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Erika Miller

Jane Austen

Manners and Customs in 19th Century England


Emma (Gwyneth paltrow) and Mr. Knightly (Jeremy Northam) dance in the 1996 adaptation of Jane Austen's Emma

Jane Austen's novels are colorful portraits of the manners and customs of her time. 

Especially for women life was very different from our present experience.

Give examples of the basic rules of etiquette and describe the typical life of a young woman at Jane Austen's time. Compare these young women's experiences with your own.

Fachbereichsarbeit







Erika Miller

Shadows and Sunshine

The Life and Work of Lucy Maud Montgomery

1. Briefly present your Fachbereichsarbeit and explain why L.M. Montgomery holds such a great fascination for you.

2. In what way does the poem "To the Fringed Gentian" reflect the lives of L.M. Montgomery and her heroine Emilie? What is meant by the Alpine path?

	"To the Fringed Gentian"

Lift up, thy dewy fringed eyes, 

Oh, little Alpine flower,

The tear that trembling on them lies

Has sympathetic power

To move my own, for I, too, dream

With thee of distant heights

Whose lofty peaks are all agleam

With rosy dazzling lights.

Who dreams of wider spheres revealed 

Up higher near the sky

Within the valley's narrow field

Cannot contented lie.

Who longs for mountain breezes rare

Is restless down below

Like me for stronger, purer air

Thou pinest, too, I know.

Where aspirations, hopes, desires

Combining fondly dwell,

Where burn the never-dying flowers

Of Genius' wondrous spell.

Such towering summits would I reach

Who climb and grope in vain,

Oh, little flower, the secret teach

The weary way make plain.

When whisper blossom in thy sleep

How I may upward climb

The Alpine path, so hard, so steep,

That leads to heights sublime.

How I may reach that far-off goal

Of true and honoured fame

And write upon its singing scroll

A woman's humble name.
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Rosemund Danquah

Civil Rights in South Africa
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"Disgrace is a subtle, multilayered story, as much concerned with politics as it is with the itch of male flesh. " (Paul Baley, INDEPENDET)

"It explores the power differentials at various levels of society: between black and white people, men and women, parent and child, lecturer and student."

"This is not a comfortable read with its unpleasant characters, and does not provide an optimistic picture of the future for South Africa."

Explain the meaning of the above readers' comments to J.M. Coetzee's novel Disgrace. 

In what way is Disgrace a political novel of contemporary South Africa?

Give examples of the power struggles in the novel.
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Robert Bauer

The Contemporary Scottish Novel
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"I will start," said the conjuror, "by explaining the physics of the world you live in. Everything you have experienced and are experiencing, form your first glimpse of the Elite café to the metal of that spoon in your fingers, the taste of the soup in your mouth, is made of one thing."

"Atoms," said Lanark.

"No. Print. Some worlds are made of atoms but yours is made of tiny marks marching in neat lines, like armies of insects, across pages and pages and pages of white paper. I say these lines are marching, but that is a metaphor. They are perfectly still. They are lifeless. How can they reproduce the movement and noises of the battle of Borodino, the white whale ramming the ship, the fallen angels on the flaming lake?"

"By being read," said Lanark impatiently.

"Exactly. Your survival as a character and mine as an author depend on us seducing a living soul into our printed world and trapping it here long enough for us to steal the imaginative energy which gives us life. ...

(Lanark, p. 485)

The author has obviously succeeded in trapping you in his world long enough to give it meaning.

Explain the significance of the above passage in the novel. In what way does the elaborate structure of the novel emphasize the theme of freedom and choice?

Lanark has been hailed as one of the most outstanding Scottish novels of our time. What does the author say about Scotland and Scottish society? What makes Lanark typically Scottish?
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Clemens Engelke

F. Scott Fitzgerald

The Great Gatsby

Tender is the Night
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Explain in what way the two novels you have read portray the society of the Jazz Age.

