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Charles /) ickell ,t (1839) by Daniel M llcl isc. 

SOlne infonnation 
abo1l1t Cha:n:les Did~ens 

Charles Dickens Wll S born in Portsea in 1812. the son of John and 

Elizabeth Dickens. His father workcd for the Navy Pay Office and 

for seve ral years C harles enjoyed a happy childhood . These happy 

time:. did not last and when he was ten years old hi s famil y moved 

to London. His purcnts a lwllys had money problems and they sellt 

Cha rl es to wo rk in a factory when he W:IS twelvc yea rs o ld . He 
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never forgot this humi l iation 1 and much of his later writing deals 

with 2 themes such as the poor and socia l injusti ce. Later, he was 

separated from his parents when they were sent to pri son becau se 

they couldn 't pa y back the money which they had borrowed. 

At nine tee n, he became a new spaper reponer, working for the 

Mirror of Par/iall/ellf newspaper where he reponed on elec lOral J 

reforms such as the Reform Bill and the Factory A c!. He married 

Kat e Hoga nh , th e daughter of the chief ed it or of the Ev ening 

Chronicle, and they went on \0 have ten children. 

He began to write sket ches - short stories and descriptions o f 

Engli sh l ife - for nwgazines. Skefche.~ by 80:. published in 1836, 

was ve ry popu lar. In the same year his firs t nove l Th e Pickwick 

Papers appeared in a magazine every month, and it soon became a 

great success, Dickens fi nished it a yea r later, when Victoria became 

queen, and it was [he first o f many best-sell ing novels. publi shed in 

parts every week or month, They inc lude Olil'(!/" Twisf ( 1837-8). 

Nit/w/as Nick/eby ( 1854), /) (II'/'d COf)pelfie/d ( 1849-50), Hard 

Time,\' ( 1854). and Great Expecfations (1860- 1). 

Bu [ Dickens did lo ts of o th er thin gs. In hi s lifet ime he wa s a 

magazine editor. an amateur actor. a w r iter o f pl:lys. articl es. alld 

hundreds of lellers. He al so liked travel ling, and he li ved in Italy 

( 1844-5), Swi tze rland ( 1846-7) .• md in Pari s ( 1847). In [842 he 

toured North America, and he returned there in 1867-8 to read his 

books in public . This was an enormous success, but it was very hard 

work and he became i ll. He di ed i n 187 0 and was buried in 

Westminster Abbey. 4 

1. hllmilia liOIl ; 1It.o\'j. • 

2. duab willl : PJ. ... J.) I,/M ' 

3. 1l1l!dorat ; ii~tr:J ' 

4. Wllshnills ler Abbey ; jlljfj ~'f ' fir.l: ffi"fL'I'fflItr:J-~ ·>I:r,.kll11:t · 
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Dicke ns ' s books were bcs tse ll e rs and they are still popular. He 

always attacked the materialism I o f ViClOrian soc iety and tried to 

show how il caused poverty and OIher socia l prob lems. A Cllr;.Hm(1.\' 

Caml is onc example of Dickens's cri tici sm of soc iety and it is also 

the most famous C hri Sllnas SlOry in the world. 

Decide wheth er the following s tatements afC true (1') or false fF) . 
Then co rrl~c t the false ones. 

T F 

•• Dickens wasn't born in London but 
ho lived thoro. DD 

b. In 1624 Di ckons's paront s sent him to 
work in a foctory . DD 

( : . La ter. Dickens wonl to prison with his pilfcnls. DD 
d. As a young man he worked for a newspaper. DD 
,. Skelches by 80z was his first novel. DD 
r. Dickens's novel s wore published in parts 

every week or month . DD 
g. Dickens had a very busy life and travelled a lot. DD 
h. The Americans did not like his books. DD 
L Peoplc don ' t read Dickens's novels today. DD 
j. In A C/lristl1l(1S Corol Di ckcns criticised 

Victorian SOC iety. DD 

1. malerin lism : ~*J: )( . 
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A Christm(/ .~ Caml has been filmcd for the large and small scree n 

over a hundred times. Here is a small se lection from those tit les. 

A Christmas CMol d irected by Edw in L. Marin . st:l rring Reginald 

Owen. Gene Lockhart . Kathlee n Lockhart (US. 1938). 

Scrooge d irCCled by Bri'H1 Desmond- Hurst, slarring Alislair Si m. 

Mi chacl Hordcrn . Kathlecn Harri son (G B. 195 1). 

Scroog e direc ted by Ronal d Nea lll e. s tarrin g Albe rl Finll ey. Alcc 

Guinncss. Edilh Evans (GB. 1970). 

A scene from SCroOgl' ( 1951) feat uring Glyn Dcar11l:ln as Tiny Tirn . 

12 



A scene featuring Alistai r Sim as Scrooge from ScroQgl! ( 1951). 

Mickey·.\· Chr;Sl lIIaJ Carol directed by Burney Mall inson. Di sney 

animated I vers io n (US. 1983). 

A Cllr;~· fllws Caro l direc ted by C li vc Don nc r. s tarring Ocorgc C. 

SCOII , Frank Finlay, Angela Pl easance (OB. 1984). 

Scrooged di rected by Richard Donncr. starri ng Bill Mu rray. Karcn 

Allcn , Robert Mitchum (US. 1988). 

TI,e MU/J/Jet Christmas Carol directed by Brian He nson. starrin g 

Michae l Ca ine, Steven M;lckirll osh, Merid ith Brown (US 1992). 

A Chri.\'/lIl(1s Carol directed by David Hu gh l o nes, starring Putri d 

Stewa rt. Ri chard E. Grant (US. 1999). 



A c T I v I T I E s 

Re ad this newspa per article ahoul A Chr;sllJ1US Carol and choose 
the answer {A . B. C, or D} which you think best fit s Ihe qu estio n 
a ccord ing 10 the text. 

From Ihe Etliror 

A nation'R thankR at ChriRtma.~ 

Mr Charles Dickens has wrillen 
unOlher bcstscller and everybody is 
talking about it! 
TI1CY say that when Mr Dickens wrote 
A Chri.w/ltl.f Ct/ml. he was vcry angry 
about the social condition o f ou r 
nation's poor people. And he wanted 
10 show us lha! the malerhllism and 
love of money in our society cause :l 

lot of crime ,md povcny. 
Well. Mr Dickens, lhe Bri tish pt:oplc 
have understood your message. The 
book has been an enormous success. 

1 . Who wrote the article? 

A 0 The Brit ish people. 

When it was published a few days 
before Christmas. it !!Old 6.000 copics 
in Iwcnly. four hours ! A factory 
manager in America read it and he 
decided 10 give his workers an extra 
day's holiday! 
Yes. A ellrislllws enrol has changed 
all of us. Mr Dickens! The whole 
cou ntry has tr ied to celebrate th is 
Christmas wi th all the love. happiness 
and generosity that your wondcrfu l 
slory Icaches. 
The British mllion thanks you! 

H 0 A reader of The Morning Gazette. 

C 0 The news paper cditor. 

D 0 Charles Dickens. 

2. A cco rding to the article, Dickens wanted to 

A 0 write another bes tscller. 

B 0 show people tha l he w as angry. 

C 0 show people the causes of cri me a nd poverty. 

D 0 make a lot of m o ney. 

14 



A c T - ' v , T- '- ' s 

3. A Christmas Carol sold 6,000 co pi es 

A 0 i n A mer ica. 

B 0 in twenty-fouT hours. 

C 0 before i t was published. 

o 0 before Chris tmas. 

4. How lIlany extra days' holiday d id the factory workers have? 

A 0 More Iha n onc. 

• 0 One . 

e 0 Seven. 

0 0 None. 

5 . Th e article thanks Dickens fo r 

A 0 s howing people the true moa ning ofChrislmas. 

B 0 his won derful teach ing. 

C 0 celebra ting Christmas wilh love. 

D 0 changing the meaning of Christmas. 

Before you read 

Match the words 011 Ih e Ion 10 t.heir definitions, li ke the example. 

,. the Ch ri stmas sp irit 1 . bright. colourful objects we 
pul in the house 

b. (I Christ mas card z. a song about Christmas 

<. Ch ristmas Eve 3. kind. geuerous feelings 

d. a Christmas carol •• people say thi s at Christmas 

,. Christmas decorat ions 5. a piece of illustrated card with 
a message inside that we send 
to people 

f. 'A Merry Chri stmas!' G. the day be fore Christmas Day 



A c T I v I T I E s 

You are going to meet these characters in Chapter Onc. While you 

read it write the ir names be low th e pic tures, and then say wh o they 
are (a . d) . 

1 . ........................... . 

a . . .......................... . 

3 . . .......... .. . .. ......... . . . 

c. . .... .... .. . ... .. .. . ... . .. . . 

Hob Cralchit 
SCl'"Ooge 

Jacob Marley 
Fred 

16 

2 . . ............. . ............ . 

b . . .......................... . 

4 . .. .. ................ .. ..... . 

d . . ... ....................... . 

Scrooge's nCI)hcw 
a dead businessman 

3n office clerk 
1111 old businessman 



Scrooge 

a rlcy was dead. That was certain because there 

were people at hi s fun era l. Scroogo was th e re 

loo. Ho and Marloy were business partners, Land 

he WllS Marl ey's onl y friend. But Scrooge looked 

very happy a l the funeral because on that day he mad o so me 

money. Scrooge wns a clover businessman. 

Yes , old Marl oy wos certainly dead. But years lator hi s name was 

still thore above the office door. Scroogo and MaTley. Thai was the 

co mpnny's nn me. Somotimes pco pl e culled Scroogo 'Seroage' and 

sometimes 'Marley', Ho always answored . It was atl th e samo to him. 

Oh, but he was a moan man, Z Scroogo! He never spent any money 

and he never gave any away. He WIIS an old miser. 3 And he was a 

cold an d solitary man. The cold was inside him. You cou ld sce it in 

his rod eyes an d on his blue nose and lhi n, white lips. You could 

I . bus; ness pllrlnt!r~ : 11~ .cI f*: ff! • Sc:roogo .ftl MRrley -A- i*jf 7 - *tI M ~ -,,1 • 

2. JOOanmlln : 1f.flliA· 

3 . miser : <;rllf.tJI: · 
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A Christmas Caro l 

hear it in his hard voice. and it made his office cold. especially at 

Christmas. Nobody ever stopped him in tbe street to say. 'My dear 

Scrooge. how are you? Whon will you comc lI nd sec meT Childmn 

never spoke to him. and even dogs ran away fTom him. But Scroogc 

didn't care.' He liked it. Thai was what he wanted. 

One Ch ri s tmas Eve Seroage was sitting in his office. It was 

o nly three o'clock in the afternoon bu t it was already dark. The 

wco ther wos very co ld a nd there was a lot of fog. It came into the 

offico through the windows and doors. Bob Cratchit. Scrooge's 

cl erk. Z was copying louers in a dark littl e room, and the old man 

watched him carefull y. Bob had a very very s mall fire in hi s 

roo m. It was eve n sma ller tha n Scrooge's. and he tried to warm 

his ha nds at the cand le but he co uldn ' t do it. E.f'l0 

'A merry 3 Chr is tm us, uncle!' said a happ y vOIce. And 

Scrooge 's nephew 4 F'red came in. 

' Bah! ' answered Scrooge. 'Humbug!' 5 

His nep hew looked warm. His face was red a nd his eyes were 

bright. 

'C hristmas a h umb ug. uncle'?' he cried, surprised. 'You don't 

mean that. I'm su re.' 

' Yes, I do .' sa id Sc rooge, 'Merry Ch ris tm as ! Wh y are you 

merry? You're a poor ma n , aren't yo u?' 

'Well, why arc you so un happy? You 're rich.' 

' Bah! Humbug!' 

1. Scrooge d idn't cere : Scroogo ,(~ft"',(.:", · 

2. clerk : JtI8lAJ;\ • 

3. mllr ry : tJH(d!'i • 
4 . nephew ; UUHtjl &:roogo .tU.liI'l'i)L f ' ~"fIIl*", . 
5. lIurnbugl ; UUI:.ClJ.Jl "!l!.~!" 
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A Christmas Caro l 

'Do n 'l be angry. unclo,' said Fred. 

'Why not? Thoro are lOO man y fool s in thi s world. You say 

"Merry Ch ri s tmas" when yo u 're a yea r older and poorer. That's 

s tupid!' 

'Undo - pl easo!' 

'Nephew! You have yo ur own Chri stmas and rlt have mine. 

Leave me nlone.· 

'Bu t you d on'! celebrate Ch ri st mas . uncl o.' 

'Because J never make any money at Chr is tmas. I d on ', like j l. 

Leave me a lone.' 

'Bu t Ch ri stmas is a good lime,' sa id th e nephew. ' It's the only 

lime in t he yea r w hen people open their hearts an d help oac h 

other. They becomc kind and generous. I like Ch ristmas and I say 

God bless it!' I 

The c lerk in hi s lilllc roo m clapped hi s hands 2 happily and 

said, 'Yes, that's right!' 

'Another word from you and you 'll loso YOUT job,' Sc roogo sa id 

10 him. 

'Don 't be angry, uncle, Come a nd ca t with us tomorrow,' sa id 

hi s nophow, 

'No! Co IlWlly! I'm busy.' 

'But why won't you co me?' 

'Why d id you gel married'" Scrooge asked. 

' Becauso I fell in love.' 

'Because Y OII fell in Jo ve! Bah! Tha t's morc stup id than 11 merry 

Christ mn s. Cood afternoon.' 

' But why don 'I you eve r come 10 sce mo, uncl e?' 

1. God bless i l! : _bi&lU<Y!;ifUIHf< ! 

2, c1allped his hands: .ftl$ . ~ 

:w 



'Cood afternoon,' said Scrooge, 

'Can', wc be friendsT 

'Good aft ern oon ,' said Scrooge. 

' Well. I'm very so rry about this, but [ wish you! a merry 

Chris tmas with all my heart, uncle,' 

'Good aft ernoon .' said Sc rooge. 

'And a happy new Year! ' 

'Good afte rnoo n!' said Scrooge, 

So his nephew we nt to the door and opened it. But before he 

left. he said 'Merry Chris tmas!' to the cle rk, who answered w ith a 

warm ;Happy Christmas!' 

'A re you stupid too'?, Sc rooge said, 

At that moment two fal gentlemen came in, 

'Excuse mo, is this Scrooge and Marl ey 's?' said onc of them. 

'May I ask if you arc Mr Scroogc or Mr Marl ey?' 

' Mr Marley is dead, He died on Christmas Eve seven years ngo,' 

'At th is festive tim e 2 of the year, Mr Sc rooge,' said tbe man, 

taking a pen from his pocket. 'wc ask people to give so me money 

to help th e poor. There ure thOLlsnnds of people with nO lhing to 

oat a\ Christmas,' 

'Aren't th ero any prisons?' asked Scrooge. 

'Yes, lol s o f them,' 

'And whal abou llhe workhouses? 3 Aren 't there still lots of them'?' 

'Unfortunately. yes,' 

'Good. I' m happy 10 heor it,' 

'We don" think the people in the workhouses or prisons afe 

I. [wish yOU ! .f\!;W-t'/li.!'iH~; · 

2, fes tive lime ! :t'(/J;;RH)1 • 

3, workhuuses ! ~ K.f i!.t Jr. (t(J 1.-1: l~ IB/: ff m • 
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A C luisbnas Caro l 

happy abou t i t. They doo' , have muc h 10 ea t or drink. and they're 

always cold. How much can YOll g ive LIS, s ir?' 

'No thing!' Scrooge replied. 'Leave me alone. [ don' , cel ebrate 

Christ mas and I don ' t give mo ney 10 lazy people. I help 10 pay for 

the workhouses and prisons. ThaI's enough.' 

' But many people can' , go there an d they'll d ie in thi s cold 

weat her.' 

'Well , th ere Brc loo many people in the world already. so thaI's 

a good thi ng. Good aftern oon, gen tl emen!' 

$0 th e two men went o ut and Seroage continued h is work. 11 

became colder Bnd foggier 1 a nd darker. When a boy came to sing 

a Christmas caro l 2 outside Scroogc's door. he s tood up and 

shout ed angrily, 'Go away!' The boy was frighte ned an d fao away 

very quick ly. 

Finally. it was time to elose the office and go home. Serooge 

stopped his work a nd put down his pen. The cle rk put on hi s hat 

to go. 

'You want all day tomorrow, do yo u?' said Scrooge. 

'If it's all righ t. si r - yes.' 

· It 's not all righ t .' Serooge answered. '[ mllst pay you for a 

day's ho liday.' 

' lI 's only o nee a year, s ir.' 

'Bah! Eve ry December 25th you get money for no thing! WelL 

arr ive he re ext ra early on the 26th - do you hear me?' 

'Yes, s ir,' sai d th e clerk. 

And whe n he left lhe o ffi ce, he ran an d danced a ll tho way 

home beeouse it was Christmas Eve. 

