Christoph Bleimuth 

Paul Auster

The Music of Chance
Mr. Vertigo

Read the two extracts from Paul Auster's novels and explain their significance in the novels.

Compare the relationships between the two main characters of each novel. Can you discern any similarities?

How did the main characters meet?

What are their reasons for staying together?

How do their relationships develop?

Do the two pairs reach their goals?

What have they gained?

Explain the title of the novel The Music of Chance. Does chance also play a role in Mr. Vertigo?

Can you find any other parallels between the two novels? Do any of these parallels and characteristics also apply to 'Augie Wren's Christmas Story' ?

Katharina Anderwald

Two women who don't want to play the game

Sylvia Plath, The Bell Jar

Joan Didion, Play it as it Lays

'New York. Hollywood. Nevada.

Some good times, even great times.

And the other times. When she couldn't sleep alone, stayed up late …

This time she's doing things her way. Remembering what it was like when she held all the aces. Stunned by how little she understood the game.'

This extract from the cover text of Joan Didion's novel Play It As It Lays could almost literally be used to describe Esther's life in Sylvia Plath's novel The Bell Jar.

Explain why the two protagonists Maria and Esther cannot play along?  What are the reasons for their depressions? How do Esther and Maria cope with their problems?

In both novels the titles are important keys to the understanding of the main themes. Explain the meanings of the two titles in the context of the novels.

Astrid Schönbacher

Mind Control in Utopian Literature

Aldous Huxley, Brave New World

George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four

Read the extract from George Orwell's essay "On Politics and the English Language" and briefly summarize its content. 

Explain the relationship Orwell sees between politics and the English language. 

What is the purpose and aim of Orwell's essay? 

How can language be used as a method of mind control? Refer to Orwell's essay  and to his novel Nineteen Eighty-Four.

Which other means of mind control have you found in the novels of Orwell and Huxley? 

Can you find any signs of mind control in contemporary society?

George Orwell On Politics and the English Language (extracts)

(…(
 Now, it is clear that the decline of a language must ultimately have political and economic causes: it is not simply due to the bad influence of this or that individual writer. But an effect can become a cause; reinforcing the original cause and producing the same effect in an intensified form, and so on indefinitely. A man may take to drink because he feels himself to be a failure, and then fail all the more completely because he drinks. It is rather the same thing that is happening to the English language. It becomes ugly and inaccurate because our thoughts are foolish, but the slovenliness of our language makes it easier for us to have foolish thoughts (…(
This mixture of vagueness and sheer incompetence is the most marked characteristic of modern English prose, and especially of any kind of political writing. As soon as certain topics are raised, the concrete melts into the abstract and no one seems able to think of turns of speech that are not hackneyed: prose consists less and less of words chosen for the sake of their meaning, and more and more of phrases tacked together like the sections of a prefabricated hen-house. (…(
The whole tendency of modern prose is away from concreteness. The attraction of this way of writing is that it is easy. It is easier--even quicker, once you have the habit--to say In my opinion it is not an unjustifiable assumption that than to say I think. (…(
When one watches some tired hack on the platform mechanically repeating the familiar phrases--bestial atrocities, iron heel, blood-stained tyranny, free peoples of the world, stand shoulder to shoulder--one often has a curious feeling that one is not watching a live human being but some kind of dummy: a feeling which suddenly becomes stronger at moments when the light catches the speaker's spectacles and turns them into blank discs which seem to have no eyes behind them. And this is not altogether fanciful. A speaker who uses that kind of phraseology has gone some distance towards turning himself into a machine. The appropriate noises are coming out of his larynx, but his brain is not involved as it would be if he were choosing his words for himself...And this reduced state of consciousness, if not indispensable, is at any rate favorable to political conformity.


