Tennessee Williams, The Glass Menagerie

Tennesse Williams is a master of symbolism and uses scenery and props as important components of his plays. Explain the significance of the Unicorn in The Glass Menagerie.

In what way is the Unicorn typical of Laura?






Picture of Unicorn

What are the main themes of the play and how do the following symbols reinforce them?


Fire Escape


Victrola


Movies

Act III, Scene 1, A Midsummer Night's Dream

Believe a Play?

Read the scene from A Midsummer Night's Dream .

What does this  scene tell you about the Mechanicals and how they think about plays?

In what ways does this scene and the other scenes involving the Mechanicals reflect Elisabethan theater?

Think of the audience, the actors, the topics and purpose of theater and  the playhouses.

Answer:

(lay actors, unprofessional acting groups, typical audience, roles of theater, playhouses…)

Act III, Scene 1, A Midsummer Night's Dream

Believe a Play?

Read the scene from A Midsummer Night's Dream .

What does this  scene tell you about the Mechanicals and how they think about plays?

In what ways does this scene and the other scenes involving the Mechanicals reflect Elisabethan theater?

Think of the audience, the actors, the topics and purpose of theater and  the playhouses.

 Copy Act 3, scene 1 extract here

Act I, Scene 2, A Midsummer Night's Dream

Read the scene from A Midsummer Night's Dream and focus on the language and style or the Mechanicals. Is this typical of Elisabethan plays? 

Briefly analyse the language in this scene as compared to other scenes in the play.

What do you know about Shakespeare's language in general.

Can we be sure that the words as we see them written here are the exact words written by Shakespeare? 

Answer:

(folio/quarto editions, printing process…)

(usually more formal language of court scenes,  blank verse, iambic pentameter, new verse form, close to natural speech rhythm, This helped dramatists break up speeches,, individualise them and to present the give and take, the interruptions, the dialogue of characters and not just the delivery of set speeches.

here: informal, prose to contrast with court scenes, make several errors (they try to use good style, difficult words but don't know how to… course jokes…

in general: language of Renaissance: lots of new words to express new ideas (from French)

rapid growth of Engl society, holding on to the langu of diff. trades, professions and local activities, imported or created vast new voc to deal with the material entering Engl. In polit. theory, scientific experiment, theolotgy, new words were needed for new ideas.

Act I, Scene 2, A Midsummer Night's Dream

Read the scene from A Midsummer Night's Dream and focus on the language and style of the Mechanicals. Is this typical of Elisabethan plays? 

Briefly analyse the language in this scene as compared to other scenes in the play.

What do you know about Shakespeare's language in general.

Can we be sure that the words as we see them written here are the exact words written by Shakespeare? 

The Middle Ages in England: Geoffrey Chaucer

Read the following extract of "The Miller's Tale" and explain its form and meaning in the context of Chaucer's Canterbury Tales.  

Then talk about the role of the English language and the social conditions  at Chaucer`s time

Text:  miller's tale extract  

Poems and Love

Read the following two poems and explain the poet's idea of love. Is it the same in both poems?  Who could have written these poems? 

Talk about meaning and formal aspects of the poems.

Sonnet 116

Sonnet 130

War Poems

Read the following two poems and explain their meaning.  What do they have in common? What are the differences ? Talk about content and formal aspects.

Ball Turret gunner

Arms and the Boy

Shape and Meaning

As you read the following poems remember that poets have reasons for shaping their poems as they do.  Explain how the shape of each poem reflects its subject and its meaning.

Easter wings

women

William Shakespeare, Hamlet


Explain the meaning of the most famous soliloqui in English literature. What is Hamlet's dilemma? What are his problems in life? What final decision does he take and why?

Text of to be or not to be....  

Hamlet is a story of murder, suicide, madness, to those who call for melodrama, but for others it is a most subtle analysis of character.

Who is Hamlet?

A troubled young man striving for philosophy and poetry?

A brutal character who causes several violent deaths?