1. foggier : ~JJ!tt<7 · 

2. e llro l : :Ydll(!; • 
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A c T 1 v 1 T 1 E s 

Understanding the text 

Arc these se ntences true rr) or fal se (F),! Correct the false ones, like 

the examp le. 

i1 . Scrooge didn't go to Marley's fune ral. 

b. Scroogc and Milrley worked together years ago. 

c. Scraoge a lways spent a 10\ of money. 

d. Peopl e li ked Seroage. 

e. Bob Cralch it and Fred \Vcro rich. 

f. Fred liked Christmas. 

g. Scrooge never visil ed his ne phew. 

h. The two fa l gent lemen woro collecti ng monoy 
for the poor. 

i. Sc rooge gave them so me money. 

J. Marley died on December the 25th. 

k. Sc rooge didn't give any money to the Cll rol singer. 

J. Bob Cratchi l was happy because the next day 
was Christmas Day. 

T F 

D IZl 
DD 
DD 
DD 
DD 
DD 
DD 

DD 
DD 
DD 
DD 
DD 
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A c T I v I T I E s 

Past Continuous 

QIIC Christmas Eve Scrooge was silting ill /Jis office. 

The verb was s ilting is in the Past Continuous (Past Sim ple or l0 be + 
presont part iciplel and d~scribes the continuat ion oran action in the 

pas\. Look at those oxamples. 

Early t/rat morning Ihe birds wcre singing ill the garden. 
Our cot was wutching them. (description) 

Scroogc wus working in his office when his nephew Fred cOllie ill. 

(the continuing ilction star1tld before the simple past action and W ilS 

interrupted by iLl 

RI~ad the lex l and unde rline the appropriate words ill itali cs. 

It was Christmas Evo. Scroogo 1 \VOS sitting/so t in his 

office. The rog 2 camp,/II'(Is coming in through the 
door and win dows. A small fire 3 burnt/was burning 
in the fire place. Boh Cratchi! 4 was copying/copied 
lettors in his dark room whon s uddenl y his very 
small fire ~ was going/went out. He ti tried/LI'os trying 
to warm his cold hands at the candle, but h e 
co uldn 't, Scrooge 7 wCltchedhvos watching him 
carofully whon the door a was opening/open cd an d 
Scrooge's nephew Pred Y c(lll1e/II'(I,~ coming in, 



A c T I v I T I • B 

Match the sentences in A and 8 10 ma ke onc sentence wilh wh en . 

A 

n. 0 On Christmas Eve Scrooge was working in his office. 

h. 0 A small fire was burning in the fireplace. 

c. 0 Bob Cra lchit was trying to warm hi s hands at the candle. 

d . D Two fat gentle men ca me in . 

e . 0 The boy was si nging a Christmas carol. 

wh en ... 
B 

1. A voice sa id . 'A Morry Chri st mas!' 

2. Scrooge was sayi ng 10 Bob. 'Are you s tupid too!' 

3. His nephew Fred came in. 

4. Scrooge shoutod, 'Go away!" 

5. It suddenl y went QUI. 

Listening 

~ 11 Lis ten to the beginning of Ihis chapter and compl ete the senten ces. 

Marley was certainl y dead because DC I =======JI a t his 
fune ra l. 

Yea rs Inle r Ma rl oy's name was s till above 

'Scrooge find Ma rloy' was 

You cou ld hear Serooge's coldness in his 

People never spoke 10 Scrooge. bul he 
(2 possibilities) 

On Christmns Eve it was already dark li t only 
in the afternoon . 

The fog came into the office through the 

Bob Cralchit worked as~:~~~;;~=~ 
Bob's fire wns even = 
Bob tried 10 - -== II I the candlo. 

Now read the lex l and chec k your ans we rs. 
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A c T I v I T I E s 

Listen again and tic k (,I ) tlte things th at are mentioned . 

lID 

III To pi c - Celeb rations 
Is Christma s celebrated In yo ur count ry? Find some information or 
a pi c ture s ho wi ng what you do 10 celebra te . What aspect of 
Chri s tm as do es your pi ct u re/inform a tion show? Think about Ih e 

fo ll owing questio ns: 

n. Describe what the went her is usually like at Chris tmas where you 
li vc. 

b. Wh at do you usually en t for Christmas lunch? 

c. Do you sometimes go on holiday for Chri stmas? Where? 

d. Whal do you like about Christmas? What dOIl'\ you like? 



A c T J v J T J E s 

Before you read 

For questi ons 1-12, read the lext belo w and decidl! wh idl answer lA, B, 

C or DJ best fit s each space. There is all example al the beginning CO). 

Scrooge walked homo (0) C the rooms where he lived. Years flgo (1) ..... 
partner Marley lived Lhere. They woro very old and dark and silent. The 
knocker on the door was large. but it was like hundreds or other (2) ..... 
knockers. Scrooge (3) ..... looked at it. And he wasn't thinking abou t 

MaTley when he (4 ) ..... his key in t.he {Ioor. So how did he scc Marloy's 
f<tee in lhe knocker? Yes. Marlcy's face! There was u stra nge light 
around (5) ...... 11 looked at Scrooge wilb its glasses lip in its hair. like 
Marley (6) ... .. he was alive. The hair (7) ..... moving slowly, the eyes 
were wide open, and the face was very white. Scrooge looked at it for n 
moment. and (8) ..... it was a knocker 1Ignin. He was surprised. (!l) ..... 
he went in and lit his candle. Then he looked at the knocker again. 
·Pooh. pooh!' he said, an d (10) ... .. the door. 
The sound echoed around the house. bu t Scroogo wasn't frigh ten ed 
of echoes and he went slowly (11 ) ..... the dark stairs. He liked 
dark ness: it was cbeap. I-Ie looked arou nd his room: nobody under 
the table. nobody under the sofa. nobody under the bed. nobody in 
the cupboards. He locked the door and (1 2) ..... on his dressing­
gown. slippers and nightcap. 

O. A by B ,I C 10 JJ ;0 
1. A her B your C their D his 
2. A doors B door's C door JJ doors' 
3. A didn't B ever C never D hasn't 

4 . A pUI H took C pulled JJ locked 
5. A them H us C you D H 

G. A wh ere B when C what IJ why 
7. A weTO B "" C was 0 boen 
H. A then B so C "' 0 after 
9 . A because B after C so D hut 

10. A unlocked B closed C opened D knocked 
11. A along B up C ;0 JJ around 
1 2. A take H w(wr C put JJ carry 

Nuw read the begi nning of e ha rler Two a nd chec k your illls we rs. 
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Marley's Ghost 1 

craage walked home 10 the rooms wh ere he lived. Years 

ago hi s partner Marl ey li ved there. They were very old 

and dark and sil ent. The knocker ~ on th e door was largo 

but it was like hund reds of other door knockers. Scrooge 

never looked at it. And he wasn 't thinking about Marley when he 

put h is key in tho door. So how did he see Mo rtey's face in the 

knocker? Yes, Marlcy 's face! There was 11 s trange figh t around it. It 

looked at Scrooge with its glasses up in its hair , like Marley when 

he was ali vo. Th e hair was moving s lowly. the eyes we re wide 

open. and the face was very w hit e. Scrooge looked at it for a 

moment. an d then it was a knocker again. He was surprised, but he 

went in and li t his candle. 3 Then he looked at the knocker again . 

'Pooh. pooh !' ~ he sa id , and closed tile door. 

I. shost ; !!It! ~ • 

2. knockll r ; ( nFl' IIU JIY-J ) nJf · 
3. lit hiscalld le ; ( ligh t. lit. lit ) l.'.@t'tRit· 
4. " tloh , "ooh! ; (JIt~:O:j1) Sr:roo8" (It: "~~IHt':l' ~ ... "(,'fik1-!" 



A Christmas Caro l 

The sou nd echoed I a round th e ho use. but Sc roogc wasn't 

fr igh toned of echoes and he went slowly lip the dark stairs. He 

liked da rkness: it wa s chea p. Ho looked aro und his room: nobody 

unde r the tab le . nobody under the so fa. nobody under the bed . 

nobody in th e cupboards. 2 He locked the door and put on his 

dress ing-gown , s lippers and nigh tcap. 3 The n he sa t in front of an 

old fireplace with a very small fi re in it. For a moment he th ought 

he saw Marlcy's face in the fire. 

I. Ilchoed : IillIH • 
Z. cupboards ; i l- lIl.-«1ti . , • .u,ISIA1HtrJlYi llfl! · 
3. dressins-gown , sU ppers ... nightca p ; ... tEllt<M'iii lYi llA< , jlQ· ... tl, • 

,. 
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'Humbug!' he said. 

Then he looked at the o ld bell l above him on the wall. He was 

very surprised whe n this bell began 10 move. At first it moved 

slowly and quiet ly. but soo n it made a very lou d sound and all 

the beIls in th e ho uso began to r ing too. Sud denly they stopped. 

Scrooge heard a strange noi se far away in the house - a noise of 

metal. like c hai ns. 2 11 was com ing up the stairs. So methi ng was 

comi ng towards his doo r. 

' lI 's humbug! ' he sa id. ' \ don't believe it.' 

Bu t the thing came into the room and stop ped in fron l of him. £t..IG 

I. bell : fill • 2 . chains : .'61 · 



A Cluistmas Carol 

He couldn 't believe hi s eyes ! The sa me face: Marlcy's face! 

Scroogc recognised h is dead partn er's clo th es and boot s. and he 

saw a lon g c hain round hi s tra ns pare nt 1 body. Tho c ha in had 

heavy cash-boxes, keys. locks, and account books 2 on it. Marlcy 

was loo kin g a t him w ilh co ld, dead oyes. Th oro was a 

handkerchie f round hi s head and chin.] 

'Well ?' Scrooge sa id . 'What do you wanl with me?' 

'Mu ch! ' It was certa inly Murloy's voice. 

'Wh o are you?' 

'As k me who I was? ' 

'W ho were you then?' 

' [n life I was yo ur partner, Jacob Marlcy.' 

'S it dow n - if you can.' 

The Chost sa t in 8 chai r on the ot her s id e of the fireplace. 

' Yo u don', believe in me, do yo uT iI said . 

'No, I don't : 

'Wh y not ?' 

' Because perhaps I alo Cl p iece of mea t or choose and my 

s toma ch didn't digest ~ it , so you arc on ly th e consequence 5 of a 

bad stomach .' 

Scrooge said thi s because he didn ' t wa nl 10 show hi s terror. 

But the Ghos t's cold eyes frightened h im ve ry much. 

'If I eat this candle: Scroogo contin ued , 'I'll see h und red s of 

ghosts like yo u , but they'll on ly be in my head.' 

I. Irans llarllnl : .I;! ' I flCJ • 4. digllsl : iT'Ift · 
2, cash·hoxes ... accounl books : 5. CllnStllllt llllce : A1J1.! · 

3 . ch;n :r~ . 
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The n the Spirit gflve fI terri b le cry. 1 and i t shook 2 its c hai n 

with a tremendous J noise. Scrooge trembled . And then be fell 4 

o ut of his c hair with h orror when th e Ghost took off the 

handkerchief a nd ils ch in dropped on its chest.:; 

'Help! ' he cried with hi s hand s on hi s face. 'Ob , w hy are you 

here , terrible Spiri t?' 

'Do you believe in me or not?' 

' Yes, I d o - I must!' Seroage replied. ' But why d o you come to 

meT 

'If a ma n 's spiril stays away 6 from othe r people while he is 

alive, it mu st walk through the world a fter he is dead. but it 

canno t share 7 the happ iness of living people.' And agai n the 

Ghost shook its c hain w ith a sad cry. 

'Wh y are yo u weari ng thal cha in?' Seroage asked. trembling. 

'Because I made it when I was alive. I s tayed away from other 

peop le. J d idn' t try to help lhem. 1 never loved anybod y; 1 loved 

only money. So J mad e this chain for myself and now J mu st wear 

it. 1 lived like yo u . Sc rooge! Seven years ago your chain was long 

and heavy. Now it is very long and very heavy!' 

Again Scrooge trembl ed in terro r. 'Tell me m ore , o ld Ja cob 

Marley. He lp me!' 

'1 canno t holp you, Ehenezer Scrooge,' answere d the Gh ost. ' I 

ca nnot rest, J ca nnot s tay here. Wh en I was ali ve, my spi rit never 

1. try ; ( JIt~m) .kU~ . 

2. shook ; (shllke, s hook. shaken) ~i;/) . 

3. tremendous ; I:I*(J(J • 

4. fe ll ; ( rail , felL fllll(ln) atffHl..t · 
5. thest ; JiJ fill • 
6. s tays away : 4JtA. un»!! •• 
7. share ; (JIt~:Q:J.J} :S}.?= . 



A Christmas Carol 

wa lked ou t o f our office. 11 was locked in there whil e I made all 

my mo ney. So now I must trave l a nd never slop .' 

' Ha ve you tra vell ed all thi s lime - for seven years?' 

' Yes. No res t. No pence. Always trn velling.' 

' Do you trave l fas t?' 

'Ve ry fa st. Like the w ind: 

·Well. in seven yea rs yo u have boen to a Jot of pl aces the n.' 

'Oh , but I am a prisoner!' cried th e phanto m. 1 and it shook th e 

cha in agai n . a te rribl e so und in the s ile nce of th e ni ght. ' ] was 

also a pri soner in my li fe becau se I did n' t try 10 help oth ers.' 

' But yo u wew a good man of business. lacob.' Sc rooge was 

think ing o f himse lf loo. 

' Business ! What was my bus iness? M y bus in ess wa s people. 

my business was c harity. 2 my busi ness was love, my bus iness 

was good ness! But I didn ' t do anything good. 1 lived with my eyes 

closed. 1 didn ' t sec the poor and h u ngry people in the s treets. Bu t 

now I mll s t go. Lis ten! ' 

'I'm li s te ning, Jacob.' Scrooge sa id. 

' 1 Unl bore ton ight to te ll YO ll something. There is s till hope for 

yo u. Eben ezer. You s till have (I chan ce .. 

' You were a lwa ys 11 good fr ie nd . Jacob. T bank you .' 

' YOll will see three Chosts.' 

Scrooge looked frightened . 'Are they the hopo and th e chun ce 

you spoke about. Jaco bT 

·Yes.' 

'WolI - I do n 't wan t to see th om .... 

I . phanlom : .~ ' 

2. charily : t • . 

:0. 
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'You must! If you don', want 10 be like me, you must! The first 

Spirit will come a\ o ne o 'clock tomorrow morning.' 

'Can" they 011 come at o ne o'clock and finish it qui ckly, 

Jacob?' 

'The seco nd will come on the next night at the sa me t ime. The 

third wilt come on the n ight after that when the ch urch bell 

strikes I twelve midnight. You will not see me again. Rem ember 

my word sl" 

Th en th e Ghost put the hondkerchief round it s head and begun 

10 walk towards the window. It asked Scrooge 10 follow. But 

when the window opened. Scrooge stop ped. He was very 

frightened beca use he could hear a grea t noise of crying outside. 

T he air was full of ghos ts. They were moving quickly here and 

there, and th ey all wore ch ains like Mortay's Ghost. Their cr ies 

were very sad. There was one old ghost with a big me ta l box of 

money on a chain. II was unhappy because it could n 't help a poor 

woman and he r baby out in the col d. foggy night without a home. 

Ma rley's Ghost wen t ou t into the night. In a moment it was 

with the ot her ghos ts, and all o f them disappeared. 2 Sc rooge 

closed the window and went to the d oo r. It was loc ked. Did 

Marley 's Ghos t really come through a locked door? 

'Bah!' he said . And he began to say 'Humbug!' but Slopped. He 

didn' t want 10 say il now. 

It was la te and he was tired. So he wen t to bed and fell asleep 

immedia tel y. 

1. slr ikcs ; (JIt~::Q:::}J) taill'.ntll<t · 
2. d isappea red ; rn~ · 

.,-. , 



A c T I v I T I E s 

Understanding the text 

a Answe r these Ilues l io ns. 

a. What was Scrooge doi ng when he saw Marley's face for the first lime" 

b. Why did Seroage look under the furniture in his room? 

c. Where did Seroage think he snw Marl ey's face agai n? 

d. Why was Scrooge very su rprised about the be]]'? 

e. Scrooge sai d . 'I\'s humbug! I don' , believe il!' WIHlI was it'? 

r. How did Scrooge know that the Ghost was Mar\ey's? 

g. When did Marley ma ke hi s cha in ? 

h. Marl ey's Ghost said. '] Ill usl travel and never stop.' Why? 

I. What was the important thing that Mnrley's Ghost wan ted to tell 
Scrooge? 

j. Why was Scrooge afraid when the window opened? 

k. What did the old ghost with the money·box want to do? 

