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You must write ONE text. Choose one of the three writing tasks, A, B or C. Write 600 words.

A: Opinion Essay
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Many high-school students in Austria go together as a class on a graduation trip (“Maturareise”) after their final exams. However, it is often difficult for the class members to agree on where to go and what to do on their holiday. Is the graduation trip a tradition worth keeping? Ifnot, why not?  If so, what form should the graduation trip take and why?
Write an opinion essay in which you
· state clearly your opinion on whether a graduation trip is worth doing
· support your opinion with valid arguments and examples
· comment on the Summer Splash type of graduation trip



B: Creative Writing: Short Story
Choose prompt A, B, C or D below, and use it as the basis for a short story. Indicate clearly which prompt you have chosen.Your text should be:
· closely related to the prompt
· characteristic of the short story genre (use of plot, character development,setting, point of view, main character epiphany at the end of the story, etc.)
· written in a consistent and appropriate style
· well planned and structured
Give your story a fitting/catchy title (different from that of the poem).
b) Let’s Talk About It
by Ulrich Schaffer

I know
that you think
you know
what is good for me,
but
I also think
that I know
what is good for me.

I know
you mean well,
but
I also mean well
for myself,
and in the end
I have to live my life.
…
c) The Boy Died in My Alley
by Gwendolyn Brooks

The Boy died in my alley
without my Having Known.
Policeman said, next morning,
"Apparently died Alone."

"You heard a shot?" Policeman said.
Shots I hear and Shots I hear.
I never see the Dead.

The Shot that killed him yes I heard
as I heard the Thousand shots before;
careening tinnily down the nights
across my years and arteries.

Policeman pounded on my door.
"Who is it?" "POLICE!" Policeman yelled.
"A Boy was dying in your alley.
A Boy is dead, and in your alley.
And have you known this Boy before?"

I have known this Boy before.
I have known this boy before, who
ornaments my alley.
I never saw his face at all.
I never saw his future fall.
But I have known this Boy.

I have always heard him deal with death.
I have always heard the shout, the volley.
I have closed my heart-ears late and early.
And I have killed him ever.

I joined the Wild and killed him
with knowledgeable unknowing.
I saw where he was going.
I saw him Crossed.  And seeing,
I did not take him down.

He cried not only "Father!"
but "Mother!
Sister!
Brother."
The cry climbed up the alley.
It went up to the wind.
It hung upon the heaven
for a long
stretch-strain of Moment.

The red floor of my alley
is a special speech to me.


a) We Real Cool
by Gwendolyn Brooks

We real cool. We
Left school.We

Lurk late. We
Strike straight. We

Sing sin. We
Thin gin.We

Jazz June. We
Die soon.




















   d) Fat is not a Fairy Tale Fat is not a Fairy Tale
          by Jby Jane Yolen
I am thinking of a fairy tale,
Cinder Elephant,
Sleeping Tubby,
Snow Weight,
where the princess is not
anorexic, wasp-waisted,
flinging herself down the stairs.
I am thinking of a fairy tale,
Hansel and Great,
Repoundsel,
Bounty and the Beast,
where the beauty
has a pillowed breast,
and fingers plump as sausage.
I am thinking of a fairy tale
that is not yet written,
for a teller not yet born,
for a listener not yet conceived,
for a world not yet won,
where everything round is good:
the sun, wheels, cookies, and the princess. 




   






















C: Short Story Appreciation
[image: ]Read the short story “Reunion” by John Cheever, then write an appreciation of it. Your appreciation should be a detailed analysis of the narrative features (plot, setting, character, point of view, theme, tone and style), demonstrating how they combine to create a characteristic short story, and it should also explain the impact of the story on the reader.
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