Narrative Features expected in a Short Story
Plot: 

· clearly related to the impulse

· plausible sequence of events

· detailed focus on a moment or short period (no soap-opera)

· developing crisis and climax (with an ensuing epiphany)

Setting:

· detailed, lively description

· reader must be able to see/hear/feel the place

· setting supports theme or character’s moods

Point of view:

· must be clear, no confusing jumps

Tone and style:

· tone and style appropriate to the character and setting

· tone supports theme

· tone and style used to identify characters more clearly

Theme:

· must be closely related to the impulse

· must be clearly present throughout the story

· should lead to an epiphany

Characterization:

· characters must come alive through their actions 

· detailed description of behavior and/or looks

Fitting Title:

· must support the theme
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