I. Scrooge began 10 say ' Humbug!' Why do yOll think he sto pped? 

Subordinate clauses 

'Beca use perhaps J ate Q piece of meal or cheese and my stomach 
didn 't digest il.· 

This is a subordinate clause. Scrooge is saying why he doesn't believe 
in the Ghos t. so it is a subordinate clause of reason. We usually find a 
subordinate clause with a main clause in full sent ences. Look at the 
various types of subordinate clauses. 

mai n clause 

Scroogc sa id thi s 

Perhaps my s tomach did n '\ 
digest som e cheese 

Marley made Ihe chain 

Sit down 

subordinate clause 

because he didn't want to show his terror. 

so you are only tho consequence of a 
bad s to mach. (rcsldl ) 

when he w as alive. (lime) 

if YOll can. (cond itional) 

:16 
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El Mlltc h these ma in clauses w ilh the ir s ubor d ina te clauses. 

Main CI,luse 

o. 0 The third Spirit will come 

b. 0 The old ghost was unhappy 

,. 0 In life Marley's spirit never left his office 

d. 0 Scroogo wasn't thinking about Madey 

o. 0 Seroogc was tired 

r. 0 ['11 see hundreds of ghosts 

H· 0 You must sec the three Spirit s. Ebenezer 

h. 0 Scrooge was very frightened 

Subordinate Clause 

1. so now it mu st travel 'find never SlOp. 

2. if you don', want to be like me. 

3. when ho put his key in the door. 

4. because it couldn't help a poor woman and hor baby. 

5. when the c hurch bell s trikes midnight. 

6. because the air was full of ghosts crying sadly. 

7. so he went 10 bed Ilnd fell asleep immediately. 

8. if I eat this candle. 

:~7 
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Phrasal verbs 

'Scrooge locked the doo/' and put on his dressing-gown and slippers', 

In th is sentence put on is a phrasal verb which Illeans 'dressed 
himself'. In Englis h , many verbs can be followed by ono or two 
prepositions (or adverbs) which can sometimes change their meaning. 

Look at these exa mples . 

Did Mar/ey's ghost really come through a locked door? 

The ghost was coming up the stairs. 

Complete Ihe fo llow ing se ntences using th e phrasa l verhs in the box, 
conjugated in the right tense . 

look a l come into go to s lay away from 

s it down fall out of take ofT go up 

B. Scrooge lit a ca ndle and then he ................ .. ....... ........... tho stairs 
slowly. 

b. The thing ... .. ... .. ......... .. ............... Scrooge's room . 

c ..... ... .. ... ............ .. .......... . - if you ca n,' said Scroage. 

d. Scrooge .................................... Marley's face for a moment , and 
then it was a knocker again. 

e. 'When! was alive, I ................ .. .... ... ........... other poo pl e,' sa id th e 
Spiri t. 

r. The Ghost .................................... the handkerch ief an d it s chin 
dropped on its ches t. 

g. Scrooge .................................... hi s chai r with horror. 

h. Scroage closed the window and .. ...... ...... ...... ....... ......... the door. 
It was tocked . 

311 
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11 For (Iueslions 1-12, fuad the tex t below and look carefully at each 
lin e. Some of the lines are co rrect , and some h,IV!! a word which 

shou ld 1101 be there. Jr a line is correct , put a li ck (.11 . If a line has a 
word which s hould nol be the re , write th e word. There are Iwo 

eXlmlllies at the beg inning (0 and ooJ. 

O. When I was a live, my spirit stayed away from the people . . J.~.~ .. 

00. J didn't try to help them. I never loved anybody 

1. I loved only some money. So I made this chain 

2. iuthe life, and now [mllst wear it. In life 

3. my spirit never walked oul of our office. It 

4. was lockod in thero while [ made all my money. 

5. So now r m\lst tmvel and never to slop. 

6. No res!. No peace. Always travelling. 

7. [have travelled for seven years and I have been seen 

8. a lot of places. I was a prisoner in my life 

0. and I am a priso ner now yet. My business 

10. was a charity, love and goodness. But I didn't 

'11 . do any good. [lived with my eyes closed down. 

12. I didn' t see the poor and hungry peo ple in the streets. 

......... 

......... 

.. ...... . 

.. " ..... 
.. .. .... . 
......... 

......... 

. ........ 

.. .. ..... 
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Marley's Ghost 

11ind words from the lext 10 Illbelthis I)icture of Ma rl lly's ghost. 

... .. ... .. ... ...... 

. . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . 
... .. 

• • • 

. ................. . 

Now compl ete the se ntences a nd chec k your a nswers in Ihe lexl. 

a. Martey's .................. was trll lls paront. 

b . The c ha in was ............. ... .. . 

c. The .. ... .. ....... .... were heavy. 

d. Mllrley's eyns were .................. and .................. . 

e. The .................. was round Marley 's head Bnd .................. . 

f. Madey's glasses .. ........... .... . . 

'>U 
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11 What happened lit the following places in Scrooge 's rooms? Write 
thc sc nhmce number (l . 6) in the correcl box . 

A D bed E D fire 

B D c hair • D window 

C D door G D stai r 

0 D front door H D table 

1- Scroogo lookcclunder it. 

2. The Ghost came up 10 Scrooge's room. 

3. Scrooge saw Marloy's face in the knocker. 

4. The Ghost sat down. 

5. The Ghost went ou t. 

G. Scroogc thought he saw Marley 's face agai n. 

7. Scroogo fo il asleep. 

8. The Ghost came in. 

Listening 

~ 11 Now listen 10 the first pari of this c:hllptcr ngain and c hoose the 
corrt~ct answers (A , U or Cl. 

1. The Ghost 

A D had it handkerchief in its hand. 

H 0 had a cha in round its body. 

C 0 clidn', have any clothos on. 

2. Scrooge sa id he didn't believe il was a ghos t because 

A D he had a bad stomach. 

B D he h,ld eaten it can dle. 

C D ho WIlS very frightenod. 

3. When Morloy wos (Ilive. 

A D ho lovod monoy. 

l! D he wore il chai n. 

C D he Iwlped people. 

" 
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4 . The Ghost 

A 0 travelled 10 many pla ces but it was a prisoner. 

B 0 travelled faster than the wind. 

C D Ilover left prison when it was ali ve. 

5. Scraoge looked frigh tened becaUSE} 

A D he didn't want 10 be like MurJey. 

B D he didn't want 10 see the ghosts. 

C 0 the Ghost told him that he didn't have a chan ce. 

G. How many spirits will come III one o'clock'? 

A 0 Two. 

8 0 One. 

e D Three. 

Summary 

s 

III Al tbe beginning of Chaple r Two , Scro,?s e didn 't be li eve in ghosts 
and he said , ' Humbug!' Bul at the end he slopped before saying it 
agllin . What happened to c hange his mind ? Look at th e sent ences 
and Jlullhem in the correct order. 

o. D All the be ll s in the hOll Sll began to ring. 

b. D Marley's Ghost calllC into tho room. 

o. D Scraoge saw Marlcy's rnce in the fi re. 

d. D The Ghost shook its chains with a terrible cry. 

•• D Scrooge heard a noise like chain s . 

f. D The Ghost said to Scroogo , 'You will soo three Spirits.' 

g. D Scrooge saw Marloy's face in the door knocker. 

h. D The Ghost took off th o handkerchief. 

.. D The bell began to move . 

J. D Scrooge saw a lot of ghosts outside hi s window. 

<1·2 



In northern cou ntri es like Great Britain , Christmas is tradi tionally a 

time ror ghosts. People sit round a big fire and tell ghost stories. 

In the sixteenth century two sku lls I appeared every Christmas Day 

at Calgarth Hall in the English Lake Dist ric\. Myles Phi llipson, a 

magi strate. built Calgart h Hall on so me land - but it wasn' t hi s land . 

I! be longed to a man called Kraster Cook, who lived in a cottage 

with hi s wire Dorothy. On Christmas Day Phillipson invited them to 

a big di nner and gave them a beautirul bowl made or gold. Next day, 

soldiers arrested them. Phillipson was the magistrate at the trial. He 

sa id that the Cooks had taken his bow l. He sente nced them z to dealh 

and they were hanged. 3 After Phill ipson bui lt Calgarth Hall. two 

skul ls appeared on the sta irs on Ch ristmas Day. They returned every 

year on the S:llne day. When the Phillipson ramily became poor and 

sold the Hall. the skull s di sappeared. 

For many yea rs a ghost has returned to Sandri ngham in Norrolk . one 

or the hi stori c homes or the Briti sh Royal Family. Every Christmas 

Eve, in the servants' rooms on the second noor. it throws Christmas 

cards into the air and pulls sheet s rrom the beds. 

There is a restauran t called Popjoy's next to the Theatre Royal in 

Bath. Avon. J ust be rore Chri stm as . 1975. a man came in to have 

dinner. He went upstairs to the bM. bought a drink. looked at the 

menu and ordered hi s meal. Whi le he was sitti ng on a sora with hi s 

l. s ku lls::!"kft · 

2. senlenced them : )!IJM:: • 
3. ha nglltl : t1J£ • 
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drink a lady in o ld-fa shioned 1 clothes came and Sli t nex t to him. 

Then she vani shed . 2 The lllan didn't stay for hi s meal. He ran 

downstairs. lold hi s s tory 10 the wa iter. and then ra n QUI. 

Smulr;II,r.:/w/II ;11 Norfolk. 

Complete the tahles wilh information from the Icxt. lik e the 
exam!,les. For Table 2 ,Uld Table 3 write what the ghos ts did and 
try 10 imagine why the ghosts appeared! (Write your ide,ls in the 
' Rellson ' section.) 

1 Time 
1)lace 

People 

Ghost two ekulle appeared on t;h~ 5~jr6 

Reason the spir it!5 of Krseter and Dorotny wanted 

to fright:en PhlllipsOI1. 50 that he wouldn't 
forget what he had done I Mid st the trial 

I. •• hl· (ushionml l!l:p.!I'I\J' 
2. vanished : ~~ :;;;1'in~ · 

" 



2 
Time 
I)Jace 

" cople 

Ghost 

Reason 

3 Time 
Plllec 

I'crson a cuetomer 

Ghost • 

Reason 

El An swer these (IUcstiolls. 

a . Do you believe in ghosts? 

Yes? !-I ow do you explnin them? ............................................. 

No? Why not? ............... ...... .... ... ..... .. .............. ........................ . 

b. Woul d you li ke 10 sec a ghost? 

Why· ........ ........ ... ... .. .. ....... .. .. .... ... ...... .... .. ............... ... .. ...... .. .. . 

Why not? ... .... .. ....... .. ..... .. ..... ... .... .... .. ... ... .... .. .. .. .. .... ... ... ... ...... . 
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Before you read 

.et Li s t e n 10 th e beg inning of Ch a pt e r Three a nd compl e t e th e 
sentences. 

1. Scroogo went to boel at ............................... in the morning. 

2. But when he woke up , the church clock ............................... . 

3. Scrooge asked himself whether Mnrley's ghost was 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 

4. At ono o'clock a hand ............................... of hi s bed. 

5. The Spirit looked like a ch ild , but also like ............................... . 

6. The Spirit had while hair and it ............................... clothes. 

7. It told Scrooge that it was ................. .. ... ......... Christmas Past. 

8. When Scrooge as kod . 'Whose past?' it said ................................. .' 

9. Tho Spirit said that it wanted ............................... . 

10. Then it said . 'Cet up and ............................... .. 

Now re ad the tex t to c hec k your a ns we rs. 

'" 



The First Spirit 

hen Scrooge woke up, it was very dark. The 

church clock struck twelve. 

'Twel ve!' sll id Scraoge, surprised. 'But it was 

after two o'clock when I went to be d. It's 

im possi bl e! That clock is wrong.' 

He go t oul of bed and we nt to the win d ow. but he couldn't see 

much . It was dark. foggy and very cold. He went ba ck to bed and 

began to think. 

'Was it all a dream? Was Marley 's Ghos t really here?' h e sa id 

to himsel f. 

Sud denly he re membered the Ghost's words: 'The first Spirit 

will come at one o'clock tomorrow morning. ' So he decided to 

wai t and see . Afte r a long time he h eard the ch urch cloc k. 

' It 's one o'cloc k! ' said Sc raoge. 'And there's nobody here!' 

At that moment th ere was a great light in the room and th e 
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curtains 1 of his bed opened. Yos, a hand ope ned Ihe curtain in 

front of hi s fuce! He sa l up and saw a strange person. It was small, 

like a ch ild , but it was also like an old man. li s long hair was 

white but its face looked young. It was wearing while clothes 

with summer nowers on them. There was a piece of green holly 2 

in its hand. 

'Are you tho first Spirit?' asked Scroogc. 

'Yes, I am.' the visi tor replied in a quiet voice. 

'Who a nd what are you?' 

' I am the Ghost of Christmas Past.' 

'Whose pasl?' 

'Your past.' 

'Why arc you here?' 

'To help you.' 

' I thank YO ll ,' Sc rooge said. 'If yo u want 10 help me. let me 

sleep .. 

'Cet up and walk with me,' sn id the Spirit. and it took his arm. END 

Scroogo wanted 10 say that it was late. the wea ther was very 

cold. and hi s bed was warm. But the Spirit to o k him to the 

window. 

;No. I'll fall!' Scrooge said. 

The Spirit put its hand on his heor!. ;If 1 touch you here, you 

won't fall.' it said. 

Then th ey went through the wall. and suddenl y they were 

s tanding on a road in the country. There was snow in the rields. 

'Cood Heavens !' 3 Scrooge cried. ·This is whem J was born! [ 

I. cu rl ains : (1IUtlli) Wtif · 

2. ho lly : 'lI't, ,*"ml'i' ~~1I<,*I¥IHi~ · 

J. GootJllellvens! ; ;,a.;.! 
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was a boy hero!' And he remembe red all his old feelings about the 

place. 

'Yo ur lip 1 is trembling,' said the Ghost. 'Arc you crying?' 

'No, no ... ' answered Scrooge. But 11 lear fell from his eye. 

They walked along the road lowards a little town with a 

bridge, a church and a river. Some boys camo Du i of a school. 

They wore laughing and singing because it was a holiday. They 

shouted 'Me rry Christmas!' to each other. 

'They are all in the past,' the Ghos t sa id . 'They are only 

shad ows.' 2 

$c rooge knew all of them and he felt suddenly happy. Why did 

his cold eyes and heart become warm wi th joy? What did merry 

Christmas mean to him? He didn't like Christmas! 

'The school is not empty.' said the Spirit. 'One child is still 

there. He hasn' t got any friends.' 

'I know, 1 know,' Scraoge said, And thore were big tears in his 

eyes. 

Tbey went into the school. a big, old, dark place. Inside there 

was a long classroom. It looked sad and empty, with only a few 

desks and chairs in it. A little boy was sitting at one of the desks. 

He was reading a book by a small fire. Seraoge sat down on a 

c hair and cried because he knew that the li tl lo boy was himself 

many yea rs ago. 

'That's me.' he sa id . ' I was left here ono Christmas. Poor boy! 

Oh, J woul d like to ... but it 's too late now!' 

'Wbat is it?' asked the Sp irit. 

I. lip :1iJ· 

2. shatlows: (JIt~m) • .11! . 



The First 'rit 

'Nothing. You soo, there was a poor boy outside my office last 

night. He was s inging a Chris tma s ca rol. But 1 didn' t give him 

anything and I told him to go away.' 

The Spi rit smiled. 'Let's see a nother Chris tmas!' 

Then eve ryth ing cha nged. The boy was bigger , a nd Ihe foom 

looked olde r and darker . Sc ro ogo saw himself agai n. He was 

wal king sadly up and down. The n the door opened and a little 

girl rBn in. She was yo unger than the boy. 

'Dear. dear brother! ' she sa id happily. And she put her arms 

round his ll ock a nd ki ssed him. 'I've come to bring you home -

homo, hom e!' 

'Home, Fanny?' the boy asked. 
, 

' Yes! Home for ever and ever!' I th e girl laughed. 'Fa th er is 

kinder 2 now and he wan ts you la co me home. He se nt me in a 

coach 3 10 fetch you. 4 Oh, you ' ll never come back to this horrible 

sc hool! And wc' ll bo together for Christmas! I 'm so happy!' 

Sho began to pull him towards the door. 

'Bring Master Sc rooge's luggage 5 to the coac h !' so mebody 

shou ted in a lerrible voice, 

It was the teac her, and when he came in, the boy was very 

frightened. 

'Goodbye, Master Scrooge!' said the teacher in his terrible voice, 

'Goodbye. sir: the boy answered. tre mbli ng. 

But when he gOI in to the coach with hi s s is ter. he felt happy. 

1. fu r flver and ever : tkl& • 
2. klnder : !lfilMUiJlll • 

3. coach : (~~:Ht1) 'ffll~(J/j1!.!;; · 

-t . fe lch you : tift;li1IiC · 
5. luggage : ff1! • 

" 



A Chri stmas Caro l 

;Your sister hod a very good heart: said the Gh ost. 'Whe n she 

died , she left one child - your no phew.' 

