
Questions for the Oral Final Exam

Core topics

1. Minorities in America

From Melting Pot to Multiculturalism

cartoons: melting pot (chicano package, mosaic… Indian package) or "Those Who Don't" extra short story by Sandra Cisneros!!!

poem  "Chinese Hot Pot" by Wing Tek Lum (Asian package)

Comment on the above cartoons and pictures. Has the age-old notion of the American melting pot come true? Explain the other metaphors of the American national character. Which of the concepts is more accurate? 

How is this national character reflected in modern and contemporary American literature?

(answer: Amy Tan, Joy Luck Club : Mother desperately wants to be assimmilated, wants daughter to be fulfill the American dream, prodigy, piano …

…

2. Chicano/Latino Literature

Confession

(poem in Chicano package)

by David Nava Monreal

Vocabulary: 1. language of Mexican thiefs and scoundrels

Read the above poem and explain in what way it is typical of contemporary Chicano Literature in America. What do you know about Hispanic Americans? What are the main topics and genres in their literature? Give examples from your reading list.

(answer: basically summary of Peter's intro A.)

3. Chicano/Latino Literature

Refugee Ship

(poem )

by Lorna Dee Cervantes

Read the above poem and explain in what way it is typical of contemporary Chicano Literature in America. What do you know about Hispanic Americans? What are the main topics and genres in their literature? Give examples from your reading list.

(answer: basically summary of Peter's intro A.)

4. Asian American Literature ???

The American Dream

first page of "Two Kinds", extract from Joy LuckClub by Amy Tan

Read the extract… and explain the role of the American Dream in the literature that we have read. What are the expectations of the different characters? Do they ever come true? What are the consequences of these expectations on the characters in different examples from literature?

(high expectations  as in Amy Tan's story almost always lead to disappointment. see also Jewish lit (Sobel, …)

5. Invisibility Is an Unnatureal Disaster

extract from this essay by Mitsuye Yamada (marked passage)

Read the passage by Mitsuye Yamada and explain what invisibility means for her. 

What does invisibility mean for other American authors? Give examples.

(e.g.: Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man,  or Paul Laurence Dunbar "We Wear a Mask")

What Is an Indian? (not possible! not enough time to prepare)

Listen to the short speech by Ralph Keene and take notes. Summarize the speech for the commission. How do outsiders see the Indian, how does Ralph Keene describe the Indian?

Explain some of the most important differences between Native American culture and our culture.

(see list of study questions for details)

6. Native Americans 

This Earth is Precious

…

"So, when the Great Chief in Washington sends word that he wishes to buy our land, he asks much of us. The Great Chief sends word he will reserve us a place so that we can live comfortably to ourselves. He will be our father and we will be his children. So we will consider your offer to buy our land. But it will not be easy."

Read the following extract of Chief Seattle's reply to the American Government and explain  its meaning it its historical context. Why  won't it  be easy for Chief Seattle to sell his land? Why is land ownership seen so differently by the American Indians? What are allotment programs and why did they fail?

7.  Native Americans
Twelfth Song of the Thunder

The voice that beautifies the land!

The voice above,

The voice of the thunder

Within the dark cloud

Again and again it sounds,

The voice that beautifies the land.

The voice that beautifies the land!

The voice below;

The voice of the grasshopper

Among the plants

Again and again it sounds,

The voice that beautifies the land.

Read the anonymous Indian song and explain its meaning and purpose. 

What are the underlying values and beliefs.  

Compare the Native American view of living things with the European notion of the "great chain of being".

(Indian Rel, Pantheism, View of Nature)

Civil Rights:  not possible, not enough time to listen and prepare!

"Together As One Group"

Listen to Ralph Abernatty's Speech. What strategy for gaining freedom does he advocate? 

Which other civil rights leaders do you know? Sketch and compare their views.

6. Civil Rights:

Read the following quotations and decide who could have said them. Explain their meaning and background.

"There is nothing in our book, the Koran, that teaches us to suffer peacefully. Our religion teaches us to be intelligent."

"The cost of freedom is death."  "You get your freedom by letting your enemy know that you'll do anything to get your freedom… by any means necessary."

"The experience in Montgomery did more to clarify my thinking in regard to the question of nonviolence than all of the books that I had read. As the days unfolded, I became more and more convinced of the power of nonviolence. Nonviolence became more than a method to which I gave intellectual assent; it became a commitment to a way of life."

"Civil disobedience means capacity for unlimited suffering without the intoxicating excitement of killing"

"Disobedience to be civil implies discipline, thought, care, attention."

"Noncooperation is not a hymn of hate. My noncooperation is with methods and systems, never with men."

"Even as a tree has a single trunk but many branches and leaves, there is one religion – human religion—but any number of faiths."

"My effort should never be to undermine another's faith but to make him a better follower of his own faith."

8. Jewish Literature
Read the poem "Mountain Jews" by Scott Coffel. In what way is this a typically Jewish poem? Which common theme of Jewish literature does it exemplify?

Give some other examples of Jewish literature that deal with the same theme.

What is a shlemiel and a shlimazel?

Handcrafted lampshade where the heat of the lightbulb causes a painted paper cylinder to revolve around an axle, thus creating moving pictures.

9. The Sixties (Alice Fischer)

Listen to  the well-known song "San Fransisco" by Scott McKenzie. Explain the meaning of the lyrics in the context of the sixties. What were the values and political ideas of the time?

Do you know any literature of the Fifties or Sixties that represents the same values?

(Jack Kerouac, On the Road)

song!!! text

9.  What role does education play in our lives?

Booker T. and W.E.B.

….poem

Read the poem by Dudley Randall and explain Booker T. Washington's and W.E.B. DuBois' views of education.