Point out any autobiographical references in Tender is theNight.

Explain the symbolism of the above collage on The Great Gatsby. What does Fitzgerald say about the American Dream?
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Gitti Gölles

Author Study

Ian Mc Ewan

The Comfort of Strangers

The Cement Garden

Enduring Love
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AUTHOR OF AMSTERDAM




Damaged People

In all three novels Ian McEwan portrays deeply disturbed and traumatized characters.

Give examples from the novels. Describe these characters' behavior, give possible reasons, and show the consequences of their behavior on the other (more normal) characters.

How did these odd characters affect you as a reader?
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Kristina Riegebauer

William Burroughs

Naked Lunch

The Cat Inside

Interzone

The only native in Interzone who is neither queer nor available is Andrew Keif's chauffeur, which is not affectation or perversity on Keif's part, but a useful pretext to break off relations with anyone he doesn't want to see: "You made a pass at Aracknid last night. I can't have you to the house again." People are always blacking out in the Zone, whether they drink or not, and no one can say for sure he didn't make a pass at Aracknid's unappetizing person.

...

The Zone is a single, vast building. The rooms are made of a plastic cement that bulges to accommodate people, but when too many crowd into one room there is a soft plop and someone squeezes through the wall right into the next house, the next bed that is, since the rooms are mostly bed where the business of the Zone is transacted. A hum of sex and commerce shakes the Zone like a vast hive:

"Two thirds of one percent. I won't budge from that figure; not even for my bumpkins."

"But where are the bills of lading, lover?"

"Not where you're looking, pet. That's too obvious."

"A bale of levies with built-in falsie baskets. Made in Hollywood."

"Hollywood, Siam."

"Well American style."

"What's the commission? ... The commission. ... The Commission."

"Yes, nugget, a shipload of K.Y. made of genuine whale dreck in the South Atlantic at present quarantined by the Board of Health in Tierra del Fuego. The commission, my dear! If we can pull this off we'll be in clover." (Whale dreck is reject material that accumulates in the process of cutting up a whale and cooking it down. A horrible, fishy mess you can smell for miles. No one has found any use for it.)

Interzone Imports Unlimited, which consists of Marvie and Leif The Unlucky, had latched onto the K.Y. deal. In fact they specialize in pharmaceuticals and run a 24-hour Pro station...

Explain the meaning of the above passage. What is Interzone? Point out all the references to the typical topics and themes of the novel in this passage.

Naked Lunch is not only a novel about the junk world but also a political satire. Explain the metaphorical meaning of the book and its title.
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Sophie Tarta

Philip Roth

Portnoy's Complaint



The Dying Animal
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"Roth is the bravest writer in the United States. He's morally brave, he's politically brave. And Portnoy is part of that bravery." (Cynthia Ozick)

Do you agree with Cynthia Ozick? In what way can Philip Roth be called brave?

What does he say about marriage, family and erotic life in the modern world?

Compare the protagonists of the two novels. What do they have in common?
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Alexander Klug

John Irving

The Hotel New Hampshire

The World According to Garp

Much of the controversy surrounding Irving's fiction centers on his graphic depiction of violence. Rape, mutilation, car- and plane-crashes aren't the least bit funny. . . . Still, the way that Irving writes about them, they are.

Some critics find these incidents sensational and gratuitous, while others argue that they are necessary to underscore the irony of his novels.

What is your opinion on this issue? Are Irving's novels brutal, morbid and negative or do they have a life-affirming quality?

Explain the symbolism of some of the following recurring motifs or refrains in Irving's novels:

"Sorrow floats"

"Watch out for the Under Toad"

"Keep passing the open window."

What do bears have to do with all this?
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Lisa Peichl

Richard Wright

Black Boy

Uncle Tom's Children




"I Have Seen Black Hands"

I am black and I have seen black hands
Raised in fists of revolt, side by side with the white fists
                  Of white workers,
And some day -- and it is only this which sustains me--
Some day there shall be millions and millions of them,
On some red day in a burst of fists on a new horizon!

