1. Listening Comprehension

How the water got to the plains
A traditional Australian dreamtime story, told by Olga Miller

When travelling through the arid regions of Australia, Aboriginal people would move from waterhole to waterhole. The Butchulla people of Fraser Island have a story that tells how the water first got to the plains. 

Listen to the story and take notes. Then retell the story in as much detail as possible. 

Include the answers to the following questions in your story (underline and number them in the margin), or answer the questions separately.

1. What used to happen to the water when it rained?

2. What is an eel-a-mun?

3. Why were the two men able to run faster in the second half of the story, when they were chased by the warriors?

4. The Elders held two meetings. What were the reasons for these meetings and what decisions were made?

5. What is the moral of the story?

Proper names (Aboriginal names) used in the story:

Weeri, Walawidbit, Wanmutta

Listening Comprehension:

Deutsche Kurzzusammenfassung: (für die Kommission)

Australische Dreamtime story: Wie das Wasser in die Ebene gelangte

erzählt von Olga Miller.

Die Geschichte erzählt auf welch wundersame Weise die Flüsse in der australischen Landschaft entstanden sein sollen. 

Während einer schlimmen Trockenperiode stehlen zwei geizige Männer das letzte Wasser im Brunnen. Sie werden von den Kriegern der Dorfgemeinde eingeholt und ihre Wasserbehälter mit Pfeilen beschossen. Das auslaufende Wasser hinterlässt die ersten Flussläufe und Wasserlöcher in der Wüste. Die beiden Diebe werden streng bestraft, die Gemeinschaft wird jedoch durch dieses Ereignis gestärkt und letztlich vor dem Verdursten gerettet.

II: Writing Tasks: 

Choose II a (Impulse Task)  or II b (Longtext and Essay)

II a:   Impulse Task

Creative Writing: Short Story

Write an original short story based on one of the following poems or pictures. Find a fitting title for your story.

· Look at the pictures and read the short poems and choose the one you like best.

· Reread your favorite poem or look closely at your favorite picture and imagine the character`s situation and thoughts in as much detail as possible. Where is he/she? What type of person is he/she? Is it a man or a woman? Think of the character`s age, behavior, looks, profession, family status,… What are the character`s problems?

· Use the box below to sketch a portrait of the main character of your story.

Before you start writing, think again what makes a good short story and plan your story carefully.

· Make an outline of the plot:
Does it develop in an interesting but plausible way?

· Define the setting:

Is it appropriate for the plot and characters?

· Decide on a point of view:
Can you tell the story/ bring the main character to life/ 

convey the theme effectively from this point of view?

· Note down ideas for the tone
Use  style to create interesting and convincing characters

and style:



and atmosphere. Is the style appropriate for your point of 

view?

· Decide on the theme:

Does the reader have something to think about after 

finishing your story? Can he identify with any of the

thoughts/feelings/experiences of the main character?

· Find a fitting title:


Does your title support the theme?

Write approximately 600 words

II b: Long Text Task

Read the essay "I Did Drugs Until They Wore Me Out. Then I Stopped." by Michael W. Posey, then answer the following questions as fully as possible in complete sentences and in your own words.

1. What is the claim Posey would like his readers to accept? Where is this claim explicitly stated?

2. Posey writes, "You can't expect every dope fiend in the United States to quit like I did and never use again" (paragraph 10). According to Posey, what made him stop? 

3. Posey makes frequent use of the words nothing, no, and never (for example, paragraph 1). What is the effect of this repetition?
4. In his last paragraph Posey says, "Good luck on your war." Whom does he seem to be addressing? Where else in the essay does Posey reveal his imagined audience?
5. What is Posey's main source of evidence for his thesis? How compelling do you find this evidence? Would you have found the essay more or less compelling if Posey had introduced statistics or quotations from experts in drug abuse and law enforcement?
Writing:

Posey writes that most drug addicts won't quit, "and until all of them quit, there will be a market." Underlying this statement is the basic economic law of supply and demand: as long as there is a market, there will be drugs. Do you agree with him? Do you think that strategies designed to interfere with the supply of drugs, such as attacking suppliers  at overseas points of origin, through interdiction at borders and criminal prosecution of traffickers would help solve the problem? Which other means of prevention do you consider important? Is there any way to help addicts or to prevent young people from starting drugs? Would legalization of drugs be a solution?

