the newspapers?
Do you prefer short stories or novels?
Have you ever lived in the countryside?
How do you find time for all your interests?
Tip: the best way to encourage another to speak is to ask real questions, listen carefully to the answer and respond accordingly.
3. Expressing an opinion / making a point
The fact of the matter is that … (for verifiable facts)
We all know that … (for verifiable facts)
I’m (quite) convinced that …
I feel (very strongly) that …
As far as I’m concerned, there’s no need to eat meat.
As far as traffic is concerned, we need to restrict the use of private cars.
It’s worth pointing out / mentioning that …
It stands to reason / It’s obvious that small children won’t read if nobody reads to them.
It’s extremely important to …
We really must / ought to…
We need to focus on protecting the environment.
I don’t think we should …  ( I think we shouldn’t …)
Society has to …
Tip: modal verbs are an extremely effective way of making a point persuasively.
4. Emphasizing a point / re-stating a point 
My point is that …
The point (I’m trying to make) is that …
What I’m trying to say is …
I really do believe that …
I’m (absolutely) convinced that …
(Anyway, / Just) to get/come back to what I was saying (before),
To be honest, …
Frankly, …
5. Elaborating on a point
Apart from that, …
Besides, …
(And) what’s more, …
And we must remember / mustn’t forget that …
Anyway, …
Childcare is not a problem for everybody. After all, not all mothers want to go out to work.
6. Inviting another to express an opinion / agree
How do you feel about having less  P.E. at school?
How do feel about this?
What about …?
Don’t you think this is the case?
Wouldn’t you say all children should learn a foreign language?
Do you agree that students need to do homework?
We can agree to disagree on this point, can’t we?
This has always been the case, hasn’t it?
Science is more important than languages, isn’t it?
Tip: question tags are very common in everyday speech and are a good way of eliciting another’s agreement. Rising intonation politely invites a response; falling intonation suggests that the speaker expects the listener to agree without question. 
7. Agreeing / Expressing understanding of a point
Absolutely.
Quite.
Right.
Agreed.
I feel the same.
I’m with you there.
That would definitely be a good idea / the best plan.
I agree (with you) entirely. 
I take your point.
I see (what you mean).
I see what you’re getting at.
Really?
Oh, I thought Hamlet was supposed to be an interesting play.
8. Disagreeing / Demurring / Contradicting 
Yes, it is / No, they don’t / Oh but they do etc etc
I don’t/can’t (quite / really) agree (with you) (there / on this point).
I agree (with you) up to a point.
I’m sure you’re right to some extent  but …
Well, actually, I’d say …
If you ask me …
I take your point but …
I’d say the (very) opposite is the case.
That’s not in fact the case.
Are you sure that’s right / the case?
I don’t like/hate to contradict you but …
I don’t think you’ve got that quite right.
I’m not sure you’ve got your facts right there.
On the contrary, I’d say …
I doubt that would work.
Is that really relevant?
I don’t think that’s exactly relevant.
We can hardly expect people to …
It might be better to …
It’s probably better to …
9. Seeking clarification
Are you saying that … ?
I don’t quite follow.
I didn’t (quite) get that.
I’m not sure I got that.
I don’t (quite/really) get what you mean.
What exactly do you mean by that?
What’s your point?
10. Addressing a new topic / issue
Let’s take a look at …
What about …?
Any thoughts about …?
How about moving on to …?
11. Reaching a decision
I suppose we’d better to come to a decision now.
Can we agree/decide on these three books?
Can we agree to choose / take the first and the last item?
How / What about choosing / taking …
I’d suggest choosing the first two factors.
I’d rather have /choose/take/ go for the last one.
OK, let’s go for Shakespeare, Gandhi and Bill Gates.
Taking everything into consideration, I’d say we should …
All in all, freedom of speech  is probably the most important point.
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