What role does education play for members of minorities in America.  Give examples from literature.

10. a What role does education play in our lives?

"Indian education is an alien system designed not to meet Indian needs and goals but to minimize the havoc and embarrassment caused by the disruption of Indian institutions by outside influences. Social disorganization is the name of the game, and a chief contributor over the years has been the federal education program. The chief effort toward helping Indians has been through education. The result of the federal participation is cultural deprivation. The Indian community is deprived of its most energetic and creative members…

The success is measured in terms of how permanently the Indians become removed from their families. In other words, he does not go back to the blanket. Indians send their children to schools with mixed emotion. They want them to eat, but they send them off to school at the dire risk of losing them."

from "School is the Enemy" by William Penseno

Read the passage about Indian education and explain the ambivalent attitude many Native Americans have towards education and schools.

Compare the Indian attitude towards education to the attitudes of other American minorities. Give examples from literature.

10b. What role does education play in our lives?

"We had each earned fourteen dollars for eight hours of work, the most money I had ever made in one day. Two days later, on May 27,1969, I deposited those dollars; on June 9th I made my first withdrawal – four dollars to buy a belt to match a pair of pants. I had just been hired to sell encyclopedias, and the belt was intended to dazzle my prospective clients when they opened the door to receive me. But in reality few welcomed my presence on their doorsteps and the only encyclopedias I sold that summer were to families on welfare who so desperately wanted to rise from their soiled lives. Buy a set, I told them, and your problems will disappear. Knowledge is power. Education is the key to the future, and so on…."

from "The Savings Book" by Gary Soto

What role does education play in the lives of many immigrants or members of minorities in America? Give examples from your reading.

11. Australia and its people

Read the story "Toonkoo and Ngaardi". What type of story is this?

Sum up the story and explain its meaning.

What is the importance and purpose of such stories in their culture of origin? 

What are the typical topics of this story and similar ones? 

(tale! typ. features of tales) (ev. compare to Ind. stories)

12. Black Americans

Yet Do I Marvel

poem

Read the poem by Countee Cullen and briefly explain its meaning. Why does God "make a poet black and bid him sing"? 

Explain the importance of the major survival strategies that Black Americans have used over the centuries.  What role does God and religion play in Black American literature? Give examples.

13. Black Americans: The Role of Religion,    Black English

Gospelsong: Give me that oldtime religion

Read the lyrics of the well-known gospel-song and explain its meaning for Black Americans.  What is the purpose of this song? What role does religion play here? 

Compare the role of religion as it is described in this song with the role religion plays in other examples from literature.

Briefly explain some of the typical features of Black English that you can find in this song.

14. What is a Jew?

poem: For Johannes Edfeldt

Read the poem by ??????? and briefly sum up its meaning. In what way is this poem typical of contemporary Jewish American literature?

If contemporary Jews cannot define themselves through their religion, how else do they explain their Jewishness? Give examples from your reading.

15. Humor as a Survival Strategy

The Moose

by Woody Allen

story

Read the short story and sum up its content. Explain in what way this story is typical of Woody Allen's humor. How does he achieve this effect?

How would you characterize the narrator and the Berkowitzes?

Explain the ending of the story. In what way is it ironic?

What is the purpose of using irony in literature.  How is it achieved. Give examples of other ironic texts that you have read.

Cross-curricular questions: English-History  (Klaus Engelke)

The Sixties

Who's Next 
by Tom Lehrer

One of the big news items of the past year concerned the fact that China, which we call Red China, exploded a nuclear bomb, which we called a "device".

Then Indonesia announced that it was going to have one soon and proliferation became the word of the day. Here's a song about that:

First we got the bomb, and that was good, 'cause we love peace and motherhood

Then Russia got the bomb, but that's OK, 'cause the balance of power's maintained that way,

Who's next?France got the bomb, but don't you grieve, 'cause they're on our side, (I believe).

China got the bomb, but have no fears, they can't wipe us out for at least five years.

And then Indonesia claimed that they were gonna get one any day.

South Africa wants two, that's right, one for the black and one for the white.

Egypt's gonna get one too, just to use on you-know-who, so…

Israel's getting tense, wants one in self-defense.

The Lord our shepherd, says the psalm, but just in case, better get a bomb!

Luxembourg is next to go, and who knows, maybe Monaco.

We'll try to stay serene and calm, when Alabama gets the bomb.

Read and listen to the song "Who's Next" by Tom Lehrer and sum up its content.

Briefly describe the political situation in America during the sixties.

2. Jewish Literature in America

poem,  The second coming

Read the poem "The Second Coming" by Mark Halperin and explain its meaning. Who is talking in the poem? Who are "they"?

Briefly sketch the history of Jewish immigration to America. Where did the Jews come from, for what reasons did they come and what have they contributed to American society and culture?

3. Jewish Literature in America

Israel, can it….

Read the extract from Albert Vorspan's humorous book Start Worrying and explain in what way it is typical of the contemporary Jewish American situation. How do modern American Jews define themselves? What is Jewishness today?

English-Geography: Michi Menzinger

1. Immigrants in America

Read the extract from the article "Look West, Miss Liberty, and ShineYour Light…" and sum up its content.

In the past year you have read literature from several different minority and immigrant groups in America. Can you discern any similarities between the different groups? 

What are the main topics and themes you have found in minority literatures?

What are the main problems that the different groups face in their new country?

…

geography: push and pull factors….?

2. Australia and its people

Look at the pictures below and sketch the history and ancestry of Australia's population. Briefly describe the major problems each group of settlers had to face.

Then describe the present demographic situation in Australia. What are the main problems of Australian society today?
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