'Yes.' Scrooge remembered th e co nversation with his nephew 

in hi s office Ihe afternoon before. a nd he felt bad about it. 

Sud denly they wero s tandin g at th e door of nn office in the 

ci ly . It was Christmas again. 

' I know this p lace ve ry woll! And tbere 's old Mr Fczziwig­

alive again! Oh, dear o ld F'ezz iwig!' 

Mr F'czzi wi g was a fal , happy man willt a rod face. He was 

working al a d esk. 

'Hey! Ebcnezer! Dick!' he shou ted . 'S top you r wo rk! ' 

Seroage, now a young man . CAIlIC in with hi s fri end Dick. 

' It's Chri s tma s Eve, boys! Wo must ce lebrate!' sa id Fezziwig. 

' Let's sto p work and close the office.' 

So they put away all the boo ks a nd papers and made a big fire. 

T hen a Illan came in a nd s tarted to play the vio lin . Mrs Fezziwig 

an d the three Miss Fezziwigs nrri vcd . a nd thon a lot of young 

people came, and everybody began to dance to the music. Then 

there wero ga mes and more dances; cake and hot win o and morc 

dances. And there was 10 15 of roast beef and beer. and 

mince p ies I too. It was 11 wonderful pa rt y. At eleven o'clock 

everybod y sa id 'Merry Chr istmas!' nnd tho part y fini shed . Wh ile 

Scrooge was watching all thi s. he laughed and sa ng and wan ted to 

dance. I-I e remembered it all and en joyed it very much. 

' You a nd Dick and eve rybody loved Mr Fczz iw ig.' the Ghost 

said to him. ' Il u t why? That part y was a vcry small thing. It cost 

only three or fou r pound s, So why did yo u nil love him so mu ch?' 

-.. ••• 





A Christmas Carol 

'A small thi ng!' a nswered Scrooge. ;Not Fezziwig was ou r 

manager, so he could make us ha ppy or unhappy. He could make 

our work easy or hard. He gave li S a lot of ha ppiness - and that 

was like a fortune in money!' 

Then Scrooge looked sad ly at the Ghost. 

'What are you thinking about?' it asked. 

' I... was thinking that I would li ke to speak to my cl erk now .. : 

'Come, there isn't much timc , ' said the Ghost. 'We m ust be 

quick.' 

At tha t moment the scene vanished and they were standi ng in 

the open air. Scrooge sa w a IlHm of about forty. It was himself agai n. 

and his face showed the fir st signs I of the p roblems of business and 

a passion 2 for money. He was si Uing nexl lo a young girl dressed in 

black. It was his fiancee :l Belle. She was crying quiet ly. 

' You love so meth ing more tha n me, Ebe nezer,' she sai d. 

'Oh? What?' 

·Money. You are afraid of life. you are a fr aid of th e world. and 

so you d o only o ne thing: ma ke mon ey. Then YOlL feel more 

secure. 4 Money is yo ur pass ion now.' 

'No.' he said angrily . 'My feelings fo r YOll haven'l changed. Bell e!' 

'But you hove changed . Wh en you promised to marry me. you 

were a different person.' 

' I was a boy,' he said . 

'And so my love is nothing to you now. YOLL aren't happy with 

me a nd you don't wanllo marry me.' 

'I've never said that.' 

'Not in words, no - but I kn ow it's true. I haven' t gal an y 

I. signs : .i4~ · 

2. psssion :~:/ti· 

~. fianct!l,l : ~MtU. • 
4 . SIl<;UTI,l : '1<:1;: • 
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money so you don't want mc. Well, you're free to go. I hope you 

will be happy.' And Bolle wont sadly awoy. 

'Spi rit! ' Scrooge c ri ed. 'Oo n 'l show me any more! Take me 

home!" 

'Thero's one morc scene,' 

'No! No more! I don't want to see it!' 

But suddenly they were in a room where a beautiful young girl 

\Vns silting Hoaf n bi g rire. Next to her sol her mother. This was 

Belle, now olde r. The room was full of children and there was a 

lot of noise. But Belle a nd her daughter liked it. aod Ihe daughter 

began to play with the children . Then Ihe fathe r come in with a 

lot of Christmas presents. He gave them 10 the chi ld ren and they 

laughed and shout ed happily. Finally. th ey went 10 bed and the 

house was quiet. Tho father sal by th e fire with hi s wife and 

daughter. Scrooge looked at th em and thought: ' How sad th at J 

don't have a wife ond doughter! ' 

' Bello ,' sai d th e husband 10 his w ife, ,] saw your old friend this 

afternoo n. ' 

'W ho was it? Mr ScroogoT 

' Yes. I passed hi s office window and he was there . He hasn't 

got a friend in tho world. His ol d partner Marley is dying.' I 

'Spirit, take me away!" said Scrooge. 

'These things happened," the Ghost answe red, 'and they ca nnot 

be changed.' 

'Please take me back! I ca n 't watch this any more!' 

At that moment the Spirit disappeared and Scrooge was in hi s 

bedroom agai n. He folt very t ired, so he got into bed and fell 

asleep. 

I. dying : iJJj.ij cl ll) {J(JJX (HH~l' 
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Summary 

a Matc h Ihe two parts of the sente nces to ma ke a s umm a ry of Chapt er 
Three . The first is done for you . 

a . When Scrooge woke up 

b. At one o'clock 

c. It took Scrooge 

d . and he saw himself 

c. 11 was Christmas , but 

r. Then he saw him se lf again 

g. Sho sa id 

h. Suddenly the Ghost showed him 

I. His kind. old manager Mr Fezziwig 

J. Scrooge thought sadly 

k. Th en he saw himsel f at 40 

I. She was cry ing because 

m. She told him 

n. Suddenl y Sc rooge saw her 

o. She was married 

p . Her husband told her 

q. Seroage felt very sad 

r. Then he was in his bedroom again 

1. 0 when he was a boy. 

2. 0 that he could come home wilh her. 

3 . 0 she knew that Scroogc didn 't want to lIlarry her. 

4 . 0 when sho was olde r. 

5. 0 about his clerk Boh Crut chi !. 

6 . 0 so he gal into bed and fell asleep. 

7. 0 into the past. 

8. 0 that now he loved money more than her. 

9. 0 and had a big. happy family. 
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10. 0 with hi s fiancee Belle. 

11. 0 it was midnight. 

12. 0 the office where he began his first job. 

13. 0 he was all alone at school. 

14. 0 and he asked the Ghost to lake him away. 

15. 0 decided to give a Christmas part y. 

16. 0 that Madey was dying and Scrooge was all alone. 

17. 0 the Ghost of Christmas Past arrived. 

1 8 . 0 with his sister Fanny. 

A jour na l is t is int e r v iewi ng Sc rooge fo r th e M orning Ga ze ll e 
newspa per . Usi ng in fo rma ti on from Cha pter Three, write Scrooge's 
answers. (O ne is done for you .) 

Journ,dis(; Where were you born. Mr Scrooge? 

Scrooge: 0 .I.t'). :r:h~. fQ.lJnt:.IJ', n~.;;l.~ .~ .. !?m~lJ. W.IYlJ. ........ ... ... .. ... ........... ... .. .. . . 

Journa list: Do you have any brothers or sisters? 

Scrooge: , · ...................................................................................... . 
Journalist: Whot was her name? 

Scrooge: · .............. .. ..... ............ .................... .... ............................. . 
JouflHllist: Was s ite older than you? 

Scrooge: · ................................................................................... ... . 
Journalist: Was she 8 good s ister? 

Scrooge: , · ........... ... ........................................................................ . 
Journalist: Wer£! you happy at school? 

Scrooge: , .. .. ..... .. ...................................... ' . . .. . .... .... ....................... .. 

Journalist: Why not? 

Scrooge: • .................... ............................... . ....... ..... ..... ................. .. 
Journalist: Whero was your first job an d who was your boss? 

Scrooge: , ........................................................................................ 
Journalist: What wa s he like? 

Scrooge: • .................... ............ ............ .... ....................................... . 
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Journalist: Did you have n fiancee when you were you nger? 

• Scrooge: . .................................................................................. " .. . 
Journ a list : Belle! That's a lovely name! What hnppctlcd to her? 

Scrooge: " ... ... .. .. .. .. ........ ............ .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ..... ............ 

You are go ing 10 read a s ummary of the s lory so fa r . Choose fro m 
the list A-Ilhe sente nce whic h best lits eac h s pa ce (1-7). The re is an 
examp le al the beginning (0). 

Ebencze r Scrooge was a moa n old businessman. (0 ) .l.t . Nobody 

liked him , nobody talked 10 him , but he didn 't care. He was a cold 
and so litary man. (1) .. .... He wanted to say Merry Christmas and 
invUe Sc rooge 10 dinner on Christmas Day. (2) ...... Then two fa t 
men ca me in an d asked Scrooge to give so me mo ney fo r the poor. 
But he refused and they went away. Wh en it was time to go home he 
di dn't want to give his clerk, Bob Cra tchit . a day's holiday. (3) ...... 
At his house Scrooge saw Ihe face of hi s dead partner Marley in Ihe 
door kn ocker. (4) ..... . The ghost wore a long. heavy cha in . which it 
had made for itself in life. When Marley was alive he stayed away 
from poople. locked himself in hi s office. and just made money. 
(5) ...... But he laid Scrooge that there was still a chance for him to 
escape the same lerribl e co nsequences with Ihe help of three Spirits. 
(6) ..... . He saw himsel f as a Slid. lonely , frightened boy. Th en Ihe 
Spirit showed him more SCUntlS from his life. (7) ...... He didn't 
marry her but chose a life of making money instead of happiness. 

A He thought only about money. 

B But Scrooge said Christmas was a humbug and refused. 

C So now he had no rest or peace. and ho was very unhappy. 

D The firs t Sp irit was the Ghost of Christmas Past and it took 
Scrooge 10 hi s old schoo l. 

E The Ghost left th rough th e window. 

F One Christmas Eve Scrooge's nephew Fred arrived al hi s uncle's 
office. 

G He also told him 10 arri\'e extra early on the 26th. 

H One was with hi s fiancee Bol le. 

I Lat er. Marley's ghost appeared to Scrooge. 

511 



A c T I v I T I E 8 

11 For Ilu estions 1·10, complete the seco nd sente nce so Ih a l it has a 
simi lar meaning to the first se ntence , usi ng the word g iven . Do not 

change the word given. You must use between two and five words, 
including the word gi ven . There is an ex ample at the beginning (0) . 

O. 11 wns dark fi nd foggy, so Scraoge co uldn' , sce much. 
beca use 
Serooge couldn't sce much .~.~y.~\J.~.~.!~.\'{~?.~f1.rL and foggy. 

1. 'Was it a dream?' Scrooge asked himself. 
been 
Scrooge asked himself .................................. a dream. 

2. The Spiri t looked like a ch ild , but also like an old man . 
both 
'rho Spiri t looked like .................................. and an old man. 

J . ' It's ono o'clock and there's nobody here!', Sc rooge sa id. 
iso " 

• 
'It's one o'clock and thero ......................... ......... hore!' Scroogo said. 

4 . After a long time Scroogo heard the church clock. 
before 
It was .................................. Scrooge heard the chu rc h clock. 

5. They walked towards a UlIle town with a bridge, a c hurc h, and a 
river. 
whi ch 
They w(llked toward s a li ttl e town .......... ... .. .. .. ....... ........ a hridge. 
a ch urc h. and a rivor. 

6, ' If ltouch you here, you won't fall.' sai d the Spirit. 
wi 1I 
'You .................................. I touch you here : said the Spirit. 

7. When he saw himse lf as a boy Scrooge was loo sad to s peak . 
that 
When he saw h imse lf as a hoy Scrooge was ................................ .. 
nol speak. 

8. Fanny was younger than hor brother. 
WlIsn ' t 

Fanny .................................. her brother. 
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9. 'Spirit. don', s how 1110 any morc!' Scrooge eried. 
10 

E 

'S"I I ' " pI n t. (on I wont .................................. me any more. 
Scrooge cr ied. 

s 

10. Scraoge got into bed And foil as leep because ho folt very tirod. 

'0 
Serooge fe h vcry ti rod .................................. And foil as loop. 

Before you read 

Whi c h of these pi c tures do yo u assoc iat e mos l with Chr is tm as? 
Whi ch do you think arc the mos l important . And the 11II1sl? 

Think about the following quest ions: 

• Can you think of anyt hing elso you associa te w ilh Christmas? 

• Do you think that we celebrate Ch ristmas in the righ t sp irit loday? 

• 0 0 you know what a 'White Ch ri stmas' is and have you ovor seen 
ono? 

• Do you th in k tha t it's poss ible 10 have the Ch ristmas s pirit overy 
day of the year? 

• 0 0 you thi nk ChrislnHls wo uld bo boiler or worso wi th out TV" 



The Christmas Story 

In the pagan 1 world there was a midwinter festiva l artcr December 

22nd - the shortest day of the year - whcn the day s become longer. 

The Ce lts 2 built big fi res that symbol ised the return of the sun. The 

Romans had the $,lIufnnlia J whcn people ate. drank and danced. 

Then. in the fourth century AD. Pope 1ul ius I made December 25th 

the orfi cia] dale of Chri st's bi rth . So Christmas combin es a pagan 

religious festival and a Christian festival. 

An c icnt c us tom s became a part o f Chri s tm as: for example , 

dccor:lling houses wi th misllctoc 4 or hot ly. From the pagan Yule 5 

Clod Tidings (cnd of the 19th century) by WiIliam M. Spittle. 

I. peglln : )+l1fr1} • 
2. Cel,s : rn ~M,y-A · 

J . Sat ur nal ia : (~i 'P r~fIIl ) 

*/IIIW · 
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5. Yu le : (JUfl;k l :'Ut'ly· 



festival of the sun in Scandinavia we get Yule logs and Yule candles 

at Christmas, whic h sy mbo lise fi re and light. Later, Sain t Nicholas, 

the patron I of children, became 

associated 2 with Ch ri stmas. He 

was famous for his generos ity. 

and people said he o ft en left 

prese nls for them. The tradition 

of ca ro l·s inging began many 

centuri es ago. 

But some traditions a re quite 

mode rn . The image of a fat. 

happy Father Chri stma s in red 

and whit e c loth es came fro m 

America at the end of the 19th 

century. C hri s tmas cracke rs J 

first appeared in the 18705. In 

the 1840s Queen Vic to ria and 

her hu sband Albert introduced 

the custom of decorating a 

Christmas. cover of the SOlllrday El"t!lling 
Post ( 1926) by Nonnan Rockwcll. 

C hr istmas n ee . They used candle s, nOI ligh ls, and they put 

c hildren's toys and present s on the tree. They had Chris tma s 

stockings 4 100. People also s tarted sending Christmas cards in the 

1840s. Other tradi tions go back. 10 earlie r centu ri es. Chris tmas 

pudd ing 5 was fi rs t made abou t 1670. Before the 16th century there 

wus no turkey at Christmas. People ute goose and other birds . 

I. palrun ; I»b~", · 

2. associated ; l.;; ···~fY:::t..· 

J . crackers ; .~ . 

M~ 

4 . stockings ; ~t.Uf; • 

5. Chr istmas 1)I,lIld ing ; ¥:. W 

"MT · 
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In Dickens's time . people usuall y gave presenl s at the New Year. 

And Boxing Day (December 26th ) was not a holiday. SI. Stephen's 

Day is called Boxing Day in Britain - bu t not because the Bri tish 

celebrate boxing on that day! Today a 'Ch ristmas box' is any type 

of prese nt. But years ago it was th e c us tom to give se rvan ts a 

'Chri s tmas box ' - a prescn t o f money or clothes - o n Dece mber 

26th. Thi s custom orig inated wi th the early Ch ri stian Church when 

the pri ests broke the money boxes o n the day after Chri stmas and 

gave the con tent s to poor pcople. 

Are th e fo ll ow ing s tll te me nts t ru e (T) o r fa lse (F)? Co rrect th e 

fa lse olles. 

T f 

". There was a pagan midwinter festival before the 
shortes t day of the yea r. 0 0 

b. The early Church cha nged the pagan festival 
into a Christian ono. 0 0 

c . When he beca me associated with Christmas, Saint 
Nicholas was already the patron of children. 0 0 

d. Tho modern Father Chr is tmas was a European idea. 0 0 
e. Christmas treos and Chris tmas cards began at abou t 

the same time. 0 0 
r. Chris tmas pudding an d turkey appea red about the 

same time . 0 0 
g. In Di ckens 's time. poop le had two or three days' 

ho li day at Chri stmas. 0 0 
h. Boxing Day has no connecti on with the sport 

of boxing. 0 0 
L A modorn-day 'Christmas box ' is a box co ntaining 

mon oy. 0 0 
J. Boxing Day orig inated wi th a religiOUS cus tom of 

givi ng presents to serva nt s. 0 0 



Writing 

D Im ag in e tha t you are a 8ritis h gi rl wr iting a lelle r to yo ur pen 
rriend who li ves in Indi a whe re Chris tm as is nol a n iml)orlanl 
festi va l. Read Ihis lette r from her , on which you have made some 
noles. Th e n , us ing a ll th e informat ion in YO Uf no les, write a 

suitable reply. 