A victim of circumstances?

A manic-depressive person , victim of melancholy ?

A victim of the Oedipus complex?

A madman?

Explain Hamlet's character and behavior throughout the play? In what way is Hamlet a typical Renaissance character?

 (might be too difficult, doesn't have a text!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!)

Hamlet and Oedipus

The critical applications of the famous theory of the Oedipus complex to the tragedy of Hamlet are innumerable. It was Freud himself who, in an essay published in 1905, was the first to try and resolve in psychoanalytical terms the enigma offered by Hamlet's behaviour.

Read the following extract from the famous bedroom scene. Hamlet is horrified by the thought that his mother could feel desire for Claudius. 

Explain the scene in the context of the play and apply Freud's theory of the Oedipus complex.

There are many other ways to explain Hamlet's behavior: He has been described as

· a madman, 

· a victim of melancholy,

· a troubled young man striving for philosophy and poetry

· and as a brutal character who causes several violent deaths.

Which of these explanations of Hamlet's character seem (most) plausible to  you? Explain.

Cross-curriacular question: Englisch – Psychology

Richard III

'I am determined to prove a villain'

Read Richard's opening speech. What do we learn about Richard's character? What are his problems and goals?

Explain Richard's behavior according to Freud's theory of the Division of the Mind. Discuss to what extent his family background has formed his character.

Explain the concept of Freudian Defense Mechanisms. What role does compensation play in Richard's behavior?

Opening speech I.1     1 – 30

Richard III,  The multifaced villain

It certainly needs a good actor to play the role of Richard III, because we can call him a genuine hypocrite. Richard is multi-faced within the drama and shows his different faces considering the situation he finds himself in.

Within the drama the audience is able to recognize more than seven different faces, which Richard exposes:

1. the devoted brother

2. the witty wooer

3. the loyal subject

4. the pious convert

5. the benevolent uncle

6. the cornered, sweating rat

7. the brave soldier

Give examples of the above roles in the play and explain the following quotes.

'

Shakespearian Sonnets

Complete the following sonnet based upon your knowledge of the characteristic rhyme scheme of a Shakespearian sonnet. Then explain the typical form and  themes of Shakespeare's sonnets and briefly explain the meaning of Sonnet 18

Sonnet 18

Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?

.................................................................

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,

And summer's lease hath all too short a date:

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,

And often is his gold complexion dimm'd;

....................................................................

By chance, or nature's changing course, untrimm'd;

But thy eternal summer shall not fade

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow'st;

........................................................................

........................................................................

........................................................................

  So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

These lines have been taken out of Sonnet 18. Put them in the right places.

And every fair from fair some time declines,

Nor shall Death brag thou wand'rest in his shade,

When in eternal lines to time thou grow'st.

Thou art more lovely and more temperate.

    So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,

True Traditions – Fake Traditions

Read the following extracts from a Native American and a Black American short story. Both stories deal with the importance of traditions in people's lives. Explain the importance of traditions in the two stories. Why are traditions so important to minority groups.

Extract 1: from "Everyday Use", by Alice Walker

Extract 2: from "Chee's Daughter", by Juanita Platero and Siyowin Miller

The decline of Native American Culture: 

Genocide or Suicide?

Read the following extract from the story  "Wounded Chevy at Wounded Knee" by Diane Hume George and explain the two theories concerning the decline of the Native American people. What is your personal point of view? Give reasons.

§ 28

We Shall Overcome: 1963-1965

'We Shall Overcome' was the theme song of the civil rights movement in the early 60s in the USA. After a peaceful march on Washington in August 1963, Martin Luther King made his most famous speech.

Here are some extracts from the speech. Read them and describe the feeling Martin Luther King is creating here.

How could you tell from the speech that Martin Luther King is a black man speaking to black people? Briefly describe the situation of black people in the US at the time.

