Media Studies: Death Penalty

Read the following excerpt from an article that appeared in Time magazine in February, 2000.  Why was George Ryan's action a surprise to many in the media?  What position do conservative politicians traditionally take on the death penalty, and how do their opponents argue against these positions? 

"George Ryan of Illinois, a conservative Republican, halted all executions in his state on Jan. 21, after concluding the system was 'fraught with error.'  During the course of a class project, University of Illinois students found proof that several of the inmates waiting on death row were, in fact, innocent.  Following Ryan's action, Bush said he had no such qualms.  "Everybody who's been executed (in Texas) is guilty of the crime of which they've been convicted," he said, adding that all the convicts had had full access to the courts."


Media Studies: Gay Rights and the Christian Coalition

In an Associated Press release in 1999, Pat Robertson, head of the Christian Coalition, said that Orlando, one of Florida's biggest cities, should beware of hurricanes after allowing "Gay Days" to take place the  previous weekend. Gay organizations sponsor this event in Orlando every year, flying flags of a rainbow design to celebrate.

     "I would warn Orlando that you're right in the way of some serious hurricanes, and I don't think I'd be waving those flags in God's face if I were you," Robertson said on "The 700 Club," his Christian Broadcasting Network talk show. 

     In addition to gay rights, the Christian Coalition uses its television network, "The 700 Club," to voice its opinion on many political issues about which it is concerned in the United States such as abortion, teaching evolution in schools, etc.  Discuss these issues, explaining the Christian Coalition's position on them.  What position would you take as an American on these issues?
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