Write an essay arguing your point of view (about 500 words). Plan your essay carefully and make sure all your arguments support your thesis statement. Use the following table to plan your essay. Find a fitting title.

Introduction

Thesis statement


Body
Topic/Argument 1:




Topic/Argument 2:




Topic/Argument 3:




…

Conclusion




Title




Langtext: Deutsche Kurzzusammenfassung

Ich nahm Drogen bis sie mich zunichte machten. Dann hörte ich auf.

In diesem, sehr persönlichen und leidenschaftlich geführten Essay, vertritt Michael W. Posey die Theorie, dass nichts und niemand einem Drogenabhängigen helfen kann, von seiner Sucht loszukommen als der Süchtige selbst. Weder Gefängnisstrafen oder irgendwelche Androhungen anderer Art, noch eine Legalisierung der Drogen oder eine Verschärfung der Drogengesetze können nach Poseys Ansicht einen Drogenabhängigen von seiner Sucht abbringen.

"Ich nahm Drogen bis ich da durch war." Das ist das Kernmotiv dieses Essays, welches aus der eigenen Erfahrung des Verfassers entspringt. Poseys einzige Hilfen auf dem Weg aus der Sucht waren das Gebet und Gott. 

Schriftliche Reifeprüfung: Englisch als Muttersprache

Choose one of the three writing tasks: 

A: Creative Writing: Short Story

Write an original short story based on one of the following poems or pictures. Find a fitting title for your story.

· Look at the pictures and read the short poems and choose the one you like best.

· Reread your favorite poem or look closely at your favorite picture and imagine the character`s situation and thoughts in as much detail as possible. Where is he/she? What type of person is he/she? Is it a man or a woman? Think of the character`s age, behavior, looks, profession, family status,… What are the character`s problems?

· Use the box below to sketch a portrait of the main character of your story.

Before you start writing, think again what makes a good short story and plan your story carefully.

· Make an outline of the plot:
Does it develop in an interesting but plausible way?

· Define the setting:

Is it appropriate for the plot and characters?

· Decide on a point of view:
Can you tell the story/ bring the main character to life/ 

convey the theme effectively from this point of view?

· Note down ideas for the tone
Use  style to create interesting and convincing characters

and style:



and atmosphere. Is the style appropriate for your point of 

view?

· Decide on the theme:

Does the reader have something to think about after 

finishing your story? Can he identify with any of the

thoughts/feelings/experiences of the main character?

· Find a fitting title:


Does your title support the theme?

Write approximately 800 words

B: Essay Writing

Read the essay impulse  "I Did Drugs Until They Wore Me Out. Then I Stopped." by Michael W. Posey. 
Posey writes that most drug addicts won't quit,  "and until all of them quit, there will be a market." Underlying this statement is the basic economic law of supply and demand: as long as there is a market, there will be drugs. Do you agree with him? Do you think that strategies designed to interfere with the supply of drugs, such as attacking suppliers  at overseas points of origin, through interdiction at borders and criminal prosecution of traffickers would help solve the problem? Which other means of prevention do you consider important? Is there any way to help addicts or to prevent young people from starting drugs? Would legalization of drugs be a solution?

Write an essay arguing your point of view (about 800 words). Plan your essay carefully and make sure all your arguments support your thesis statement. Use the following table to plan your essay. Find a fitting title.

Introduction

Thesis statement


Body
Topic/Argument 1:




Topic/Argument 2:




Topic/Argument 3:




…



Conclusion




Title




C: Writing about poetry

America: From Melting Pot to Multiculturalism

Read the following poems and lyrics. What pictures do the different speakers of the poems paint of America? 
Has the age-old notion of the American melting pot come true? Based upon your understanding of the poems explain the other metaphors of the American national character. 

Write about 800 words.

Woodie Guthrie

This Land is Your Land

This land is your and, this land is my land, 

From California to the New York Island,

From the redwood forests to the Gulfstream waters,

This land was made for you and me.

As I went walking that ribbon of highway,

I saw above me that endless skyway,

I saw below me that golden valley,

This land was made for you and me.

…

Winp Tek Lum
Chinese Hot Pot

 My dream of America

is like dá bìn lòuh

with people of all persuasions and tastes

sitting down around a common pot

chopsticks and basket scoops here and there

some cooking squid and others beef

some tofu or watercress

all in one broth

like a stew that really isn't

as each one chooses what he wishes to eat

only that the pot and fire are shared

along with the good company

and the sweet soup

spooned out at the end of the meal.
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