Core question:

Outline the setting of Nadine Gordimer’s short story City Lovers. What brings Dr.Leinsdorfer and the colored girl together? What happens to their relationship? Explain the system of Apartheid in the context of the short story.

“He recognized her. He had never seen her standing before, and she was wearing a coat. She was rather small and finely made, for one of them...”

Core question:

Investigate how African author Miriama Ba is addressing the cultural and religious traditions, such as polygamy, that hinder her efforts at greater equality. Describe the setting of So Long a Letter and the different fates of the two protagonists, Ramatoulaye and Aissatou.


Core question:

By the example of Ten Seconds to Hate (see extract) outline of situation in post-Apartheid South Africa. What does the incident in the theatre illustrate? How has South Africa tried to overcome the past? What are current problems?

“You cannot turn in this city without wondering when it will be your turn? 
Well, it was my turn.
You cope. You go to a braai (barbeque) and sit listening when a woman describes her hijacking. You stare, absorbed by her story, although it is nothing new.
You are fascinated by what you perceive as her bravery, her courage, her decision to remain in the country. You do not realise that that is her only way of coping, that there is no other alternative for her.”