In our time, political speech and writing are largely the defence of the indefensible. Things like the continuance of British rule in India, the Russian purges and deportations, the dropping of the atom bombs on Japan, can indeed be defended, but only by arguments which are too brutal for most people to face, and which do not square with the professed aims of political parties. Thus political language has to consist largely of euphemism, question-begging and sheer cloudy vagueness. Defenceless villages are bombarded from the air, the inhabitants drive out into the countryside, the cattle machine-gunned, the huts set on fire with incendiary bullets: this is called pacification. Millions of peasants are robbed of their farms and sent trudging along the roads with no more than they can carry: this is called transfer of population or rectification of frontiers. People are imprisoned for years without trail, or shot in the back of the neck or sent to die of scurvy in Arctic lumber camps; this is called elimination of unreliable elements. Such phraseology is needed if one wants to name things without calling up mental pictures of them.

Michaela Just

Extraordinary Characters in John Irving's Novels

A Prayer for Owen Meany and The World According to Garp

Read the following critical commentaries on A Prayer for Owen Meany and The World According to Garp. Do you agree with these commentaries? Explain their meaning in the context of the novels.

What, according to you, makes John Irving's novels so fascinating. Identify the recurring themes, symbols and characteristics  of Irving's novels.

	The World According to Garp

… Is "Overwhelming…

Funny and serious, absurd and realistic, fast-moving and thoughtful. . . . Buy two copies; you'll wear out the first with rereading." (Pittsburgh Press)

… Is  "Superb!…

It is not easy to find the words to convey the joy, the excitement, the passion. . . . The imagination soars as Irving draws us inexorably into Garp's world. . . Swirling around Garp and his family are some of the most colorful characters in recent fiction." (Publishers Weekly)


	A Prayer for Owen Meany

"One of the most subtle and brilliant artistic examinations  yet of America and America's involvement in Vietnam." (San jose Mercury News)

"A wondrous novel . . . ultimately beguiling in its soulful account of a remarkable friendship. . . Irving's ability to create idiosyncratic characters and put them through weirdly ridiculous yet realistic paces has never been in finer fettle. Humor partnered with compassion, wisdom with absurdity, leave the reader both mirthful and tearful."

"Mr. Irving is more than popular. He is a Populist, determined to keep alive the Dickensian tradition that revels in colorful set pieces and teaches moral lessons…. More than any of his novels since Garp,  A PRAYER FOR OWEN MEANY embraces those 19th century qualities."


Jan Marot

Hip Hop Culture

Listen to and read the following extract from the song "My Block" and sum up what the artist says about life  in his block.

In what way is this song typical of Hip Hop? What is Hip Hop? Where does it come from? What are the main topics and themes?

What is your opinion on the violent and explicit language of many Hip Hop lyrics? What makes Hip Hop so fascinating for young people?

Text:

Tina Panzitt

Two Rebellious Teenagers:

Holden Caulfield and Holly Golightly

The main characters in J.D. Salinger's novel The Catcher in the Rye and Truman Capote's novella Breakfast at Tiffany's are both rebellious teenagers of the 1940s and 50s. Describe their characters and the similarities and differences between them.

What are they rebelling against? What are they fighting for?

The titles of both novels are keys to the understanding of the main characters. Explain the meaning and significance of the two titles.

Katharina Ganster: Question about the Fachbereichsarbeit: 

Inikaga na Hanbleceya: 

Sources of Identification among the Lakota Nation.

Explain the main characteristics of the Lakota Indians. What are their main rituals and sacred symbols? Explain the significance of the picture below.

Compare the Lakota system of values and beliefs to our western values.

Elk dreamer, cover picture

Georg Bauer: Question about the Fachbereichsarbeit

Jewish American Humor

as a Means of Coming to Terms with the Past

The list of Jewish comedians is a long one, and for centuries, Jews have been known for their humor. The Talmud even says that when Rav lectured, he always started with a joke. This great sage was speaking to thousands of students on serious Torah topics – and telling jokes! Why?

Explain the role humor plays in Jewish literature and culture. Give examples from your reading.

Hannes Reinisch

J. D. Salinger

Here's what Edgar Wibeau, the narrator in Ulrich Plenzdorf's novel Die Leiden des jungen W. says about The Catcher in the Rye.

