What is a special topic?

Your special topic for the oral final exam must be an independent study project. You may use topics dealt with in class as a starting point, but your focus and the literature you use must be your own choice. Basically there are three types of projects you can do:

· Author Study: Read two to three books  plus a few stories by one author. Identify his/her characteristics (themes, style,...) Include some biographical information if relevant.

· Civilization Study: Find a well-defined topic and thesis. Don't just paraphrase info from geography or history books.

e.g.: "The  two sides of the Civil Rights Movement in the US: M.L.King and MalcolmX"  Read two to three books about your topic. A mixture of non-fiction and fiction would be most interesting.

· Theme Study in Literature: Read two to three books + a few short texts that treat a similar theme. Compare and contrast them, find a main focus, similarities and differences...

The  examples below might give you ideas. Go to the library and browse.  Choose an author who you really like or find a topic or theme that truly interests you. Make an outline for your project. The outline should include:

Topic/Title:

Five questions you want to answer in your project:

Titles of books:

Titles of stories/ short texts or poems (if possible at this stage) 

Hand in your outline by ……………………………
Read at least one book this quarter. Keep a reading diary and mark interesting passages in your book. Read the second book during quarter III and finish your project  at the beginning of quarter IV. You will be too busy preparing for the finals after that.

You may of course include any other literature that you have read in addition to the 2-3 new books.

Your project folder must include:

· Title and outline

· Bibliography : Please add copies of  any short texts you have used (stories, articles, internet pages, poems)

· Answers to your 5 questions: Do not write a project paper in form of a structured literary analysis or essay. Lists, individual paragraphs, answers to your questions, background information,  subtopics... are o.k.

Show me that you have worked on the topic, make sure your focus is clear to me (otherwise I might ask you questions you cannot answer).

Attention: Unstructured doesn't mean messy!!!!! Hand in a well-organized folder of your work.

Organizing your ideas in the folder will also help you organize them in your brain.

Ideas:  This is a rough brainstorming of possible topics that have worked well in the past. Use your imagination and expand the list. Define your very personal focus or suggest a new topic that truly interests you.
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