Part A: Opinion Essay: Version 1
Can Money Buy Happiness?


In its August issue, Money magazine reported the results of a survey on the ageless question, "Can money buy happiness?" 
It turns out, said the magazine's managing editor, Eric Schurenberg, following the money doesn't necessarily put you on the path to happiness. 
On The Early Show Tuesday, Schurenberg summarized the results of his survey: “Money can make you happy but having more money doesn't make you more happy. That's where a lot of people go wrong.”
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%  who are very happy




-20k = (under 20 000$ family income per year)
Write a well-structured essay stating your opinion on this issue.

· Do you agree with Eric Schurenberg’s statement and with the results of the survey? 

· To what extent can money or material things buy happiness?

· According to you, what does a person need to be happy?

Write 350-400 words.

Part A: Opinion Essay: Version 2
Can Money Buy Happiness?
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   %    who  are very happy

-20k = (under 20 000$ family income )




Write a well-structured essay stating your opinion on this issue.

· Do you agree with any of the above statements? 

· To what extent can money or material things buy happiness?

· According to you, what does a person need to be happy?

Write 350-400 words.

Part B: Choose one of the two tasks: Narrative Writing OR Job Application
Job Application:
Write a letter of application for the job advertised below. You may invent some plausible details and fitting experiences. Write about 200-250 words. Do not write any addresses.
About the Job
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The Caretaker of the Islands of the Great Barrier Reef is a newly created position. There are a few minor tasks that need to be taken care of, but the most important duty is to produce a daily internet blog and let us know what’s taking place around the Great Barrier Reef.

Living above the Great Barrier Reef for six months is a pretty unique benefit, but you’ll also be well-paid – a salary of AUD$150,000 for a six-month contract. Plus, your accommodation will be provided on Hamilton Island. And there’s plenty of room if you choose to share your experience with a friend or your family.

Selection Criteria

We’re looking for someone with an adventurous attitude, passion for the outdoors and good communication skills. Tourism Queensland will be selecting applicants based on:

- Enthusiasm for the role

- Entertainment value 

- Presentation and media skills 
- Practical skills (feeding fish, cleaning the pools...)
Or: Narrative Writing:
The Blind Date

Sue and Harry have met in an internet chat-room and have arranged to meet in a café for the first time. 

Write a short narrative describing Sue or Harry waiting for their date. Describe

· the setting and atmosphere

· his/her thoughts, expectations or worries

· the moment he/she enters the café.

· Write your story from a first person narrator’s point of view

Do not describe the date itself. 
Your story should be about 250 words long.
A possible solution, but a bit too long...

I couldn’t even fit in Harry’s appearance in the 250 words!!!

If we use this task we’ll have to be lenient if they write a bit more.

I was ready to go. With a deep breath I pushed the door open and entered the Café “Die Schwalbe”. We had agreed to meet on the first floor balcony, overlooking the river and the Kunsthaus. I quickly passed the tiny downstairs room avoiding the smoke-filled air. As I walked up the narrow winding staircase to the upper floor, I felt my heartbeat getting faster and my breath being unusually short. I stopped for a second before stepping out onto the balcony and took a deep gulp of the cool spring air that came wafting in through the door. Would he already be waiting for me, or was I the first one to arrive?
A quick glance around the balcony told me, that I was the first one. Relax, I said to myself. This isn’t an exam you are waiting for.

Luckily my favorite table in the corner was free and I sat down facing the river and the bright green spring leaves on the trees on the other side. The sun was shining into my face and I took out my sunglasses, which did not only shield my eyes from the bright spring sun but also served as a very comfortable shield of privacy. Behind my dark sunglasses I could let my eyes wander around secretly, scanning the guests at the other tables as well as the door, that, at any minute, would open again for Harry.
Harry, sweet Harry, whose chat-room messages had all been full of empathy and warmth. 
The sunlight that was reflected by the three golden swallows on the facade of the Café had painted a magic pattern on the glass door and I felt myself being carried away by these magic birds, high up into the blue sky, with Harry...
When the door opened and the man with the red rose stepped out, I fell from the sky.

314 words
Yes, Money Can Buy Happiness . . .


By � HYPERLINK "http://tierneylab.blogs.nytimes.com/author/john-tierney/" \o "See all posts by John Tierney" �John Tierney�


. . . but probably not in the way you imagined. Spending it on yourself may not do much for your spirits, but spending it on others will make you happier, according to a report from a team of social psychologists in the new issue of � HYPERLINK "http://www.sciencemag.org/magazine.dtl" �Science�. 








"Whoever said money can't buy happiness isn't spending it right." (Lexus Ad)


�





Can Money Buy Happiness?


Of course not! Or can it? Surprising new research sheds light on how you can (and can't) spend your way to a sunnier outlook on life.





Money won't buy you happiness


Higher income doesn't have a huge impact on long-term satisfaction...





Maybe Money CAN Buy Happiness


Can money buy happiness? It's easy to say no, and probably correct, but that's just a way to stop thinking about the tougher issues. What is your relationship to money, for example, and how do you use this most powerful of worldly tools?


Maybe you see that chasing after money for its own sake is destructive, but isn't it equally damaging to have such a powerful instrument in your hands while pretending it has no importance?
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