"Der soll sich mal den Salinger durchlesen. Das ist echt, Leute! Ich kann euch nur raten, ihn zu lesen, wenn ihr ihn irgendwo aufreissen könnt. Reisst euch das Ding unter den Nagel, wenn ihr es bei irgendwem stehen seht, und gebt es nicht wieder her! Leiht es euch aus und gebt es nicht wieder zurück. Ihr sagt einfach, ihr habt es verloren. Das kostet 5 Mark, na und?"

Do you agree with Edgar Wibeau? What is so special about The Catcher in the Rye?  Why is it so controversial? 

Identify and explain the main characteristics  and themes of  Salinger's works and give examples from the stories you have read. 

Cristoph Kammerlander

On the Road…. in the United States

The two novels On the Road and The Drive-thru Museum both describe extensive trips across the United States. Both portray American society, lifestyle and landscape. Compare and contrast the two views of America keeping in mind that they were written at different times. Explain the following two quotes in the context of the novels.

What is your personal view and experience? Do you see America the way Jack Kerouac or Andy Soutter does?

"Jack Kerouac's On the Road was the Huckleberry Finn of the mid-twentieth century. Kerouac substituted the road for the river, the fast car for the slow raft, the hipster in search of freedom for the black slave in search of freedom…" 

"America used to be the place where the future happened first; but wherever we went I found a nation hooked on its past, from its movies and TV to the question of who killed JFK, from Freudian therapeutic strategies to an obsession with the morals and deeds of the ancient Israelites. In everyday American landscapes, domestic trappings, and in the way people move, speak and dress, the past is invoked to an extraordinary degree, while the future seems to be on ice for the duration…"

Nadja Kalb

Scandalous Literature

D.H. Lawrence, Lady Chatterly's Lover
and

Salman Rushdie, The Satanic Verses

Read the following reactions to the two novels and explain the reasons and background for such harsh criticism. What makes Lady Chatterly's Lover and The Satanic Verses so offensive?

Were you offended when reading them?

"Famous Novelist's Shameful Book – A Landmark in Evil" (John Bull)

…the most evil outpouring that has ever besmirched the literature of our country. The sewers of French pornography would be dragged in vain to find a parallel in beastliness. The creations of muddy-minded perverts peddled in the back-street bookstalls of Paris are prudish by comparison. … Unfortunately for literature Mr. Lawrence has a diseased mind. He is obsessed by sex.

"I inform all zealous Muslims of the world that the author of the book entitled The Satanic Verses – which has been compiled, printed and published in opposition to Islam, the Prophet, and the Qur'an – and all those involved in its publication who were aware of its content, are sentenced to death.

I call on all zealous Muslims to execute them quickly, wherever they may be found, so that no one else will dare to insult the Muslim sanctities. God willing, whoever is killed on this path is a martyr.

(Ayatollah Khomeni)

Mirjam Zisler

Jamaica Kincaid

A Small Place

Annie John

" Nothing can erase my rage - … - for this wrong can never be made right, and only the impossible can make me still: can a way be found to make what happened not have happened?" (A Small Place, p.32)

 In both books the author/protagonist seems to be very angry and enraged. What are the reasons for Jamaica Kincaid's anger in the essay A Small Place ? What makes Annie John  so angry ? How do they resolve the problems?

Explain  Jamaica Kincaid's main themes and concerns giving examples from your reading.

How has her own biography influenced her writing? 

Describe Jamaica Kincaid`s typical style.

Clara Foissner

Rebecca Wells

Little Altars Everywhere

Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood

1. Wells uses multiple narrators to unfold her story in Little Altars Everywhere. What advantages are gained by this?

2. Religious imagery abounds in the novels. Give some examples. Why might Wells rely so heavily on religious imagery to describe everyday experiences?

What attitude do the novels take toward institutional religion, spirituality and human suffering. Catholicism is a strong presence in both novels. How does Catholicism both bless and damage the Walker family?

Sven Haidinger

Michael Crichton

Jurassic Park

Disclosure

Read the following extract from Jurassic Park and explain in what way the description of a modern mathematician is both typical of Dr. Malcolm and of Michael Crichton himself.

