Correcting and Revising

Doing homework or writing tests is hard work for you. To make this work as meaningful as possible I always try to mark your work very carefully. I usually write lots of questions and comments onto your papers and give you tips (keywords) for correcting your grammar and vocabulary errors. This is a lot of work for me and it takes a very long time to do it carefully. In order to make both your and my effort meaningful and efficient it is important that you look at my comments very carefully. 

You will only learn to avoid your errors if you correct them carefully. This means you have to understand why something is wrong and you have to find a correct alternative. If my comments do not help you understand a problem consult a fellow student and your grammar book. In case you do not find any reasonable answers feel free to ask me for an explanation.

Your errors can usually be grouped in different catogeries: 

language errors (spelling, grammar, vocabulary) and content or organization errors (including linking devices). Follow the steps below for meaningful error-work and revising.

I. Correcting language errors

1. Spelling errors: As a first step find all the spelling errors in your text.  There are two kinds of spelling errors:

a. You simply got a few letters wrong. (chiltren  for children, arested for arrested....) The meaning is not changed or obscured. To correct such an error simply write the correct word 3 times and underline the difficult part. Do not write the wrong version.

b. You have confused two words (such as life and live , or cattle and kettle... In this case the meaning is obscured. To correct such an error you have to write a short sentence using the word  correctly. Write for example "The kettle is boiling." (Wasserkanne ) and "The cattle is grazing in the fields.(Vieh)
2. Grammar mistakes: Find all your grammar mistakes. Here you'll also have to write short sentences. Usually grammar doesn't mean anything out of context. First read my comments and tips carefully. Often you will find a keyword such as HABIT! NOW! plural, RESULT, PAST STATE, EVENT... in the margin. Remember the grammar rule we've learned or find a rule in your grammar book that explains your case.  Look at the following example: 

You wrote: "I have a son which goes to this terrible school."  Rewrite this sentence as  I have a son who goes to this terrible school.

Then write the rule: We use WHO FOR PERSONS.  

or you wrote: "I am getting up at 6 o'clock every day." You'll probably find the comment HABIT in the margin. Correct it as: "I get up at 6 o'clock every morning" and as a rule you might write: We use the present simple to talk about habits.

Your explanations and rules are meant to help you! Write them in German if you want, copy a rule from your grammar book or write a keyword. Do whatever helps you most.

3. Vocabulary Errors: Last but not least find your vocabulary errors (expression, style, register, voc.).  Correct your vocab. errors on  vocabulary cards. Use my suggestions and/or your monolingual dictionary to find a good phrase. Underline the difficult words. Write the German translation on the back and study the phrases!!!

Example:Your error was "I visited this school for four years"


correct it: 
I visited the Museum of Modern Art.

ein Museum besuchen




I attend GIBS.




eine Schule besuchen.

II. Revising your text.

After having corrected your language and vocabulary mistakes concentrate on the content and organization of your text. Here again read my comments carefully. Whenever I have a question or am confused when reading your text I mark this and write a question or comment. I usually try to slip into the role of the intended recipient of your text. If you write a letter to a friend I try to read it with your friend's eyes. If you write a newspaper article I try to behave like a naive reader of that paper. In my role as your teacher I can often guess what you mean, but your intended audience would not be able to do this. Sometimes my comments may sound harsh to you or you might feel misunderstood. Please try to step away from your text in such a case and check if you have really expressed your ideas very clearly. If you absolutely disagree with me contact me and we will discuss your question.

Revising may be painful because you might have to take your whole text apart (cut it up) and reconstruct it in a different order, adding things here and leaving out things in other places. If you use a computer to type your texts this is of course much easier and less work. 

Do this work carefully and mark your changes (highlight , underline, mark in the margin...) so that I can spot the differences easily. I simply do not have the time to read both your old and your new version again to appreciate your improvements. Please write a short reflection about the changes you have made (you can use these in your portfolio later).

III. New Marking Policy

There are two ways of marking texts. One is aimed mainly at grading and giving you feedback how good or bad your text is. Let's call it grading. The other way of marking is aimed at helping you improve your text and your writing skills. Let's call this approach "giving feedback".

Due to my large experience grading  is fairly fast. I just have to read your text once and I can give you an overall grade for this piece. (points for example, or a short  comment).

Giving feedback is a lot more work. I have to read your text slowly and carefully. I have to stop and go back, guess what you might want to say, write questions and comments. I have to find good phrases to replace wrong expressions or rewrite a whole sentence to make it more meaningful... All this takes a lot of time. Of course marking sloppy, disorganized work is most time-consuming. That is why I sometimes (very rarely) give back papers with the comment i (for incomplete). This means that you have not put enough effort into your work and I am not willing to waste my time on it. 

You will now understand that I spend a lot of time marking student papers. Since time is one of my most precious goods at the moment I want my time and effort to be used efficiently. This means that the time I invest in marking must help my students improve their writing skills. It also means that I do not want to spend time writing detailed feedback for students who are only interested in the number of points they get for a piece and do not read my comments or revise their texts. This is why I suggest we try out the following marking policy:

Whenever you give me homework decide what type of marking you want me to do. If you ask me to grade your paper I will read it, give you a one-line comment and number of points. I will enter the result in my list of homework.

If you ask me to give you detailed feedback I will do my best to help you improve your writing . In this case I expect you to read my comments carefully, correct your errors (error-book, vocab. work) and  revise your text according to the steps described above. It is up to you how many papers you want me to mark in this way.  Note that your effort and improvement will be considered in the final grade (see assessment pie).

I hope this new policy will help us all to use our time efficiently. If you have any comments or suggestions about ways to help you improve your writing skills let me know.
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