No, we don't 

;b,u JAu,!l, Ik".80" to< ,!l0"< I'tlt<. 

-Hen lit II\.J.iA Volt. ctltbV'AttA ~iVJ;\{i, OlAY" Chris tmas 
A.- Dec. 25th 

tUlli,,1 0t Ii~kts .t Ik, 'M 0t A"I"", •. --==~ 

We H8kt sw.AllIAw..pS GAlltA Ai~t AItA 

fIAt tkt.w. ilt tlJtY"~ CO'(lI.t'f ot tiu, kOlAst. Fat her 

-1'1 Chri6tmSe. J",,!l ,,'1,0"" Ik' fiiM" ~o. 'RA", •. ---=== 
-f... t urkey • 
...,i".li IAlI> to< 1,,0 ••••. N, tAl .",.11 v mince pies, 

bAits ot y1 Gt. ,AULA kkil AlIA. j.o.)t 1ivt -.ni~Ati Chrl6tma5 

'''''fAS AM IKJiAIt .s~t.tt.s to OL.lV' f'rttll.A.s. __ ---'I'""=d,,',,"9"-

W'fttt AItJ. ttll '141.(. koVJ ~OIA Gtltb·o.tt 

Ck'fistlMS lit "Bl'"itAill. 't>o ~O" ,stKA '1,'{""S 

AI'I.J.1ivt sVlttb to 0 tv-ieMs? 

~O"< t<i ... 

.s" )t{AM.. 

Yef'. we do. 

Write a Ic tt er of betwcen 1 20 and 180 word s in an a ppro pr iat e 
s ly le. 
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Before you read 

(€;f a Lisle n In the beginning of Chapter Four. For questions 1-7 choose 

the best an swers (A . H or Cl . 

1. Why did Scroogo got out of bed? 

AD A voice called his name. 

B D He saw a strong light in the next room. 

e D It was ono o'clock. 

2. What was differunt about Scroogo's room? 

A D Thero was a so fa and a fireplace in it. 

B D It was lit by a giant ghos t with a torch. 

e D 11 was full of good Christmas things. 

3 . When Scrooge was in front of the Spirit. it told him 

AD 10 look at it. 

B D 10 co mo in. 

e D 110\ to be frightened. 

4. H was the fi rs t lime Scrooge had seen 

A D a gltos!. 

B D the Ghost of Christmas Presont. 

e D a kind. happy person. 

5. The Spiril's brothers wero 

A D the Ghosts of all the Chris tmases in the past. 

B D all you nge r than the Spi rit. 

e D more than eighteen hundred years ol d . 

6. Where d id the S pirit lake Scrooge firf1 l? 

A 0 To a busy c ity stroet. 

B 0 To a baker's. 

e 0 To the sub urbs . 

7. When the Spirit louchod the dinners with ils torch 

A 0 they cooked extra qu ickly. 

B 0 Ihey became even beller. 

e 0 lhe people became happ y. 
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The Second Spirit 

crouge woke up, opened hi s bed-curtain and looked 

aro u nd. He was read y to see anything , but when one 

o'clock s truck. nothing hap pened. Afte r Cl while he saw 

a strong ligh t in the next room. He got out o f bod an d 

won t slowly to the door. 

'Scroogc!' said a voice. 'Come in , Ebe nezer!' 

The room was his room, but it was different. On the walls 

there was some green holly with [cd berries. 1 and mistletoe and 

ivy. 2 [n the fireplace was a great fire. On the Iloar there was a lot 

of food : turkey. goose, 3 chicken. rabbit, pork a nd sa usages, as 

well as mince pies, puddings. fruit. cakes, and ho t punch. 4 And 

I. ber ries : *J.I! • 
2. ivy : 'lit-a •• 



on the sofa sa t a very large man - a gi ant - a nd he was hol ding up 

a torc h. 1 

'Come in!' said the Ghos t. 

Scrooge wen t a nd s tood in front of Ihi s giant, but he didn 't 

look at it. Ha was too fri ght ened, 

® 'I am the Ghost ofChrislmas Present,' said Ule Spirit. 'Look at me!' 

So Scrooge looked, He saw that the Spirit was smiling. It had 

kind, ge ntle eyes, There was holl y ro und its long da rk hai r, It s 

face was young and happy, 

'You have never see n anybody like me before,' it said . 

'Neve r.' 

'A nd you have never met any ormy brotJlCrs?' 

'No. How many brothers have you go t?' 

'More than eigh teen hundred, 1 am the yo ungest.' 

'Spirit.' Sc rooge sllid. 'Iake me where yo u wan t. 1 learnt a good 

lesson last nigh t.' 

'Touch my clolhes! ' 