Martin Luther King uses many stylistic devices in this speech. Find examples of:

· poetic language

· biblical language (or hymns or spirituals)

· repetition of key phrases

· strong images

· building to a climax

extracts from I have a dream

Where Have All The Flowers Gone?

Read the following description of the Woodstock festival.  What was the mood at the time? The young people at the festival wanted to change the world. What were they revolting against? What were their wishes and aims?

What has come of the the flower-power movement? Have the sixties left any traces in today`s society?

P 54, 

For..... political ends.

The Renaissance in England

Robert Bolt, A Man For All Seasons
Read the following extract from the play and explain the historical background of the play. Why is More charged with High Treason? Why does More believe the charge to be unjust?

Briefly characterize More and Henry VIII.

VIE 56

The Renaissance in England

John Donne

In the following extracts John Donne expresses the insecurity of the people of his time faced with a world whose order was turned upside down through fundamental discoveries  and innovations. Which changes and innovations does Donne refer to in the extracts? Point out some other changes of the time.

Short Stories

Read the following short story by Howard McMillen. It's a parody of a well known Hemingway story that we have read in class. Mark and discuss all the parallels you find between McMillen's story and Hemingway's original. 

In what way is this story typical of the short story genre?

Howard McMillen

A Rainy Day...............p43

Fables, Tales and Short Stories

Read the fable 'The Lion and the Mouse'  and answer the following questions:

· What qualities do you generally associate with lions? With mice? Do the animals in this story show these qualities?

· What is the lion's attitude towards mice at the beginning of the fable? Do you think that his attitude might change now?

· Does the lion behave in the way that a human would in a similar situation? Does the mouse? Is this story really about animal behavior or human behavior? Explain.

· What are the typical characteristics of a fable and how is a fable different from a tale or a short story?

The lion and the mouse    p 76  McDougal, Literature

Fable, Tale and Short Story

Read the fable 'The Ant and the Grasshopper'  and answer the following questions.

What are the typical characteristics of a fable? 

Explain the symbolism and personification used in this fable. 

How is a fable different from a tale or a short story?

Ant + grasshopper, p 80

Poverty in India

Read the following passage and look at the cartoons. What do they tell you about the social and political situation in India at the time of Mahatma Gandhi?

Explain the meaning of the cartoons. Why is Gandhi so often depicted with a spinning wheel? Who are the people riding on the elephant?

What are the reasons for the poverty of the Indian population and what measures did Gandhi advocate in order to change this situation?

Elephant cartoon (no text), 

sketch of gandhi, london + spinning wheel (+ text)

Animal Farm

Read the following extracts from Animal Farm and explain the changes that have been made on the farm between extract 1 ('The Seven commandements') , extract 2 ('Comrade Napoleon') and extract 3 (final commandement). What is Napoleon's role? Who is Squealer? How and why do the other animals accept these changes?

Extract 1: 'The Seven Commandments' (p. 23)

Extract 2: 'Comrade Napoleon' (p.80)

Extract 3: One single commandement (p. 114)

ALL ANIMALS ARE EQUAL

BUT SOME ANIMALS ARE MORE

EQUAL THAN OTHERS

Animal Farm

Just as in any classical fable the different animals in Animal Farm are given human qualities which exemplify the different types of human character. Thus the animals on the farm can be taken as a cross-section of human society or more specifically they represent certain political leaders of the time.

Look at the following list of the main characters? What types of people or which political leaders do they stand for?

· Old Major

· Napoleon

· Snowball

· Squealer

· Mr. Jones

· The sheep and the horses

· The dogs

Briefly explain the political background and allusions of the novel.

George Orwell:

Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four

Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four are George Orwell's best known novels. Both are political satires in which he condemns totalitarian society. Compare the two works. What is Orwell warning his readers of?

What does Orwell say about mind-control and freedom of speech? How are the masses controlled and manipulated in the two novels?

How do the following names and concepts fit in? 