Explain the reasons for Michael Crichton's success. What makes his books so compelling?
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David Rottensteiner

Immigration Problems in the USA

The Tortilla Curtain

Green Card

T. Coraghessan Boyle has chosen the following quotation from John Steinbeck's  The Grapes of Wrath as an epigraph for his novel The Tortilla Curtain. In what way is this quote representative of the novel?

"They ain't human. A human being wouldn't live like they do. A human being couldn't stand it to be so dirty and miserable."

(John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath)

Describe the situation of immigrants to the USA as you know it from literature and official sources.

Jacqueline Nistelberger

Nicholas Evans

The Horse Whisperer

The Loop

Nicholas Evans chose the following quotation from the great Indian holy man Black Elk as an epigraph for his novel The Loop. In what way does this quote reflect the main themes of the novel?

In both novels the author seems to contrast the lifestyle and values of the American West with those of the East. His protagonists move from the East to the West in the course of the novels. Explain the symbolism of this move. Which values does Evans attribute to the East and the West? 

Christian Isak

Stephen King

Master of Horror

For more than 30 years, King has mastered the art of darkness and become a multi-millionaire in the process. He has written more than 35 novels and is the world's bestselling novelist. Stephen King's novels are bubbling with terror and suspense, his well or horrors seems as deep and inexhaustible as his riches must now be.

King himself used to refer to himself as the "Big Mac and large fries" of the literary world. What could he mean by this?

Explain the reasons for Stephen King's success. What makes his books so popular? What are the typical ingredients of King's novels?

Briefly explain the following Ode to Stephen King .

                         As I took The Long Walk

                         Through The Waste Lands to the Dark Tower of my

                         Soul

                         Through what they would later call The Storm of the

                         Century

                         My Desperation triggered my Insomnia causing me

                         great Misery

                         I had to take a raincheck on my date with Carrie.

                         And As I walked The Green Mile ever farther

                         Dolores Claiborne stopped and picked me up in Christine

                         I knew I was forever a Stephen King fan... 

                     submitted by Ed Anderson 

Georg Bauer

New Scottish Writing

Ian McEwan, The Comfort of Strangers

Will Self, Great Apes
You have chosen two very controversial novels. Readers' comments range from "brilliant" and "wonderful"  to "truly frightening" or "recycle!!!"

Read the following reviews and compare them to your personal reactions to the novels.

The New York Times Book Review, Gary Krist


Obviously, Great Apes is not a book that will delight everyone. In places, its humor caroms toward the sophomoric
 (not to mention the scatological
), and there are times when Self's readers may feel as if they're trapped in a windowless room with a monstrously intelligent, diabolically articulate adolescent….

Amazing plot, extraordinary moral, terribly written   August 23, 1999 Reviewer: A reader from Memphis, Tennessee 

Upon hearing about the concept for Self's new endeavor, one might think that this book could possibly be one of the best reads of all time. I felt that same way...I was sadly mistaken. Although the plot was extraordinary and the moral strong, the writing did not flow well at all. It seemed as if Self was trying to say "Look at all the difficult, complex sentences I can write. Look at my usage of big words. I'm one of the best writers around!" Stop showing off Mr. Self, concentrate on the plot at hand. It seemed as if the first 90 pages were trying to show the reader how Simon lived his life as a human. Well, the first 90 pages are nothing but a nauseating, hardcore porn novel. If you can get past the porn, the plot begins to finally develop. It becomes interesting. But the writing style is still horrible. In the end, the moral the story teaches is profound. But the reader will still reflect on Great Apes as a horribly written book.  

(Amazon.com, Customer Review)

The Comfort of Strangers

Customer Reviews (Amazon.com)

Disappointing!

Reviewer: Sarah from Australia

I found The Comfort of Strangers to be disappointing. At points the use of symbolism by the writer was so blatant
 it became mundane
. For example when Colin and Mary first meet Robert they notice he is wearing a tiny razor blade around his neck. Many events in the plot were left frustratingly unexplained, instead of creating mystery, they cause the story to become unbelievable…

Christina Eckhart

Mental Illness in Literature

Of Mice and Men

One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest

Forrest Gump

The protagonists of the three novels/stories are all "free spirits" in different ways. They do not conform to society's expectations and have their own views of the world.  In what way are their views different from the accepted standard? 