When Scrooge did this, the room di sllp peared lIn d be s tood in 

the ci ty stree ts on Chr is tmas morni ng, There was a lot of snow, 

Some people were playing and th row ing snowballs. Others were 

buying food in the shops , It was a busy , cheer ful 2 scene. and the 

be ll s were ringing, 

Then a lo t o f poo r peo ple came alo ng th e s tree t w ith th eir 

Christmas dinners of goose or chicken, They were taking them to 

the bake r's s hops to be cooked in the oven, 3 The s pirit took 

1. ton;h ; .*,1:fl · 

2. cheerful : ,;:jf, fl(J • 

3. b~ker'8 shoJls .. , oven ; (";I,- ;lHI(JPl.m l tf.¥:iifW 
~~~~~~*mw§m~~mm~ · 
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Seroage 10 onc of these shops and touched some of the dinners 

with its lorch. 

'What are you doing?' Scroogc asked. 

,[ am making thoso dinners extrn good so the people will be 

happier: i t replied, smiling. 

<ID Aftcr a whi le Sc rooge followed the Ghost to the sub u rbs I of 

the ci ty. They went 10 the house of Bob Cratchit. hi s clerk. The 

kind Chost tOll ched tho hou se with its torch . Then they wont in. 

Mrs Cra lchil and her daughter Bclinda were preparing the table 

fo r Chr is tmas dinner . Young Peter Cra lchit was helping them. 

Sudd enly two little Crolchits ran in and shouted Ihal the goose 

was ready al the baker's. Thon Ihe oldest daughter MllI'lha arrived. 

and after he r came Bob wit h his little son Tiny Tim on his 

shoulder. The child wns a c ripple 2 and he walked orollnd on a 

small crutch. 3 

4 Young Peter went to fetch the goose. When he came back, all 

the c hildren in the family shouted 'Hurray!' because thoy didn't 

o ften eat goose. Belinda made so me apple sauce: Mrs Crutchit 

prepared the potatoes oncl the gravy: ~ Martha put the hot p lates 

on the table. Fi nall y, every thing was ready. Wh en Mrs Cratchil 

c ut the goose, everybody criod 'Hurray!' again, ond Tiny Tint hit 

the table wilh his knife. The goose was small. but they a ll sa id it 

was the bost goose in the world and ate every bil of it. !i Then Mrs 

Cra tc hit brought in the Christmas pudding with brandy on it. She 

1. suburhs : ~lK · 

2. r.ri l' I, le ; .7" 

~. I:ru lch ;.mu · 

4 . grav)': 14ft • 

5. every hil ofil : -'i::ftII · 
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The Second 

lit the brandy with a match. find when they were all euti ng, they 

said. 'Oh, what a wonderfll l pudd ing!' Nobody said or thought 

that it was a very small pudding for a big family. 

~5 After din ner the CratchilS sal round the fi re. They ate apples 

and oranges. and hot ches tnut s. 1 Then Bob se rved some hot wine. 

'A Merry Christmas to us all!' he sflid. 

'A Merry Christmas!' the family shou ted. 

'And God bless everyone!' sai d Tiny Tim in his weak voi ce. 

He sal very neaf his father. Bob loved his son very much and 

he held Tiny 'rim 's thin little hand. 

'Will Tiny Tim live. Spirit?' Scrooge asked. 

'\ see an empty chai r ,' replied the Ghos t. 'and a small cru tch. 

But no t Tiny Tim. If the future does not change. th e child will 

die.' 

'No , no! ' sa id Scroogc. 'Say he will live, kind Spir it! ' 

'H the future is not changed, he will not sce a nother Christmas. 

But you think that's a good thin g. don't you? You said there arc 

too many people in the world.' 

Scrooge didn't answer ond he didn ' t look in the Ghost's eyes. 

He fell ve ry bad. 

'Those were wicked ~ words. Ebcnezer Serooge,' the Gbost 

conti nued. 'Do you tbink yo u can decide who will live or d ie? Are 

you better than this poor man's child, or millions like him? 

Perhaps you are worse in God's eyes!' 

Scrooge trembled and looked at the ground. Sudd enl y he heard 

his name, 

I. cheslnuls : ~ f · • 2 . wicket! : $:$(t!J • 
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A Cluistmas Carol 

CID 'MI' Seroage! Let's drink to Mr Scrooge!' 11 was Bob Cralchit 

and he was holding up his glass. 

'Drink 10 Mr Seroage!' sai d Mrs Cralchi l angrily. 'Drink to that 

hard old miser! What are yo u saying, Hobert Cralch it?' 

'My dear - the childrtlll. !l's Christmas Day.' 

'I know that. but J would like 10 tell Mr Scrooge willll J think of 

him! You know how bad he is,' 

'My d ear, it's Christmas Day.' 

'Well, I'll drink 10 him because it's Christmas. A Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year, Mr Scrooge! - But you wan', 

be merry or happy. I know,' 

The children drank to Scrooge too, but his name was like 8 

dark shadow in the room and for a few minutes they were silent. 

Then tbey told stories and sa ng so ngs. and they fe ll belieI'. The 

Cralcilits were poor and they looked poor. Their clothes were old: 

there were big holes in their shoes. Bob Cratchit's salary r was 

very small. He ne ver had enough money and thero was never 

much food in the house. But the family was contented 2 rrow 

because it was Chris tmas. Scrooge watc hed them ca refull y. He 

listened to th em well. And he looked a t Tiny Tim very often 

before the fa mily sce ne vanished. 

CZ) It was d ark now , and snow was falling. Scrooge and the Ghos t 

walked along the stree ts and saw great fires in the houses, where 

families and frie nds were enjoying Christmas together. The Ghost 

was happy to see the celebra t ions. It laughed, and where it 

passed, people laug bed too. And then Sc rooge henrd a loud, 

happy laugb. It was his nephew's. He saw him in a bright. warm 

1. sal ary ; Jl-lf • 

2. cOll rell red: iJIItM I'f!J • 
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The Second ',.it 

room. When his nephew laughed. the other people in the room 

laughed with him. 

'He sa id that Christmas was a humbug!' the nephew laughed. 

'And he believed it too!' 

'He's s tupid and bad. Fred .' said his wife. 

·Well. he's a stran ge man, and he isn't very happy.' 

'Dut he's very rich, Fred.' 

'Yes, my dear, but he doesn't do anything with his money. He 

doesn't help others. und he lives like a poo r man.' 

'Nobody likes him. I don't like him. He makes me angry.' 

'I'm nol angry with him. [ feel sorry for him because he d oesn' t 

enjoy his life. He never ,laughs. He didn't want 10 eat wi th us 

today. but ['m going 10 ask hIm every yea r. I'll say. " How are you, 

Uncle Scroogc? Come and eat with us.'" 

® Then they played some music and sang. After Uml, there were 

games. When they played twen ty questions. 1 Scrooge forgot that 

they couldn't hear him and he shouted his answers. Then his 

nephew th ought of something and everybod y asked him qu estions . 

'Is it an animal?' 

'Y cs.' 

'Does it live in the city'( 

'Y' ' cs. 

'[s it a horse?' 

'No." 

[\ wasn't a dog, a cat or a pigeon. [\ made horrible nOises, 

sometimes it talked, and nobody liked it. 

I. 1 wenly 'lueslioM : - ftltif/).l!: , I![JMA,l!- A~~ , :!iJ - A W lit! ( Jf}~ 20 l' ("J 
Mi) , ~/lMU:fiiJAJ£f';J#J · 
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A Christmas Carol 

'I know what it is ! ' s h outed rrod's wife. 'It's YOllf Uncle 

Scro·o-o-o-ogc! . 

She wos right. 

'A Me rry Christmas a nd a Huppy New Year 10 the old man!' 

sai d Fred . 

Scrooge wanted 10 say this to Fred. but the scone vanished and 

hu and the Ghos t trave ll ed again. Scroogc noticed that the Sp irit 

looked older. Its ha ir was grey now. 

CID 'Is your life so shorn' he asked. 

'Very shor\. It ends tonight at midnight. It's eleven forty-five. I 

haven't gal much lime. Loo k -look d own here!' 

T he Sp ir it o pened its coat and Sc rooge saw two c h ildren on 

Ihe ground, a boy an d a girl. They were very thin. Their clothes 

we re ol d and poor, and they were t rembling with cold. T hey 

looked very h ungry. T heir eyes were sad. T bey looked older than 

ch ildre n and they wo ro ugly, 1 like mons te rs. Scrooge was 

shocked . 

'Are they yo urs·!' he asked. 

'No. They are Ma n 's. Th ey belong to humanity.' 2 

' Have n 't they got a house or a family'!' 

·Aren't there a lo t of prisons?' t he Spirit replied. 'And aren't 

there any wo rkhouses'!' 

'O h, no - no! T hose are my words!' Scrooge cried. 

The ch u rch cl ock struck twelve. He looked around fo r the 

Ghost bu t it wasn'tlh ere . T hen he reme mbered old Jacob Marl ey's 

word s: 

'The thi rd Spirit will come at twelve mi d night.' 

1. ugly : JU'iHR • 

z. hum anity: A~ • 
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A c T I v I T I E s 

Summary 

Chapler Four hu s been divided into 9 pa r ts. ChOOSll from Ihe list 
A.J the SCllillllC4! which bes t SUlllll1UriSOS em:h pari (l · 9). Thero is 

one extra sent ence which you do not need to USll. 

A 0 Meet the Cratchits. 

B 0 Whnt's the right answer? 

C 0 Qu\ for a lesson with the you ngest brother. 

D 0 Poor - but rich in the Ch ristmns s pirit! 

E 0 There's a gian t ghost in my room! 

F 0 The shocki ng truth . 

G 0 They'ro talking about 1110. 

B 0 Is n tragedy waiting in the future? 

I 0 A magic lorch. 

J 0 Big fomily . small dinner. 

Reported Speech 

'!-fo said liIal Christmas was a hum/JUS.' 

Frod is lolling other people what his uncle sa id. so th is is 11 rl:!porled 
statement . 

took a t these sonllmces. 

Direct Statement Reported Statement 

'[ am tho Ghost of Chri stmas Pust.' The Spiril sa id (thal) il was the 
said the Spirit. Ghost ofChrislmas Past. 

'I don't like Serooge,' Fred's Frod's wife sa id (that) she didn 't 
wife said. like Scrooge. 

·j learnt a good lesson lasl night,' 
said Scroogo. 

Scrooge said (t hat ) ho had learnt 
a good lesso n the night before. 

We ca n sce that tho lonse of the verbs move back one tense in each 
example, Present Simple becomes Past Simple etc. 

u, 



A c T I v I T I E B 

We ca n also report direct questions, req ues ts. and commands. Look RI 

these examples: 

Oi recl 

(Question) 'What ar e you doing?' 

Scraoge asked the Spirit. 

jRo<luest) 'Can/Would you go and 
fetch the goose, Peter?' Bob asked. 

(Command) 'Com e in !' said 

the Spirit. 

{Quostion) 'Will T iny Tim live. 
Spirit?' Scroogc asked the Spi rit. 

Reported 

Scrooge asked the Spi rit what it 
was do ing. 

Bob asked Peter if he 
could/would go and fetch the goose. 

Tho Sp irit told Scroogc 10 come 
• 
Ill . 

Scraoge asked th e Spirit if Tiny 
Tim would live. 

El Chunge these direct stMcmcnls, questions, reques ts, and cOfflmwu/s 
into reported speech . 

n. 'Nobody likes Scraoge: said Fmd's wi fo. 

h. 'Touch my clothes!' the Spirit said 10 Seroage. 

c. ' ] haven" gol much time.' saidlho Spiril. 

d . ·Would you drink 10 Serooge. my doar?' Bob asked his wife. 

e. ' Is ila horse?' Fred's wife asked. 

r. 'What are you saying?' Mrs Cratchit asked her husband. 

g. ' Will Tiny Tim soo another Christmas. Spiri t?' Scrooge asked. 

h. 'Look at me!· the Ghost said to Serooge. 

El No w change th ese rClwrtct/ statem cnts, questions, requests, and 
t;omnumds into direc;t speech. 

a . Mrs Crat chit asked Peter if he could hel p her to prepare lhe tablo. 

h. Bob Crut chi t said that it was Chri stmas Day. 

c. Scrooge osked tho Spiri t if ils life was short. 

d. Mrs Cratchit said she would drink to Serooge becousc it was 
Christ mns. 

e. Fred's wife asked if the animal li ved in the city. 

r. The Sp iri t told Scroogo to look down on the ground. 

g. Mrs Cratchil asked Bolinda to put the plates on the table. 

h. Scrooge soid that the ro were too man y people in the world. 



A c T J v I T J E 8 

Who did what? 

A Who in Cha pter Four 

1. carried Tiny Tim on hi s s houlder? 

2. put hot pl atos on tho tnb lo? 

3. shouted . 'Hurray!'? 

4 . said. 'Say he will live. kind Spirit!'? 

s. sa id. 'My dear. it's Chris tmas Day:? 

6. shouted. ' Ifs your Unclo Sero-O-Q·Q·ogor? 

7. said. ' ] haven't got much time:? 

8. was shocked? 

U If possible . write why they s,lid or did these things. 

") . . ... ... ....... ... .. ...... ............................ ............................................ . 

2. . ................................................................................................ . 

3. ~.Ii~?!!J. ?~ .. ~~~.Y .. 4.1~!l :r-.. ~p.~. fl9.Q.~!f. y'~.f)'. g.~~!,!, ............................... . 
4 . . ................................................................................................ . 

5. . ................................................................................................ . 

G • . ........ ...... ............•.............•................................••..•...•.•.....•..•.... 

7. . .. ...... ...... ............................. ........... .. ........................................ . 

8 . . ................................................................................................ . 

Check yo ur a nswers in the text. 

Present Perfect 

'You have never seen (lIlybody like me before.' 

The Present Perfect is formed wi th the present te nse of have or has + 
Ihe past participle. It is a combinati on of the past and the present. an d 
ofton prov id es a strong con noction betwoen lhe two. Wo CHn uso it to 
tnl k abou t an nction that began in the past and con tin uos up 10 the 
present. 



A c T I v I T I E s 

So the Spirit means that Scroogc hasn't seen anybody like it from an 
indefi nite lim o in Iho past until now. Thi s period covers Scrooge's life 

up to tho prIlscnl moment. 

Never is used in statemon ts. ever in queslions. 

I have n ever seen (I gllosl. (in my lifo) 

Have you ever seen (I ghost? (in your tifo) 

El Write sentences us ing lI ever and ever with the foHo win!:; words. 

a. You/meet/any of my brothers? 

b. Dob Cra lchit fuarn /much monoy. 

c. Tiny 'rim/ walk/ without a crutc h . 

d . Fred /ealllurkey? 

c . You/havu/a whi to Christmos'! 

r. Scroogellaugh/in his life. 
g. Fmd's wifo/ liko/ScrooGo? 

h . The Cra tchit children/ play/ twenty (IUes1ions? 

'Who am I? ' 

I!I Read the cl ues II nd write the names o[lwo characters iuthe story. 

I'm kind (Ind happy 

I'm big 

I've got hundrods of brothers 

My life is s hort 

Whoam l? .. 

7" 

I make people happy 

I work in an office 

I have lhroo daughters 

I am fat 

Whoam l? ... 



A c T I v I T I E s 

Before you read 

~ a Lislen to the beginning of Chapler fiv e a nd d eci de w het her th e 
s ta tements afC true (1'1 or false (rl. Then c heck yo ur answers ill th e 
text . 

T F 

•• Scrooge could n't see the phant om because il 
was in visible. DD 

b. The phant om said i t was the Ch ost of Christmas 
Yel To Co me. DD 

,. [n answer to Scrooge 's question the Ghost only 
poin ted with its finger. DD 

d. AI firs t Scrooge couldn't follow the Ghost because 
he was frightened. DD 

". Se roage went with the Ghost becauso it di d n't 
s peak 10 him . DD 

f. The Ghost took Seroage to a place where 
businessmen ma de money. DD 

g. Time and money were very imporlantlo 
the businessmen. DD 

h. The three men were ta lking about so mebody's dea th. DD 
•• Th ey were sad because they liked the dead parsun . DD 
• Seroage knew they were talking abou t him . DD J. 

''0 



The Last of the Spirits 

not her phan tom was com ing toward s him. It was tall 

and silen t. Scrooge cou ldn ' t see it s face or its body 

because it was wearing lon g. blac k clothes a nd a 

black hood. 1 Th ere was something mysteri ous about 

it. When it came near him. Seroage was very frightened. It didn't 

spea k or move . 

. Are yOll the Chost of Christmas Yel To Co me?' 2 he asked. 

The Spirit didn 't answer, but it s long, white han d ca me out 

from the bl ack clothes an d pointed 3 down. 

'Arc you go ing 10 show me thin gs from th e future?' Scrooge 

asked. 

Hi s legs were trembling a [at an d so he could n' t follow the 

Ghost when it moved awa y. It s lopped and wai led for him. He 

1. hood : l il:f€yt..t<J:(J(J ) !I'lltU · 

2. Yel To Come :.:I4* · 

3. IlO in lcd : lil T-m · ~ 
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A Christmas Car o l 

co uldn't sec it s eyes but he fe lt that th ey woro loo kin g 11\ him. 

This Ghos t was the most frightening of the three. 

'Chost of the Future!' he cried. ' I'm very frightened of yo u! Bul 

[ know that you want 10 he lp me so I' ll go with you. Pleuse speak 

10 me!' 

I! made no re pl y. Its lo ng hand pointed ahead. 1 

'A ll right , J' ll come,' said Scrooge. 

So the Ghost curried him 10 the centre of Londo n. AI a place 

called the Excha nge 2 he sa w a lot of businessmen . Their pockets 

were full of mo ney. They were walking around and talking to 

each other. They oft en jingled 3 the money in their pockets and 

looked at their wat ches. Seroage knew many of them. When the 

Chost s topped near three mon, he could hoor the ir conversation. 

' No. I d on', know much,' said onc very fat man. ' I on ly know 

he's d ead.' 

'When did he die?' anot her man asked. 

'Last ni ght. 1 th ink.' 

'I tho ught he wo u ld never di e. Was he very ill?' 

'God knows .' 4 

'What about h is mon ey?' asked a man with a very red face. 

' I don't know: re plied the fat man. ' Ho hasn't le ft it to me.' 

Everybody laughed. 

'The fu neral w ill be very cheap because on ly a few people will 

go: the rat man co ntinued . 

Tll go i f the ro's a hig lun ch: the red -faced man sa id . 

L ~ head :IWJi ' 

2. Ihe ~: x<: hange : .II2"~=$EMM' • 
3. jing led : IH1UIHfl'.JUTUr,l1 . 
4. God knows : ~1;'-I 1j{( • 
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A Cluistmas Carol 

Another laugh. And then Ihe men wen t away. Scrooge looked 

at the Ghost. 

'Who a rc they talking about?' he asked. 

Bul the Ghost said nothing. It wont into the s treet and showcd 

Sc rooge two mo no Ho knew them. They were ric h and important 

businessmen. First they sa id hallo. Then one of them said: 

'Well, hc's finally dead: 

' Yes, I've heard: answered his companion. 'Cold, isn't it ?' 

'Very co ld. Bul it's the r ight weather for Christmas. Would you 

like to come ice-skatingT 

'No. tha nk YOll. ['m too busy. Good morn ing: 

Thnl \VIIS the ond of their convorsation. Scroogo \\IllS surprised. 

Who woro they tal king about? He co uldn ' t think of anybody. Old 

Marlcy died seven yea rs ago a nd this Ghost was showing him the 

futuro. I-I e decided 10 wai t a nd soc. Ho looked around but couldn't 

see himself anywhere. Wasn' t he there in the future? Silen t and 

black. the Ghost stood near him. He knew that it was watching 

him a nd he trembled. 

They wen I into a poo r parI of the city where the s treets wore 

dirty and narrow. T here were dark sho ps and houses. And Ihe 

peop lo looked ugly und m iserable . 1 A 101 of th em were drunk. 2 

Rubbish 3 was eve rywhere . and there were bad smells. The 

quarter 4 was full of dangero us c ri minals. Sc rooge followed the 

Ghost into u sma ll. dark shop. It was full of dirty. old things -

bottles. clothes, keys. chains. A man of aboul seventy with grey 

I. miserll bte : :wm(J(j · 
2. drllnk : ~M~(J(j • 
3. ruhbish :.t1:.IIt · 
4. (Iuarter : jJ:.lflj'tA- i6:· 
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The Last of tbe Spirits 

hair sat near (I fif{] and smoked his pipe. Then a womAn came 111 

with a big, heavy box in her arms. She put it on the floor and sal 

down. 

'Open it. Old Joo,' she soid, 'and give me the money.' 

The man opened the box. 'Wha t are these'?' he said. 'Bed­

curtains! Did you take them while he was in bed?' 

'Yes. Why not? There was nobody with him. The re afe 

blankots 1 loo.' 

'His blankets?' 

'Of course! He won't need th em where he's goi ng. Here's a 

beauti ful. expensive shi rt loo. I-I e was wearing it for his funeral. I 

thought. "What a pity! Thi s is a very fine shirt but nobody will 

wear it again." So, I look it off him.' 

'You did well. madam.' laughed Old Joe. 'You' re a cl ever 

woman and you'll make a fortune onc day.' 

'[ must think of myself. like him. He was a selfish 2 old miser. I 

cleaned his rooms and his clothes. I worked very hard fat him but 

he never gave me a nything. I wanted to take more things but his 

