Schriftliche Reifeprüfung aus Englisch (Mittersprache)

Choose one of the three writing tasks:
A: Creative Writing: Short Story

Nobody can make it out here alone!
Choose one of the following poems and use it as the basis for an original short story. Indicate clearly which impulse you have chosen.

Your narrative should be 

· closely related to the poem

· characteristic of the short story genre (plot, character, point of view,)

· well planned and structured

· approximately 800 words long

· have a fitting title

Before you start writing decide who is the main character of your story. Imagine the character`s situation and thoughts in as much detail as possible. Where is he/she? What type of person is he/she? Think of the character`s age, behavior, looks, profession, family status,… What are the character`s problems? Plan an interesting turning point or epiphany before you start to write.

Poem…+ picture

B: Essay Writing

Read the essay “Dumpster Diving” by Lars Eighner, then answer the following questions as fully as possible in complete sentences and in your own words.

Questions about the text:

1. Eighner identifies three main stages “a person goes through in learning to scavenge” (paragraph 5). What are these stages, and do all scavengers experience each one? 

2. In paragraph 2 Eighner distinguishes between “foraging” and “scavenging”. What is the distinction he makes? How does it relate to the overall meaning of the essay?

3. How does Eighner decide what to keep when he digs though Dumpsters? How does he decide a thing’s value? 

4. Eighner ends his essay with the statement “I am sorry for them.” Whom is he sorry for, and why? How dies this statement relate to the main point of the essay?
Writing: Write a well structured essay of about 800 words considering the following points:

Can Money Buy Happiness?

Eighner writes that since he became a scavenger he hardly “pick[s] up a thing without envisioning the time [he]  will cast it away. This, [he thinks], is a healthy state of mind.” 

Do you agree? What associations do you have with material objects that cause you to support or deny Eighner’s claim? Do you own things that matter a great deal to you, or would it be relatively easy to cast many of your possessions away?

Can money and material things buy happiness? What does a person need to be happy?

Write a well structured essay arguing either for or against Eighner’s position. Provide your own illustrations and evidence to support your argument.

Dumpster Diving

By Lars Eighner (slightly abridged)

I began Dumpster diving about a year before I became homeless. I prefer the term scavenging.  I have heard people, evidently meaning to be polite, use the word foraging, but I prefer to reserve that word for gathering nuts and berries, which I also do.

I like the frankness of the word scavenging. I live from the refuse of others. I am a scavenger. I think it a sound and honorable niche, although I would naturally prefer to live the comfortable consumer life, perhaps – and only perhaps – as a  less wasteful consumer owing to what I have learned .

All my clothes come from Dumpsters. Boom boxes, candles, bedding, toilet paper, medicine, books, a typewriter, all came from Dumpsters. And, yes, I eat from Dumpsters, too.

There is a predictable series of stages that a person goes through in learning to scavenge. At first the new scavenger is filled with disgust and self-loathing. He is ashamed of being seen.

This stage passes with experience. The scavenger finds a pair of shoes that fit, look and smell brand-new. He finds a calculator in perfect working order. He finds pristine ice cream, still frozen, more than he can eat. He begins to understand: people do throw away perfectly good stuff.

At this stage he may become lost and never recover. All the Dumpster divers I have known come to the point of trying to acquire everything they touch. Why not, it is all free. This is hopeless, and most divers come to realize that they must restrict themselves to items of relatively immediate utility.

Quite a number of people, not all of the bohemian type, are willing to brag that they found this or that piece in the trash.

But eating from Dumpsters separates the dilettanti from the professionals. Eating safely involves three principles: using the senses and common sense to evaluate the condition of the found materials; knowing the Dumpsters of a given area and checking them regularly; and seeking always to answer the question “Why was this discarded?”

Yet perfectly good food can be found in Dumpsters. Canned goods, for example, turn up fairly often. I also have few qualms about dry foods such as crackers  and pasta if they are free of visible contaminants and still … crisp. Raw fruits and vegetables with intact skins seem perfectly safe, excluding  the obviously rotten. 

I still get dysentery at least once a month, oftener in warm weather. I do not want to paint too romantic a picture. Dumpster diving has serious drawbacks as a way of life.


I find from the experience of scavenging two rather deep lessons.  First: to take what I can use and let  the rest go.   I have come to think that there is no value in the abstract.  A thing I cannot use or make useful, perhaps by trading, has no value, however fine or rare it may be.  


The second lesson is  the transience of material being.  I do not suppose that ideas are immortal, but certainly they are longer-lived than material objects.


The things I find in Dumpsters, the love letters and rag dolls, remind me of this.  Now I hardly pick up a thing without envisioning the time I will cast it away.  This, I think is a healthy state of mind.  


My desire to grab for the gaudy bauble has been largely sated.  This is an attitude I share with the very wealthy – we both know there is plenty more. Between us are the rat-race millions who have confounded their selves with the objects they grasp and who nightly scavenge the cable channels for they know not what.


I am sorry for them. 


C: Writing about poetry

America: From Melting Pot to Multiculturalism

Read the following poems and lyrics. What pictures do the different speakers of the poems paint of America?

Has the age-old notion of the American melting pot come true? Based upon your understanding of the poems explain the other metaphors of the American national character.

Write about 800 words.

Poems + pictures
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