What are Lennie's, McMurphy's and Forrest Gump's dreams and goals in life?  What hinders them? Do they succeed?

Sabine Barry

Ernest Hemingway

The Old Man and the Sea

A Farewell to Arms

"A man can be destroyed but not defeated."

Explain this essential theme in Hemingway's novels The Old Man and the Sea and A Farewell to Arms.

Nina Ulrich

Ernest Hemingway

The Old Man and the Sea

A Farewell to Arms

Both novels are closely linked to Hemingway's biography. Explain the autobiographic elements in the novels.

What are the main themes that can be found in both novels and how do they reflect the author's values and beliefs?

Xaver Daublebsky

John Steinbeck

Of Mice and Men

The Pearl

"The Chrysanthemums"

Read the following passage from Of Mice and Men. In what way is it typical of John Steinbeck's works?

Who are the typical protagonists of his stories? Briefly describe their problems and their dreams. Do their dreams ever come true?

Page 1, mice and men

Kristiana Steiner

Edgar Allan Poe

Madness and Romantic Features
Reread the poem "For Annie". Briefly sum up its content and explain in what way it fulfills Poe's criteria of good poetry stated in his "Philosophy of Composition".

Which of Poe's characteristics make him a typically "romantic" writer?




For  annie 

Anna Beiglböck

Gangs in Great Britain

Courttia Newland, The Scholar

John Davison, Gangsta

Explain in what way  Cory, the protagonist of The Scholar  is a typical gang member. What are the reasons for his behavior?

Explain the reasons for gang membership in general and briefly describe the current situation in Great Britain.

Suggest solutions to the problem.

Sandra Schinnerl

On the Road to Downtown

The Sixties in American Literature 

Anne Rivers Siddons, Downtown (1994)
Jack Kerouac, On the Road (1957)
Even though none of  the two novels was published during the sixties, they are both excellent portraits of that time.

Explain in what way the two novels express the values and new ideas of the sixties. Which historical and political events play a role in Downtown? What is the author's attitude towards these events?

Briefly explain the meaning of the headline "On the Road to Downtown".

Barbara Peichl

E.M. Forster

A Room with a View

A Passage to India
"I can show you a beautiful picture in my Italian diary: 

Miss Honeychurch as a kite, Miss Bartlett holding the string.

Picture number two: the string breaks."

A Room with a View

Explain the significance of the above pictures and quotes in the context of E.M. Forster's work.

Kathi Postl

Dorothy Parker

Poetry and Short Stories

Résumé
Razors pain you;

Rivers are damp;

Acids stain you;

And drugs cause cramp.

Guns aren't lawful;

Nooses
 give;

Gas smells awful;

You might as well live.

SONG OF ONE OF THE GIRLS

Here in my heart I am Helen;

I'm Aspasia and Hero, at least.

I'm Judith, and Jael, nd Madame de Stael;

I'm Salome, moon of the East.

Here in my soul I am Sappho;

Lady Hamilton am I, as well.

In me Récamier vies with Kitty O'Shea,

With Dido, and Eve, and poor Nell.

I'm of the glamorous ladies

At whose beckoning history shook.

But you are a man, and see only my pan,

So I stay at home ……………………….(1)

(1) Choose one of the following endings. Which one is Dorothy Parker's ending?

A: …and cook

B: … with a book

Read the above poems by Dorothy Parker and underline all the references to the author's typical themes.

In what way are these poems typical of Dorothy Parker's life and work? In which other poems or stories does the author treat the same topics? Give examples.

Coda

There's little in taking or giving,

There's little in water or wine;

This living, this living, this living

Was never a project of mine.

Oh, hard is the struggle, and sparse is

The gain of the one at the top,

For art is a form of catharsis,

And love is a permanent flop,

And work is the province of cattle,

And rest's for a clam in a shell,

So I'm thinking of throwing the battle-

Would you kindly direct me to hell?

Valentin Leeb

Oscar Wilde

The Picture of Dorian Gray

An Ideal Husband

In both works Oscar Wilde portrays London's society around 1900. What is Wilde's view of his contemporaries. Explain the author's attitude giving examples from the two works.