Explain the meaning of the poem and its relevance in Richard Wright's life and work.

"The white South said that it knew 'niggers', and I was what the white South called 'nigger'. 

Well, the white South had never know me – never known what I thought, what I felt." 

(Richard Wright)

In his autobiography Black Boy Richard Wright has told the world with unforgettable fury and eloquence exactly what he thought and felt as a "black boy".

What were the problems he and the protagonists in Uncle Tom's Children have encountered? What survival strategies have they developed? Give examples from the texts.
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Lukas Steinberger
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Modern Dystopia

in

Animal Farm

Nineteen Eighty-four

Brave New World

Slaughterhouse Five

In all four novels we witness how the individual is manipulated by outside forces. The protagonists of the stories have lost control over their destinies.

Explain the different methods of mind-control that you have encountered in the novels. 

How does Slaughterhouse Five fit in? Is Billy Pilgrim in control of his destiny? Who or what determines his fate?

Can you see any signs of mind-control in our society? Draw parallels between fact and fiction.
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Martin Penz

George Orwell

Eric Arthur Blair

Nineteen Eighty-Four

Down and Out in Paris and London

Read the extract from George Orwell's essay "On Politics and the English Language" and briefly summarize its content. Explain the relationship Orwell sees between politics and the English language. What is the purpose and aim of Orwell's essay? 

How can language be used as a method of mind control? Refer to Orwell's essay and to his novel Nineteen Eighty-Four.

What is Orwell's political creed? In what way does Down and Out in Paris and London show his beliefs?

George Orwell On Politics and the English Language (extracts)

(…(
 Now, it is clear that the decline of a language must ultimately have political and economic causes: it is not simply due to the bad influence of this or that individual writer. But an effect can become a cause; reinforcing the original cause and producing the same effect in an intensified form, and so on indefinitely. A man may take to drink because he feels himself to be a failure, and then fail all the more completely because he drinks. It is rather the same thing that is happening to the English language. It becomes ugly and inaccurate because our thoughts are foolish, but the slovenliness of our language makes it easier for us to have foolish thoughts (…(
This mixture of vagueness and sheer incompetence is the most marked characteristic of modern English prose, and especially of any kind of political writing. As soon as certain topics are raised, the concrete melts into the abstract and no one seems able to think of turns of speech that are not hackneyed: prose consists less and less of words chosen for the sake of their meaning, and more and more of phrases tacked together like the sections of a prefabricated hen-house. (…(
The whole tendency of modern prose is away from concreteness. The attraction of this way of writing is that it is easy. It is easier--even quicker, once you have the habit--to say In my opinion it is not an unjustifiable assumption that than to say I think. (…(
When one watches some tired hack on the platform mechanically repeating the familiar phrases--bestial atrocities, iron heel, blood-stained tyranny, free peoples of the world, stand shoulder to shoulder--one often has a curious feeling that one is not watching a live human being but some kind of dummy: a feeling which suddenly becomes stronger at moments when the light catches the speaker's spectacles and turns them into blank discs which seem to have no eyes behind them. And this is not altogether fanciful. A speaker who uses that kind of phraseology has gone some distance towards turning himself into a machine. The appropriate noises are coming out of his larynx, but his brain is not involved as it would be if he were choosing his words for himself...And this reduced state of consciousness, if not indispensable, is at any rate favorable to political conformity.