	The Party
	Mr. Jones

	Newspeak
	Napoleon

	Big Brother
	Squealer

	Two Minutes Hate
	The dogs

	Ministry of Truth
	The sheep and the horses

	The Proles
	Snowball

	Doublethink
	Old Major

	Winston Smith
	

	Thought Police
	


The Short Story

William Carlos Williams, 'Verbal transcription – 6 a.m.'

Read the following story and briefly sum up what is happening.  Who is the woman talking to? What does the title tell us? In what way is this story typical of the short story genre?  What can you say about the setting and characters of the story?

Here are some inferences about the story. Which do you agree with? Add some of your own if you wish.

· The woman in the story is elderly.

· She is more concerned with her pets than with the sick man.

· The sick man is her husband.

· She is lonely.

· She is kind-hearted.

· She is suffering from shock.

· She doesn't care too much about the sick man.

· She accepts the situation calmly.

Remember that William Carlos Williams is also the author of the poem 'The Red Wheelbarrow'. In what way are the story and the poem similar?

The Red Wheelbarrow

so much depends 

upon

a red wheel

barrow

glazed with rain

water

beside the white 

chickens

Arthur Miller, All My Sons
Read the extract from the last scene of the play and explain its meaning in the context of the play.  What is the conflict about?  Why does Joe Keller say 'Chris, a man can't be a Jesus in this world!' What has he done? What are Joe Keller's values and beliefs?

What values and beliefs does his son Chris stand for?

Explain the title of the play.

Extr. From p 169, 170

Arthur Miller, All My Sons
In this play Arthur Miller confronts the different scales of values of father and son.

Read the following extract from the play and explain its meaning. What are Joe Keller and his wife talking about? Why is Chris angry with his father? Explain the fundamental conflict between Chris and his father.What values and beliefs do they stand for? 

The play also deals with the question of illusion and reality. What illusions do Joe Keller and Kate Keller (mother) live  in?

William Shakespeare,'All the World's a Stage'

Read the following poem by William Shakespeare and briefly paraphrase it. What can you say about the rhyme and rhythm of the poem.

In what way does the poem reflect William Shakespeare's life? Show the parallels between the poem and Shakespeare's life. What do we know about William Shakespeare?

All the world's a stage

Black Like Me

Read the following poem by Wole Soyinka and briefly explain its content. In what way does the poem remind you of the book Black Like Me by John Howard Griffin?

Poem: Telephone Conversation

P23 

Civil Rights: DO THE RIGHT THING

It's the hottest day of the  summer.

You can do nothing,

You can do something,

Or you can

DO  THE RIGHT THING

There have been various attempts to improve the situation of Blacks and other minority groups in America. Who do you think has done 'the right thing'?

What is your opinion on using violence to gain freedom? What do you think of M.L. King's and Malcolm X's statements and attitudes. What attitudes towards violence did you observe in the movie Do the Right Thing.

Black Literature: Survival Strategies

Read the following poem by the black poet Owen Dodson and briefly sum up its content. Who is the speaker of the poem? What is his problem?

Explain the importance of  . Give other examples from the literature we have read.

Briefly explain some of the typical features of Black English that you can find in this poem.

Cross-curricular question: English- Psychology

Barbara Peichl

Mental Problems and Depression in American Literature

The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath 

Read the following poem by Sylvia Plath and briefly summarize its meaning.

What did the speaker of the poem do? Where is she? What does she look like? What does she say about suicide? What does she say about doctors?

Explain the meaning of lines 58 to 63. Why is there a very large charge for a word or a touch?

What might be the reasons for her depression and suicide?

Compare the poem to the novel The Bell Jar.

What are the reasons for  Esther's depressions?.

How does Esther cope with her problems? Can you find any parallels between Esther and Sylvia Plath herself?

The title is an important key to the understanding of the novel's main themes. Explain the image of the bell jar in Esther's life.

The fact that Esther received Electro Shock Therapy and other forms of psychotherapy indicates that she suffered from a severe psychotic illness. Give the name and describe the symptoms of this disorder.
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