housekeeper :1 took them before me.' 

Just then the housekeeper came in. She had a lorge bag full of 

sheets. ~ towels. 5 clothes. onc! shoes. 

'No w look in my bag, Old Joe,' she said. 'and tell me how 

much you'll give me,' 

Old Joo counted up the money for coch thing in the box and 

I. blankets ; 1Hi • 

2. selfish : rt fi.(~J • 

3. huusek""lwr ; ** . 
4 . s heets; W I(! • 

S. towels; to III • 
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the bag a nd wro te some numbe rs on the wall. 

'Tha I' s how much I'll give yo u : he said. 'And no mo re. [ 

always give too much and so I'm poor: Then he o pened a di rty 

ba g and put the mon ey on the fl oor. ' When he waS alive. he 

frightened people a nd they hated him. So we get the profits now 

that hc's dead. Ha. ha, ha!' 

Seroage watched thi s in horror. 'Spi rit! I see and [ understand. 

Thi s cou ld happen to mc. Oh God, whal's this now'r 

The scene cha nged and he was near a bed. [t had no blankets or 

curtain s. T here was only an old sheet with somethi ng under it -the 

body of a d ea d man. The Ghost pointed at the hcad, but Scraoge 

couldn 't pull d own the sheet and look a t the dead man's face. Ho 

was shaking I with terror. The body was cold. rigid, l and a lone in 

that dark room. 'How terrible! ' thought Scrooge. 'Not a man, woman 

or child to say that he was kind to them in life and to remember him 

with love!' Then he heard the sound of rat s behi nd the walls. Were 

they waiting, were they going to jump on the bed and ... ? 

'Spi rit !' he said . 'Wha t a horrible place! I'll always remember 

this scene. Can wc go now?' 

Bu t the Ghos t sti ll poin ted a t the dead man's head. 

'I unders ta nd ,' Scrooge said . 'Bu ' [ can', d o it. [ as k you to 

show me somebody who is sorry that th is ma n is dead ,' 

The Gh ost too k him to Bob Cratchit's house. Tho mother and 

children were sitting round th e fire. T hey were quiet, ve ry quiet. 

The littl e Cratchits sat like statues in a corner. Pet er was read ing. 

'Wh en is rather coming?' he as ked. 'He's late. Bu t I think he 

walks s lower now,' 

1. sh:lk ing: UP!- • 
2. rigid : fl\Uffl(J • 
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,] remember when he walked very fas t with - wHh Tiny Tim on 

his shoulder,' said the mother. 'But Tiny Ti m was very light - and 

his father loved him so much. Ah. thero's your fa ther at the d oor!' 

Bob callle in. He d ran k some lea while the two li ttle Cra lchits 

put the ir f<lces close 10 h is, saying. 'Don' , be sad, Fa therr 

So Bob tried 10 be cheerful; bu t sudde n ly he cri ed. 'M y little 

child! My lit tle boy!' 

He went to a room upstairs. 11 looked as bright ond happy as 

Chr istmas. I-I e sat on a chair nex t 10 the bed. There was a li ttle 

chil d all it. Il was Tiny Tim, and he wasn't sleeping. He was dead. 

Bob kissed Ihe little face: then he wont downstairs. 

'1 met Mr Scraoge's nephew in the street,' he lold the family. 'He 

asked me why 1 was so sad. When I told him, be said he was very 

sorry and wanted to help us, I think he's going to fi nd a job for Peter.' 

' He's a very good man,' sai d Mrs Cra tchit. 

'Yes. Child re n , when you all leave home in a few years, you 

won't forget T iny Tim, will you'!' 

' Never, Fat her!' tbey all cr ied , 

'Thank you, 1 feel hap p ie r now.' Bob said, 

Serooge said to the Ghos t. 'Oh, please tell me who that dead 

man was!' 

The Ghost took him near h is office, but it d idn' t sto p, 

'Wait!' said Scroogc, 'My office is in tha t house , Let me go and 

sce what I'll be in the future.' 

The Ghos t con ti nued walk ing. Scrooge ran to the window of 

h is office unci lookod in, He saw an office, b ut it wasn't his , 

Eve rything was diffe ront, incl uding the man at the d esk , He 

followed the Ghost agai n. It s topped at lhe ga te of a cemetery. 1 

I. ce ll1c le ry : AtJl!! • 
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'Am I gOing to learn th e dead man's name now?' asked 

Scrooge. 

T he Spirit led hiOl to a grave. 1 He went near it, trembling. 

'Before I look at the name,' be sll id, '<lnswcr me one qu es tion. 

Is it rea ll y necessary for these things 10 hap pen or are they only 

possible?' 

The Ghos t di d n' t answer. 

' I mean, if men chan ge their li ves and become beller. will the 

fu ture change loo? Is this what yo u want to tell me?' 

The Ghost wa s s ilent. Seroage went sl owl y lowards the grave. 

s till trembling. I-I e read the llame on the graves tone: EB ENEZER 

SCROOGE. 

He fell on h is kn ees. 2 '/ was the de ad man in the bed! Oh, 

Sp irit! Oh no. no! Listen, I've changed. 1 won't be the same man as 

before. Tell me there is st ill hope - please! Tell me that i f I change 

my life. the things that you have shown me will be di fferent!' 

The Spirit 's hand trembled. 

'1 will ce lebra te Chr is tmas with all my heort!' Scrooge 

con tinu ed. 'And I' ll always try to have the Christmas spirit -

every d ay of the year! I wi ll live in the pas t , the present and the 

future. I will no t forget the lessons that they teac h. Oh. tell me 

tha t I can cl ea n the name off 3 this s to no!'4 

Sc rooge held up hi s hands to the Ghost but su ddonly it 

vanished. There was only 11 bed-curtain in front of his eyes . 

1, grave : t,tM • 

2. knees : JlJ'J . ) ~1'-
3. dell n Ihe name off : re r. * M ···Iij!·h • 
4. s i one : (JII:!Uffi) .Q:f!I' .• 
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A c T I v I T I • s 

Understanding the text 

a For questions 1·10 choose the ans wer (A , H, C or 0) whi ch y OIl think 

best fits eac h onc according 10 Ihe lexl. 

1 . The Ghost o f ChristnHls Yel To Come frightened Scroogo becAuse 

A 0 it was tall. 

B 0 it was looki ng at him. 

C O il wan ted to help him. 

o 0 it wore black and it was silent. 

2. The three businessmen at the Exchange 

3. 

A 0 were not sad that Scrooge was dead. 

a 0 wan ted to have lunch. 

e 0 didn't know that Serooge was dead. 

o 0 didn't know Scrooge. 

Scrooge 

A 0 
B 0 
C 0 
D 0 

didn't know Ihe IwO rich businessmen. 

wondered why he was not thore in the future. 

knew whom the two rich businessmen weTO talking about. 

trembled because the Ghos t was showing him the future. 

4 . Ol d Joc 

A 0 bought and sold things. 

B 0 probably gave the women a lot of money. 

C D didn' t want to buy anythi ng. 

D D d id n' t know where the things came from . 

5. The two women 

A D were Scrooge's friends. 

H 0 were selling some of thei r old th ings. 

C D worked for Old lac. 

D D sto le the things from Scroogc's house . 

. ,. 
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6. Tho Chost 

A 0 wonted Seroage 10 s lctJp in the ued . 

s 0 wanted Scraoge to look at the dead man 's face. 

C 0 wanted Scroogo to see the rat s. 

o 0 wanted Scrooge to feel sorry for the dead man. 

7. Bob CrB lchil 

•• 

•• 

A 0 wasn't sad whon he came in. 

B 0 thought that Tiny Tim was sleepi ng. 

C 0 asked hi s children 10 remember Tiny Tim. 

o 0 told Frod that Scraoge was dead. 

The Chost look Scraoge 

AD into his office. 

B D 10 a des k. 

C D 1011 cemetory. 

0 D 10 his house. 

At the grave Scraoge asked lhe Ghost 

A D to help him become boiler. 

8 D its namo . 

C D if it WIlS his grave. 

D D if mon cou ld chn ngc the fulure . 

10. The Ghost sai d 

A 0 thoro was still hope for Scraoge if he changed . 

B 0 nothing. 

C 0 goodbye 10 Sc rooge. 

s 

I) 0 Ihu t Serooge must clean the name offtlw gravestone. 

9 1 
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Use interrogative words (what , who , when , where. how , wh y) to 

co mplete the following question s. Then , mal c h the qUlls lions willl 
Iht! mos l filling answers uelow. 

a . ............................ we re the busirHlssmen ta lking about? 

b . ......... ........... ....... . did Ol d Mnrley dio't 

c. . ........................... was Bob Cratchit sad ? 

d ............................. was Ol d Joe 's shop'! 

c ............................. d id Serooge scc in the cemete ry? 

r. ........... .... .... .... ..... d id Scroogc feel when he S<11V the black ghost? 

1. 0 Beca use Tiny Tim was doad. 

2. 0 Very fr igh tened. 

:1. 0 His grave. 

4 . 0 Scrooge . 

5. 0 Seven yoars ago. 

6. 0 In a poor pa rt of the city. 

Look - the Ghost is speaking 10 SCfooge and the old man is making 
a lot of promises! Comp le te the sentences with will or IVon ', a nd the 
a ppropriate verb whel'c necessary . 

Ghost : Well. Ebenezer Scrooge? Do yOIl renlly wnnt to clenn th e 
name off the gravestono '~ 

Scroogc: Oh yes! J 0 .. ~i.I.I.\i:~ .... ...... .... a differen t man - J prom ise! I 

.!'Y.q!'f.~.~.~ .. ......... a ngry with people. 

Ghost: How I .. ...... ... . .. ......... . you l ...... .. .. .... ...... .. .. your life? 

Scrooge: Well. J 3 ........................ kind and generous to people an d J 

4 ........................ slay away from them any more. When 
Fred invites me 10 his house. J 5 ........................ no agnin. 

Ghost: What abou t the poor peopl e't 

Scrooge: Oh. JR ........... .. .. .. .. .. .. . them a lot o f money an d J 

7 .. .. .. .. ....... . .. . .. ... he lp Bob Cratchit's family. I 
8 ............ .. .. ..... .. . , ........................ 

like a second father 10 Tiny Ti m! I 
the same man as before. 
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Ghost: And what 10 ••. , ..... .............. . YOll d o abou t Chris tmns? 

Scrooge: Well. J 11 H ...................... Christmas is a humbug again and [ 
12 •......•...• ..• •..•. .. •. always celehrate it. 

Ghost: That'~ good. I hope that you 13 . ....... . .. .. ........... the lessons 

that you have loam!, Mr Scroogo. 

Seroogc: Oh. no I 14 ........................ ! I 15 .•...•..••...•. . ••..••.. wi th the 
Spiri ts of the past, present and future in mo! 

Fo r I[UeSli ons 1-10, rmul the text below. Use the word given in the 
rig ht hand column and adapt it in accordance with the con text or 
the se ntences. An examp le (0) is g iven. 

The ghost took Scrooge to a poor part of the c ity. 
wlu.lre th e streets were dirty an d narrow. 

There wero dark s hop s (\nd h ouses. T he people 
looklld ugly and (0 ) .l,Inhfl.r.,t?~........... . HAPPY 

A lot of them were (1) ....... ....... ........... In fact. the DR INK 
quarter was very (2) ...... ....... ...... ...... There were no DANGER 
policemen. and it was full of (3 ) ....... .. ................ CRIME 
Scrooge rollowed th e ghost into the (4 ) .......... ........ ...... DIRTY 
shop in the street. 

A grey- (5) ........................ old man called Old loe HAIR 

sat with a woman. 

Thlly were taking some of Scrooge's (6) ........................ POSSESS 
from 8 box. 

The woman. who was Scroogc's (7) ....... ......... .. .. .. .. . 

said that he had boon a (8) ........................ old miser. 
so she had taken some of his thi ngs. 

When Old loe gave the women some money. he sai d 

CLEAN 
SE LF 

that his (9 ) .. ............ ...... .... had ma de hi m poor. But GENERO US 

everybody coul d see that really his business was 
(lO) ........................ . PROFIT 

9 3 
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Prediction 

A Answer these Iluestions . Give reasons for your ideas. 

Do you th ink ... 
• Scrooge w ill rea lly be a differen t OHm in future? 

• T iny Ti m will die? 
• Fred will fi nd a job for Peler? 
• Seroage will die alone and unloved? 

B What will Scrooge do to try to be a beller man ? 

· ................... ................................................................................... . 
· ........... ................ .... ... .. ........................................... ................... .. .. . 
........ . .......... . ......................................... . .......................................... 

••••.•.•....•..............••.. ••••••••••••••••• •• •.•.•.. . .•.... . ................. . .. . .. . ..... ••••• .••.• 

Writing 

Some people decide to change and be beller in the New Year. They 
make New Year resolutions , like this: 

• I'm goi ng to be good to my teacher . 
• l"m not goi ng to wa tch so much TV. 

Write a letter of between 120-160 words in an appropriate sty le to a 
friend telling himlher about your resolutions for tbe New Year. 

Dea r ........ . 

We had a very eood Chri5tma6, snd I hope you and your family had a 
eood one too. W('lU, now that we are in a new year aeain, I've decided 
there are !':tome things that I want to change about my life. 50 I've 

made some New Year re!':tolution5 .. . ........ . 

I've made lots of resolution5 before but I couldn't keep theml 
What about you"? 

9' 



London in 
Didzens's TinlLe 

Du ri ng the 1840s London quick ly became a very big cit y. In 1850 

there were a quart er of a mi llion morc people than in 1840. In the 

area of S, Gilcs 2,850 people lived in on ly 95 small houses - abou t 

30 people in each house! 

In these poor areas, conditions were terrible. The streets were very dioy. 

Hnd ]X!oplc drank and cooked wi th bad w:lIer from the River Thames. In 

1847. 500,000 people died of typhus ] feve r in one month. In winter the 

fog was often very thick; in summer the smells were horrible. 

In onc of the most famous areas. Seve n Dial s. there was a street of 

second-hand clo thes shops ca ll ed Mo nmoulh Street. Dickens 

5£1'£11 Dill/.f from Will/Oil (I Pilgrimage (1872) 
by Guslavc Dore and Blanchard Jerrold. 

1. Iyp hus ; mJ~D.i,* ' -"f~' JIl!Iij • 



describes it in SkeTches by 8oz, and Old Joe has his shop there in A 

Ch rislmas Carol. The Seven Dials area was full of thieves and poor 

street-sellers. Many of the old buildings we re cleared away whe n 

Charing C ross Road and Shaftesbury Avcnue 1 werc built. 

Chi ldren aged only nine worked in factories fo r many hours a day. A 

lot of very poor people went to workhouses. where they worked very 

hard in blld conditions, or they lived in very Sq Ulll id t co nditions in 

prison. In 1837, between 30,000 and 40,000 peop le were in prison 

for debt. 

Victo rian London was very busy. crowded, and no isy. I [ was [h e 

ca pitlll of a country in the middle of a scient ifi c and economic 

revolution , and which was creating a huge empire across the world. 

The Bank ami Ro)'tll 6"xclwlIge. Lo"doll ( 1887) by William Longsdai I. 

1. avenue :;kit!: · 2. squa lid : liOtEfIIJ • 



Answer these questions. 

1. London's population in creased by a quarter o f a million 

a. D in 1840. 
b. D in le n years. 

c. D in 1850. 

2. In Ih6 a r6a of SI Giles lhere were 

n. D loo many people. 

b. D auout 30 p60p l6 in 95 houses. 
c. D 100 many small hOllses. 

3 . In 1847 people di ed of typ hus fave r because 

a . D tbe :HrOOls were dirty. 

b. D the River Thamos was bad. 
c. D they drank ond cooked with bad water. 

4 . Old Joe's shop was 
a . D in Chnring Cross Rond. 
b. D basod on 8 rea l street that Dickens knew. 

c. D in Sketches by Ooz. 

5. Th e poor peoplo's houses in Ihe Seven Dials a rea 

a. D don'l oxist today. 
b, D are in Shaftesbury Avenue. 

c, D are now second-hand shops. 

6. Children worked 

a , D for nine hours a day. 

b. D in prison. 
c, D li t the ago of nino. 

7. Thirty to fort y thousand poop le were in pri son because they 

a . D wore dangerous c riminals, 
h. D couldn't pay bac k money to other people. 
c . D couldn 't find wQI·k. 

8 , Victorian Lo ndon was 

a. D in the middle of the cou ntry. 
h . D the ca pita l of a growing. p ros perous cou ntry. 

c. D n ([lIio! "l llco. 
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Writing 

II I-asl month you read an interesting book about Dickens ' s 
London . Write a leller to a pen friend who is goin g 10 visit 
London for the first lime. In 120·180 words tell himlher what 
London was like in Dickens's lime. 

Dear ..... .. 

I WS5 delighted to hear that you're going t.o visit London 600n. 

There are late of beautiful area!} to !lee, but London wa5n'C 
alwaye euch 8 plesesnt city. I have just read (j 11001::: ...... . 

Plea5e write and tell me about your visitl 

INTERNET PROJECT 

Let's find some more information about some of the places 

described in Ihe dossier London in Dickens's Time. 

Seven Dials, Monmouth Street , Shaftesbury Avenue and 

Channg Cross Road in Dickens's lime. 

Seven Dials, Monmouth Street , Shaftesbury Avenue and 

Charing Cross Road today. 

What differences do you find? Now go back to the Web and find 

some more information about how to get there, where to stay and 

what to do during a weekend spent in this part of London. 

- -
'.IU 
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Before you read 

Read the tex t and think of the word which best fits each space. Use 
onl y onc word in .~ ach space. Then: is an example al the begi nning 
(0) . 

The bed was his, the room wa s hi s. and best (0) .~f .. .. ..... .. .. .. ... a ll. 
he still (1) ... .... ............... time to be a better man. Ho jumped 
{2} ... .... .. ..... .. ...... ofbed. 

' I will (3) ...................... with the spirits of the past, present nn d 
fu ture ill mel' he said. on his knees a nd with tears in hi s 
(4) .................. ..... 'Thank you, Jscob MaTl ey! God bless Christ mas!' 

Then he (5) .. .... ... ....... .... .. 011 his clothes. 

' My clothes are here: [ a m here. But the fut ure is not bore 
(6) ...................... and I can change it! ' he sa id, lau ghing and crying 
{7) ...................... the sa me time. '(8) ..... ....... .. .. .. .. .. s hall I do first? 
Oh. I feel as (9) ...................... as a feather! I'm as happy as 
(10) ...................... angel! A Merry Chri stma s to everybody! A Happy 
New Year to (11) ...................... the worl d !' 

He danced in the si tting-room an d looked (12) ...... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 

'There's the (1 :1) ...................... where Jacoh Marley came in. There's 
the place wh ere the Ghost of Christmas Present sat. There's the 
window where J (14) ...................... the ghosts in the air. It' s all right. 
it's a ll true, it all happened!' 

And he laughed (1 5) ............... .. ..... laughed. Then the church bell s 
(16) ....................... ding, dong,"ding, dong! 11 was a glorious sou nd! 
He (1 7) ...................... the window an d put (18) .. ...... .. ...... .. .... his 
head. No fog. It wns a bri ght, su nny day, and the (19) ..................... . 

was co ld and sweet 

'What's today?'Scrooge shouted to a boy in (20) ... .. .. .. ......... .... street. 

'Eh?' The boy looked very surprised. 

'Wh at's today, my boy?' 

' lI 's Christmas Day: 



'A Merry Christmas, 
Mr Scrooge!' 

he bed was his, the room was h is, and best of all. he 

still had lime to be a better man. He jumped Ollt afbed. 

'] will live with the spirits of the past. present and 

fu ture in me!' he sa id. on his knees and wi th tears in 

his eyes. 'Thank you, jaeob Madey! God bless Ch ristmas!' 

Then he put on his cloth es. 

'My clothes are here: I am here. But the fu ture is not here yet 

and [ can change iU' he said , laughing an d crying at the same 

time . 'W hat shall I do first? Oh, I feel as light as a feother! 1 I'm as 

happ y as an a ngel! A Merry Christmas 10 everybod y! A Happy 

New Year 10 all the world!' 

He danced in the sitting-room and looked arou nd. 

'There's the door where Jacob Marley came in. There's Ihe 

place whe re the Chost of Ch ri s tm as P resent sat. There's the 

L as \iShl as a fealher; mff:t~'ltttluf; • Lighl J.i!: h(l~vy (r!J/iJ( ii'! • 
fea lher ; 

' 00 



'A Christmas. Mr 

window where I saw the ghosts in tho air. It's all right. it's all 

truo. it all happened!' 

And he laughed and laughed. Then the churc h bells rang -

dingo dong. dingo dong! 11 was a glorious I sound! He ope ned the 

window and put out hi s head. No fog. I1 was a bright . su nn y day . 

and the air wa s co ld and sweet. n 'What's today?' Sc roogc shout ed to a boy in the stree t. 