In our time, political speech and writing are largely the defence of the indefensible. Things like the continuance of British rule in India, the Russian purges and deportations, the dropping of the atom bombs on Japan, can indeed be defended, but only by arguments which are too brutal for most people to face, and which do not square with the professed aims of political parties. Thus political language has to consist largely of euphemism, question-begging and sheer cloudy vagueness. Defenceless villages are bombarded from the air, the inhabitants drive out into the countryside, the cattle machine-gunned, the huts set on fire with incendiary bullets: this is called pacification. Millions of peasants are robbed of their farms and sent trudging along the roads with no more than they can carry: this is called transfer of population or rectification of frontiers. People are imprisoned for years without trail, or shot in the back of the neck or sent to die of scurvy in Arctic lumber camps; this is called elimination of unreliable elements. Such phraseology is needed if one wants to name things without calling up mental pictures of them.
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Claudia Hödl

Art and Identity 

in

La Tour Dreams of the Wolf Girl

by David Huddle

and

Ellen Foster

by Kaye Gibbons

David Huddle's novel is an intricate, multi-layered story about truth and lies, art and identity. 

The different stories of 

Suzanne and the Mute, 

Suzanne and Jack, 

Vivienne and LaTour

are all woven together in this masterpiece of literature. 

Describe the different relationships, and how they are all interrelated. Explain how art and story-telling help the characters find their identity.

Briefly describe Ellen Foster's quest for identity. What are her methods as compared to Suzanne's and Vivienne's.

Special-topic









Lisa Fürst

use Miriam Zisler's question
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Andreas Hagenauer

Irvine Welsh

The Acid House

Ecstasy

Filth

In his stories Irvine Welsh has painted a portrait of life in the grit and grime of the UK. 

Read the following passage from  the story "The Granton Star Cause" and point out the typical themes and motifs of Welsh's work.

Irvine Welsh has been criticized for his open descriptions of violence and drug abuse. He has been said to glamorize drug-taking. What is your opinion?

"From his location behind the bedroom curtains, Boab plotted revenge. He'd all but absolved Kev for dropping him from the Star, on account of his kindness. However, he was determined to get back at his parents, Evelyn, Rafferty, and the others.

It wasn't all bad being a bluebottle. The power of flight was something he'd have hated to have missed; there had been few greater pleasures than soaring around outside. He also gained a taste for excrement, its rich, sour moistness tantalising his long insect tongue. The other bluebottles who crowded onto the hot shite were not so bad. Boab was attracted to some of them. He learned to appreciate the beauty of the insect body; the sexy, huge, brown eyes, the glistening external skeleton, the appealing mosaic of blue and green, the rough, coarse hairs and the shimmering wings which refracted the sun's golden light.

One day, he flew over by Evelyn's, and caught sight of her leaving the house. He followed her, to her new boyfriend's place. The guy was Tambo, who'd displaced Boab in the Granton Star line-up. He found himself buzzing involuntarily. After watching them fuck like rabbits in every conceivable position, he flew down into the cat's litter tray, checking first that the creature was asleep in its basket.

He munched at a skittery turd not properly buried in the gravel. He then flew into the kitchen, and puked the shite into a curry that Tambo had made. He made several journeys.

The next day Tambo and Evelyn were violently ill with food-poisoning. Observing them feverish and sick gave Boab a sense of power..." (p 132-33)
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Anna Zisler

Jennifer Johnston

Two Moons

"A marvellously affirmative and exhilarating novel which satisfies like a gorgeous piece of music" (Image Magazine)

The Christmas Tree

"...it is difficult to convey the marvelous quality of this book; even more difficult to persuade anyone who has not read it that it is not depressing but life-enhancing. Constance Keating is a major fictional portrait, her death finally noble." (Daily Telegraph)

Even though both novels end with the death of a main character they are described as positive and life-enhancing. Describe Mimi's and Constance's  characters. Do you see any other parallels between the two books? What picture does Jennifer Johnston draw of men and women?