The Picture of Doran Gray hasn't lost any of its appeal for the modern reader. Explain what makes the novel so valid in our time.

Susi Wieser

Women's Liberation in the 19th Century

Kate Chopin, The Awakening

"The Story of an Hour"

"Regret"

Jane Austen, Persuasion

The heroines of all the above stories are caught within the limitations of the social conventions of their time. Explain the nature of these limitations as well as the different ways the heroines try to break them.

To what extent do these women reach their goals? 

Briefly explain the symbolism of Edna's learning to swim and her wish 'to swim, where no woman has swum before'

Andrew Hofer

David Brin

The Uplift Series

In the Afterword of Heaven's Reach David Brin says

'Many people have asked questions about my Uplift series. This is certainly not the fist time an author speculated about the possibility of genetically altering non-sapient animals. … But I also noticed that nearly all these tales assume that human masters will always do the maximally stupid/evil thing. In other words, if we meddle with animals to raise their intelligence, it will be in order to enslave and abuse them… The Uplift series tries to take things to the next level.'

Explain what Brin means by this 'next level'. What is 'uplifting' and what are its consequences?

The author also says that 'a galaxy might burn out all too easily, unless something regulates how colonists treat their planets, forcing them to think about the long run, beyond short-term self-interest. The Uplift Universe shows one way this might occur.'

Explain how the characters of the Uplift Universe solve this problem.

Alexander Hirschbeck

Graham Greene

The Third Man

TheFallen Idol

Graham Greene has said that 

"The film story, The Third Man, was never written to be read but only to be seen…" Normally "to the novelist, of course his novel is the best he can do with a particular subject; he cannot help resenting many of the changes necessary for turning it into a film play; but The Third Man was never intended to be more than the raw material for a picture. The reader will notice many differences between the story and the film, and he should not imagine these changes were forced on an unwilling author: as likely as not they were suggested by the author. The film in fact is better than the story because it is in this case the finished state of the story."

1. Do you agree with the author? What differences between the film and the book have you noticed. Give examples of such changes and explain in what way they improve the story.

2. The world Greene's characters inhabit is a fallen one, where evil is a constantly present force. Give examples of the author's preoccupation with sin and moral failure and explain his attitude.

3. Graham Greene termed his first string of novels "entertainments". What are the typical features of this genre. How do the The Third Man and "The Basement Room" fit into this category?

Maike Leberl

Politics and War in Classic Literature

George Orwell, Animal Farm

Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities

"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way…"

These are the opening lines of Charles Dickens' novel A Tale of Two Cities. I dare say that, with very few changes, they could also be the opening lines of Animal Farm. Do you agree?

What are the parallels between the two novels that were written centuries apart.

Antonia Jöbstl

Death Penalty

Facts and Figures

John Grisham, The Chamber

Sister Helen Prejean, Dead Man Walking

Why do we kill

People

Who kill people

To show that

Killing people

Is wrong?

1. Explain some of the reasons why the death penalty is still in use in the USA. 

2. What are Sister Helen Prejean's arguments against the death penalty.

3. Compare the  trials of the criminals in the two novels. Why were they both sentenced to death? In what way are their stories similar?

Katharina Ganster

W. B. Yeats

Death and Decay in Yeats' Poetry

Read  the following poem and explain its meaning. What does the poet say about life and death? What does he say about art?

In what way is this poem typical of Yeats?

Isabell Kordon

Northern Ireland:

David Bleakly, Two states, one people
Bernard Mac Laverty, Cal
· Explain the  origin of the Irish conflict. How did religion originally come to play an important role in the history of Ireland?

· Discuss to what extent the plot of Cal effectively conveys the situation in Northern Ireland to the reader.

· Is Cal a victim or a perpetrator? Explain your choice.

�  Intellectually pretentious, immature


�  If you describe something as scatological, you mean that it deliberately refers to or represents faeces in some way; a formal word


� obvious


� common, ordinary, banal


� a circular loop at the end of a piece of rope, allows to be tightened





maturaspecials2000.doc / 2000-10-09 / Page 33 of 35

