Ulysses, Chapter 13
Plot summary of chapter, see extra sheet

· The text wouldn’t shock anybody today. Most students, when asked to find all the sexual allusions in the text, don’t find anything.

· Towards the end of the chapter there is the fireworks scene. Bloom + Gerti are alone on the beach, the others have run off to watch the fireworks. Bloom + Gerti come closer and closer… the fireworks start …. Stand for passion…. and Bloom’s orgasm.

· Gerti’s desire rises throughout the chapter. Whenever she has any “dirty” thoughts (not dirty for us at all) the church can be heard in the background – interrupting her thinking or dreaming

· In the student paintings you’d see


· Sexual desire

· Gerti’s light blue, translucent, almost saint-like personality

· Gerti’s passion, it’s in her head, or coming from her head, the fireworks are in her head

· The church (crosses) always interfere

· Bloom’s more aggressive sexual desires

· the spiral of lust that pulls them both in, otherwise  they are far apart, have nothing in common

· Gerti and Bloom (right margin of the painting). Bloom eying her, full of lust, she is innocent, fresh,  but the spiral of lust is there

· Bottom right: lust, orgasm, blood, lost virginity, beach, all fairly dangerous and mysterious
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