
Sample Test Essay, Year 8

In the last few years the Landeshauptmann of Carinthia, Jörg Haider, has tried to abolish the bilingual place-name signs in the southern part of the province. This struggle between the Slovenian minority and the government is not something new. Years ago these signs were allready there abut they were torn down again.


Abolishing the bilingual place-name signs would be a loss of culture and would harm the image of Austria in Europe.


It is a law of the Supreme Court in Austria that the towns where an ethnic minority is living must have a bilingual place-name sign. This law was passed just a few weeks ago. Since it was passed by the Supreme Court it means that every politician has to accept this law even Mr. Haider. At this point the discussion loses its sense because Haider cannot take any legal actions any longer.

This whole struggle is totally against the European idea. All over Europe countries try to support the ethnic diversity of some regions. For example in northern Italy the place-name signs are in some regions in three languages, Italian, German and a local dialect. Another example is Ireland. Every road sign is bilingual, English and Gaelic although just a few people still speak Gaelic. These countries want to keep their cultural and ethnical diversity. The politicians realized that one cannot ignore these people and that one can save a lot of costs and energy by just granting them their rights.


This way of dealing with the history and culture of the country you govern seems to have not reached Carinthia. The Landeshauptman Haider is especially proud of the historical referendum if the southern part of Carinthia should be part of Austria or part of Slovenia.


The only thing he forgets every time he speaks about it is  that the people with their roots in Slovenia voted for Austria too. Haider does not want to accept that the Slovenian minority is part of Carinthia and not part of Slovenia.

f
In conclusion one can say that this whole campaign of Jörg Haider was a try to attract the media's attention. After the Supreme court ratified this law this whole struggle became totally senseless. Normally this should be the end to a discussion where the outcome was clear before.

Sample essay 2:


Give the solution a chance

There hasn't much time passed, since Austria's whole population was in panics... Pigs were treated with hormones and drugs, cows had to eat food that was enriched with growth hormones and large-scale animal husbandry was also practiced! The reason for the discovery of the deplorable state of affairs was the break out of the BSE-illness an all over Europe. These unpleasant situation made the people nervous and they started to search for  the original causes...Frightened by the results of their investigations, people started being scared of the meat. At the time, vegetarianism was a highly discussed issue in several newspapers, which led to the fact that plenty of people stopped eating meat.

It is the year 2002 now, as I mentioned before the tragic BSE-case isn't so long ago, but still most of the people have already forgotten, how poor the animals in Europe are and they also do not think about the abuse of hormones anymore.

This shows example shows how intolerant your society acts towards nature. jTherefore, as a logical consequence, I am sure, that if more people would be vegetareans, life would be easier for all of us!!


At first I think it is very important to state, that vegetareans are healthier.


By eating vegtables , fruits and other goods from our nature, they are taking in many important vitamins, which do not occur in meat. As well most of the meat is anyway infected by germs or viruses.

A second very important topic is our environment... We as human beings are constantly abusing our superiority! We haven't got the right to butch thousands of helpless animals, use genetics as a mean of manipulation or harm the nature by polluting it.


The abuse of our superiority can be clearly seen in the way we are treating our animals. Cows, pigs, chicken and other animals that are killed to be eaten are held in horrible large-scale animal husbandries. But we as human beings are not only ruling over the way the have to live... We are also abusing their body by feeding them hormones and killing them brutally!


Hunger is a very important issue in our world. Many people, a lot of them are living in the third world, are affected by it. Therefore I believe that vegetarianism would  be the best choice for the hungry people in the world.


The reason for this is, that if less people would eat meat, the animal market in the industrialized countries wouldn't be so exploited and as a result, there would be a fairer shair of food  in our unique world.

I am sure that vegetarianism would be a simple solution for some quite severe problems in the world. People would be healthier, a new hope for the hungry people in the world would be created and we would be able to have a peaceful interaction with our environment.
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