In both novels we find symbols of light. Briefly explain the meaning  of the two moons and the Christmas tree in the novels.
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Claudia Wohlfahrt

Being Different

A Study of Conformity and Rebellion in

Alice Walker, The Color Purple

and

Erica Jong, Fear of Flying

A PEOPLESHAPED TOOMANY

a peopleshaped toomany-ness far too

and will it tell us who we are and will

it tell us why we dream and will it tell

us how we drink crawl eat walk die fly do?

a notalive undead too-nearishness


5

and shall we cry and shall we laugh and shall

entirely our doom steer his great small

wish into upward deepness of less fear

much than more climbing hope meets most despair?

all knowing's having and have is(you guess)

10

perhaps the very unkindest way to kill

each of those creatures called one's self so we'll

not have(but i imagine that yes is

the only living thing)and we'll make yes





e. e. cummings, 1940

What does this poem by e. e. cummings have to do with the two novels you have read?

The poet has obviously played with words and invented his own concepts. Guess the meaning of some of these words and explain the basic message of the poem. What happens when "one's self" meets up with "a peopleshaped toomany-ness"? How does Cummings' creation of words and unique sentence structure contribute to the poem's meaning and to the theme of your special-topic?

Briefly point out how Celie (The Color Purple) and Isadora Wing (Fear of Flying)  see this problem. What is the meaning of Isadora's "fear of flying" and her symbolic lastname?
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Bernhard Kölbl

Pedophiles in Literature

Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita

A.M. Homes, The End of Alice

Read the following Amazon readers' comments and explain whether you agree or disagree with the opinions voiced in them.

· Do you think either of the novels could encourage some men to commit similar crimes? 

In The  End of Alice the narrator talks directly to the reader. He expects us to have become sexually aroused by his fantasies and thus to have tacitly accepted that 'normal' people have them too. 

· What do you make of this? Does the narrator speak for the author?

· What would your reader comment say?

Lolita

This is no love story!, January 4, 1999 

	
	Reviewer: A reader from Cedar Park, TX 


All this hoopla about Lolita made me curious enough to read it. Don't tell me this is about love. This pedophile clearly stalks young girls. Maybe his first true love could never blossom, but to carry that feeling throughout his life screams psychological problems, not love. 
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An Abuse of Power and a Cowardly Male Protagonist, July 6, 2001 

	
	Reviewer: blythe_dollusa (see more about me) from San Francisco Bay Area, California USA 


It's interesting to me to read the intellectualizing of the relationship between Lo and Humbert. Let's keep it real people. Any time a 40-year-old man seduces a 12-year-old girl, it is an abuse of power. Humbert, for all of his romantic allusions and delusions, acted irresponsibly and criminally. It saddens me that so many people really believe that Lo and Humbert's relationship was a real love story. Real love is conscious love-not the desperate, and failed re-enactment of some unfulfilled childhood love and loss. To dismiss the story as comedy minimizes the theme of power imbalance that permeates throughout this book. I'm sick and tired of how often young women are harrassed and sexually abused in this culture and throughout the world. This book is not funny. And the genius of the prose does not compensate for the weak, pathetic excuse of a man that Humbert is described to be. It's a scream that so many men identify with him and I find it interesting that so many readers are quick to turn away from what is really going on in the story-the sexual molestation of a 12-year-old child by an adult male father figure. This denial of reality happens all the time and I'm not surprised that it happens in literary circles as well. –

The End of Alice
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Give me a bucket, September 19, 2002 

	
	Reviewer: Phil Kailer (see more about me) 


Let me say that you will only enjoy this novel if the idea of pedophilia--and the advancement of pedophilia--arouses you in any way. I read with one eye closed, afraid to read the each successive paragraph for fear of what would happen next. It's one thing to dislike a character or two in a novel, it's another thing to despise all of them. 

I am giving the book 2 stars (instead one) only because it is written fairly well. But the disgust factor knocks the rest of the stars out of there

Michael Cunningham, author of Flesh and Blood
The End of Alice is a dark and treacherous as ice on a highway. It establishes A.M. Homes as one of the bravest, most terrifying writers working today. She never plays it safe, and it begins to look as if she can do almost anything. --
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