'E h?' The boy looked very surprised. 

'What's today . my boy? ' 

'It's Christmas Day.' 

'Christmas Day!' Sc roogc sa id happily to himself. 'So the 

Spi rit s did everything in one night. Hey , boy! Do yo u know the 

bu tcher's shop 2 in the next stree t?' 

'or course!' 

'You're an intelligont boy! Do you know if they've sold that big 

turkey in the wind ow?' 

'You mean the ono as big as me?' 

'What a nice boy!' said Scrooge. 'Yes, that one: 

'No. It 's still there.' 

' Is it? Oh, good! Co and buy it for me. will you? Tell them to bring E.",o 

il hero. If you come back in five minutes, 1'\\ give you ha lf-n-crown.· 3 

The boy ran as fas l flS possible 10 the shop. 

'I'll send it to Bob Cratchit: Scrooge said . ' Ha, ha! He won't 

know who sent il!' 

And he w rote Bob 's add ress on fI piece of paper. When the 

butcher's man arrived with th e eno rm ous turkey, Sc rooge to ld 

him to call a cab. ~ Ho paid fo r the turkoy and the cab , and he gave 

1. s loriouti : '»~flI:I ' 

2. Ihe bUlcher'! ~hop : ~fiII ' 

3. half-a-crown : 1fIi~<t.flll,tt!± · i!..(£1k!l!JI!tH\:JI! - );:~y' . 

.. . cllb : UUHIr) 1Ft • 

00 ' 
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A CIHi stmas Carol 

the boy half-a-crown. He was laughing all the limo. Then he put 

on hi s coa l and wal ked along the slree!. He looked al all the 

people with a happy smile. 

'Good morning!' peo ple sn id to him. 'A Merry Christmas to you!' 

And Scrooge answe red in the same way. 

'Ah. there are the two gentlemen who were asking for money 

in my office yesterday,' ho said. 'How do you do, my dear sirsl A 

Merry Christmas to you!' 

'Mr Seroage?' asked one of them. 

'Yes. That's my name and perh aps yOll don', like mc. Please 

exc uso me for yesterday. Listen .. .' 

Seroage spoke quietly in the man's ea r. 

'Are you serious. Mr Scrooge?' The man was very surpri sed. 

'Of cou rse. Can you do mt! that favour?' 

'My dear Scrooge. that's very generous! I don't know what 10 

say to thank you.' 

'Don' t say anything, Come and see me tomorrow, I'll give it to 

you thell. All right? ' E-"'o 

Thell Scrooge continued walking. He watched the people , he 

kissed little children, ho played wi th some dogs, he looked at 

overything with love, .md he fe lt ve ry happy. 

In the afternoon he went to hi s nephew'S hou so. Everybody 

was in the dining-room. 

·F'red!' said Scrooge at the door. 

'My Cod! Who 's that?' cried F'red. 

'It's yo ur Uncle Scrooge. [ have come to din ner. Can I come in. 

F' red?' 

'Come in" Of course , uncle! You·re very welcome.' 

Everybody was happy to sce Scrooge a nd he was happy to see 
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A Cbri stmas Carol 

them. T hey a te a wonderfu l dinner , and th en they played 

wonderful games and had a wonderful time! 

Sc rooge was in h is offico early the next morning. He was 

wait ing fo r Bob Cratchit. Of course , he kn ew Bob would be late. 

Nine o'c lock and no Bob. A quarter past nine. No Bob. AI nine­

twenty Bob ra n in. He went into his room immedia tely and 

started to work fast. 

'Ha llo!' Scroogc said in hi s o ld angry voice. 'You're lale!' 

'I'm very sorry . sir!' Bob answe red. 

'Are you? Come hore. Cralchit.' 

' It 's only once a year, sir.' said poor Bob. 'It won't happen agai n: 

'Well, my friend . I hopo nol : Seroage sa id with n big smile. 

'Because I'm goi ng to give you a bigger salary! ' 

Bob trembled. He couldn' t believe his ears. 

'A merry Christmas. Bob!' said Serooge. 'This will be your 

happiest Chr is tm as! Yes, I' m goi ng to give you a lot more money 

a nd I'm going to help yo ur poor family. Come on, make a very big 

fire a nd let's have a d rink, Bob Cratc h it !' 

Serooge gave Bob more mo n ey, helped his fa mil y end did 

llI lLch more. Tiny Tim did NOT d ie and Scroogo was u secon d 

fa th er to bi m. He beca me a good friend, a good ma nager and a 

good man, A few peop le laughed at hi m, of course, but he knew 

thet so me people always laugh at anyth ing new, st ra nge. a nd 

good, He often laughed now, and that was the most important 

thing to him. He didn 't see the Spirits aga in , and he ce lebrated 

every Chris tmas with all his heart. And, like T iny Tim, he said. 

'Cod bless everyone!' 

10 -1 
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Understanding the text 

What did SCTooge do on Christmas Day? Put the sentences in the ir 
COTfec t order. 

". 0 
b. 0 
o. 0 
d. 0 
•• 0 
r. 0 
8· 0 
h. 0 

He as ked a boy in thu stroot 10 go an d buy fI turkey. 

He felt very happy lmcnuso he cou ld stil l change tho future. 

In the aft ernoon ho won 1 to cal at his nephew 's house. 

Scroogo jumped out of bod. 

Then he wen t into the stroel and spoke 10 two ge ntlemen . 

He danced into tho s ilting-room and opened tho window. 

He thankod Jacob Marloy and put on his clothes. 

Next morni ng he told Bob tha t he wa s goi ng to giv~ h im 

mOTe money. 

i. 0 1-1 0 sen t it 10 Bob CTII lchit. 

j. D They were very surprised because he wont od 10 give lot s of 
money 10 the poor. 

Can you complete these sentences wilh informatio n rrom Chaple r Six? 

a . On Chri st mas morning the weat her .... .. ........................................ . 

b. T he boy in the street was vory surprised because ........................ . 

c. Wh en Scrooge walked along the litree!. he ............. ... ....... ... ... ..... .. 

d . Sc rooge asked the two gentlemen to .. .. .. .. .................................... .. 

c. At Pred's house everybody ........................................................... . 

r. \oVhen Bob canlC in at 9:20, ho ...................................................... . 

g. Bob couldn 't beliove his ears when ............................................. .. 

h. Some people laughed at Scrooge because .. ... ................................ . 
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El You ha ve now read all the chapte rs . What do you reme mbe r about 
the c hara c te rs? Of w hi c h of th e peo pl e (A·F ) a r e the following 

statements true? There is an exa mple at the beginn ing (O) . 

A Suooge o Bob Cra lchil 

E Tiny Ti m H Mrs Cra lchit 

C Fred F Fred's wife 

Who ... 

o. If] invites his uncle 10 dinner on Christmas Day. 

'1. 0 thinks Scrooge is stupid and bad. 

2. 0 sen ds a turkey 10 hi s clerk. 

3. 0 walks with a small c rutch. 

4. 0 doesn't want to drink to Scrooge. 

5. 0 thinks of SCl'ooge for the ga me of 'twe nty questions', 

6. 0 is latc for work on December 26th. 

7. 0 cooks a good Christmas dinner for her family. 

o. 0 doesn't die. 

9 . 0 gels the right a nswer in the game of 'twe nty questions', 

10. 0 changes from u bad old miser to a good ge nerous man. 

11 . 0 says he's go ing 10 invite Scrooge to dinner every Christmas. 

1 2. 0 would like 10 lell Scroogc what she thinks of him. 

13 . 0 drinks to ScroogQ bQcause it's Christmas. 

14 . 0 became a second f[jthcr to Tiny Tim. 
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Question tags 

'Go and buy it for me, wiIJ you?' 

Scrooge says 'wi ll you' at the end of the sentence to ask for agrooment 
or confirmation from the boy. ('Yes, I will'), This is a question 18g_ 
We use question tags when we spoak. 
Aftor the imperative 11'0 use 'will you', 
'Come here, Cratchit. will YOu?' 
'Don'/ be late , will you?' 

After negative statements we use the affirmative interrogative with do , 
does, or did . 

' You don '/ like 5cro080. do you?' 
'Tiny Tim didn't die, did he?' 

(present tense) 
{past tense} 

After posit ive statements we use the negative in terrogat ive with don't. 
doesn 't , or didn 't . 
Bob Cralchitloves his son $0 lIIuch, doesn't he? 
Scroogo feU very happy. didn 't he? 

Hero are some examp les with to be, to have , and can. 
The future isn" here yel, is il? 
Scrooge can change the fUlure, can ', he? 
Bob was Ja le for work, wusn 'l lie? 
Tiny Tim has gala second fother nolt', hasn 'l he? 
Scrooge is as happy as an angel, isn" he? 
The Cmlchits haven " got any problems about money now, have Ihey? 

Ma teh the sentences in A w ith the ir questi on tags in B, 

A H 

;I, 0 You can do me a ravour, 1. hasn't he? 

h. 0 Scrooge is a happy man , 2. have they? 

o. 0 Make a big fi re, Bob , 3. d id n 't they? 

d. 0 Some peop le lauglH~d a t Serooge, •• wasn't he? 

o. 0 They haven't so ld that big turkoy yel. 5. will you? 

r. 0 Scroogo did n't scc the Spiri ts again, •• can' , you? 

g. 0 T ho boy has got hal f-a -crown, 7. did ho? 

h. 0 Fred was happy to scc Serooge, •• isn' t he? 

10. 



A c T I v I T I • B 

Write 'Iueslion lags for the following sentences. 

a . Scrooge was in h is office early ................................... ? 

b. Come and see me tomorrow, .................................. ? 

c. T he Crntchits have got onough money now ..................... .. ............ ? 

d. They ale a won derfu l dinner ................................... ? 

c. The turkey is still in the window, ..................... ............. ? 

r. Bob di dn't know who sent the turkey, .................................. ? 

A Let 's desc ribe the four g hosts in th e s lory! Complete the ' looked ' 
an d ' was ' co lumns with suitable adjectives . Thon complet e Ihe 
'had ' colu mn. like the exam ple. 

s ilent happy small 
young tall old 

looked was 

5.d o'd 
Morley's 
Ghost 

First young 
Spirit 

Second 
Spirit 

Third 
Spirit 

fri ghtening 
large 

h.d 

!loot!;. ch./iln, 
handkerchief, 

round face, 
cold eye" 

B Now use the information in A to write a s ummary. 

'0" 



A c T I v I T I E 8 

Listening 

Listen 10 this extract from page 101 and , without lookin g at 
the lext , comp lete the boy's pari or the conversation . 

Scrooge: 

Boy: 

Sc rooge: 

Boy: 

Sc rooge: 

Boy: 

Wha t's today? 
, .......................................................................................... 
What's today, my boy? 
, 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

So the Spiri ts d id everythi ng in ono nig h1. Hey. boy! Do 
you kn ow the but cher's shop in the noxt street? 
, ... ....................................................................................... 

Sc rooge: Do you know if they've sold that b ig turkey in the 
wi ndow? 

Boy: • . .... .. .... ............................... .... ... ........................................ . 
Sc rooge: What a n ice boy! Yes. tha t one. 

Boy: • .......................................................................................... 
Sc rooge: Is it? Oh, good! Go and buy it for 1110, wi ll you? 

Now list e n to the ne x t part on Ila ge 102 'Inll . without loo king 
at the text , complete Scrooge's part of the conversation . 

Scroogll: • ... ........... . ... ... .. ....................... .............. ...... ... ................ . 
Gentle man : Mr Scrooge? 

Sc rooge: , ...................... . ............................................................... 

Gentle ma n: Are you serious . Mr Scrooge? 

Scroog4l: , ...................................................................................... 
Gent le ma n: My dea r Serooge, Iha l's very generous! I don' t know 

whn l lo say 10 tha nk you. 

Scrooge: , ...................................................................................... 

Now, check your ans wers. 

Itn 



EXIT TEST 
Summary 

A For ques tions 1·30, read this summary of A Christmas Carol and 
th i nk of the word which bes t rit s eac h s pa ce. There is an 
exa mpl e al Ihe beginning (0) . 

A Christmas Corol is the s to ry of Ebenezor Sc raoge. an 
(0) .fM ............... m iser who didn' t (1 ) .................... Chri stm as. Ho 

WIIS always unkind 10 puoplo. IInd he (2) .................... away frOm 

thom. 
One Christmas Eve the ghost of Seroago's dead (3) ................... . 
Jacob Mllrley ca me 10 his rOOIllS. Marley woro a long cha in 
(4) .................... his body and he (5) .................... rest because 
duri ng his life he only made {6] ............ .. ....... 1-1 0 tol d Scroogo 
that three Spirit s would (7) .................... him . 
The (8) .................... Spirit was th o Ghost of Chris tm as Past. It 

showed Scroogo (9) .................... when he was a lonely. unhappy 
schoolboy . Th en he (10) ................... . himsel f in the office where 
he first start od (11 ) ..................... Hi s manager. Mr F'ezziwig, was 
kind and (12) .................... , an d he gave a big Chri stmas party. 
Next. Scroogo snw hi s fianceo Bollo, (13) .................... sai d tha t bo 

love d money mOTe ('14 ) .................... her. Finally, tho Spirit 
showed him Bollo somo years (15) ............ ........ when she was the 
happy mother of a big family. Scrooge fe lt very (16) .................. .. 

bocause he t 17) .................... have n fam il y. 
The second Spirit wns th c Gh os t of Chri stmas Prosent. It 
(16) .................... him 10 his clerk Bob Cratchit 's house. Bob was 
(19) .................... so his family h ad only a (20 ) ................... . 

Christ mas dinner. but they all (21 ) ............ .... .... to Scrooge. When 
the Ghost tol d Scrooge that Tin y Tim would probably 
( 22 ) ..................... he was very unhappy. Then he saw his 
(23 ) ......... . .......... Prod 's family. The y we r t! all enjoying 
thomselves. and Scrooge bogan to (24) .................... himself loo! 
(25 ) .................... thi s. the Ghost showed him two thin . hungry 
(26 ) ..................... who (27 ) .................... trembling with col d. 
Scrooge was (ZU ) ..................... And he a lso folt very bad when 
the Ghost repentcd his own (29) .................... about workhouses 
and (30) .................... . 

'" 



B Now finish the summary in your own word s. Use these ideas as 
a guide . 

• the three businessmen at the Exchange 

• Old Joe I t.he first woman 1 the housekeeper 

• the dead bod y in the bed 

• Boh Cratchirs house 

• Scrooge's office 

• the cemetery 

• Christmas Day: Scrooge's feelin gs I th e turkey I the two 
ge ntlemen 1 Froe]' s house 

• December 26th: Bob Cratchit I Scrooge and Tiny Tim I Scrooge 
at the end of the story 

You are going to read an extract from a book about Cha rles Di ckens 
and A Christmos Corol. For questions 1·6 choose the answer (A, B, 
C or DJ which you th ink best fits each quest ion according 10 th e tex t. 

Charles Dickens and A Christmas Carol 
The idea for A Christmas Carol came to Dickens when he visited 
some schoo ls for poor chi ldren in Manchester. a c ity in the north of 
En gland . 
Then he created the s tory while he was walking around ' the black 
s t reet s of Lo ndon , fifteen and twent y miles a nig ht ' - when 
everybody was in bed! 
Dicke ns's chanlc1crs were very real to him. One of hi s friends 
reme mbered that one day whe n he was walki ng with Dickens, the 
nove li s t said. ' Mr Micawbe r I is coming. Le t's go into ano th er 
stree t and get away 2 from him.' Dic kens wrote that when he was 

1. Mr Micawber : ltJ!.lJi /J. lit ( ,kJ! . "ill: lfi~:) 'I' tIIi - i" A~ • 
2. gel away : .iS • • 
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w ri tIn g A Ch ris tmas Carol , he la ug he d a nd c r ie d wi th th e 
charac tcrs . Tiny Tim and Bob C ra tchit were always pull ing his coal 
because th ey wa nted him {O si t dow n a t h is de sk and cont inue 
wri t ing the story o f their lives . 
Arler Dickens died. one of hi s chi ld ren call ed Charl ey sa id that the 
c hild re n o f hi s fathe r ' s bra in we re · .. . mo re real to him than we 
were.' 
The ti t les o f many of Dickens ' s nove ls are names (Oliver 1ivist. 
David Copper field. MMlin Chll zz.lewir). Th ese names were very 
importa nt 10 Dicke ns because he knew that they gave life to hi s 
charac ters. The name Serooge is now pari of the Engli sh lang uage. 
I f you say, 'T hat ma n is a real Serooge' , you mean that he never 
spcnds any money. 

1. Oickens gol the idea for A Ch ristmas Carol 

A D in Loudon. 

B D in Manchester. 

C D in bed . 

D D in the s treet. 

2 . Dic kens wa lked 

A 0 tbirty- fi ve miles a round London. 

B D du ring the day. 

C 0 and wrote at the same ti me. 

D D and created A Ch ristmas Carol in h is head. 

3. Dickens's characters 

A 0 were more rea l to him than people. 

B D were like real children . 

C 0 made hi m want to run away. 

D D pu lled his clothes in the street. 

4. Charl ey was 

A D in one of Dickens's 11 0vols. 

8 D Dickens's SOil. 

e 0 not as rea t to Dickens as bi s other ch ildren. 

o D a child of Dic kens's brai n. 



5, Oliver Twist is 

A 0 a real person, 

B O a character in DflVid CoppcrJieJd. 

C 0 the title of a Dickens novel. 

I) 0 not an important name to Di ckens. 

6, The name Scroogo 

A 0 gives life to the English language. 

B 0 hasn't got any meaning. 

C 0 is the namo of u rea l person. 

I) 0 means so mebody who is moan with money. 

11 Read th e text and answer the quest ions, 

Whon I think of Christmas, [always think of Dickens. Christmas 
without Dickens wouldn't be Christmas for me. Snow in lhe street. 
bright fires and decorations and Christmas trees in the house: lots of 
good food and drink and presents; carols an d ga mes and pantomime. 
Everybody is very kind and happy - you know. a real 'Dickensian' 
Christmas! 

But I know il's only a dream. Christmas was very different then and 
it's different now! I think Di ckens invented a perfect Christmas. He 
was saying: 'Look! Christmas can be a very happy lime if yOll want!' 
Dickens loved Christmas; 10 him it was a very special time - a time. 
above all. for children, Ho invented lots of games, he organised 
music and dancing and singing, and he did conjuring tricks. 

But for most people Christmas Day was a day of rest because Ihere 
was only one day's holiday. Of course, they had Christmas lunch, 
some games, and music perhaps. But Christmas wasn't 
co mmorciulised like our modern Christmas. In Dickons's time it 
wasn't big busi ness. People didn't go shopping weeks before. they 
didn't spend so much money - and they didn' t watch TV. Yes. today 
we don't play Christmas games or s ing a t home. We watch TV. 



Write some ideas for the catego ri es be low . 

a . 'Dickensian' Christmas: snow, bright fires, decoratioM, tree$ .. .. . . 

..... ... . ... ... . ... ... . ... ... . ... . ... . ... . .. . .... ... . .... ... . . .. . ... . .... ... . .... ... . ... . ... . ... ..... ... 

.. ... ... . ... ... . ... ... . ... ... . ... . ... . ... ... . .... ... . .... ... . ... .... .... .... .... . .. . . ....... .... . ... .... 

b. Dickens's Christmas: a $pecial time for children ......................... .. 

.... ... ...... .. ..... .. .................................. ....... ........... ...... .. ... .... ............ ... 

........................................................... ............................................. 

c. Ch ri stmas in Dickens's lime: a day of re$t ................................. .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

d . Christmlls today: .................. ........................................................ .. 

.......... ................................................... .................... ..................... .. 

... ,. ............................................................................................... .. .. 

a Try to give a brief accoun t of the cont ent of A Christmas Carol. Now 
choose a chapter that you particularly enjoyed and exp lain it in 
more detail. 

El Topic - Money 
In A Christmas Carol we see Scrooge 'IS a mea n old miser at the 
htlgi nning of Ihe s lory and then as a kind . generous man at the end. 
Describe how Scrooge feels at the end of the story. What. in your own 
words, is the moral of this story? In Britain we tell s imila r stories or 
fables to our c hildren . Do you have stories or fables like this in your 
count ry? Try 10 find an examp le. 
Now think about Scrooge's atlilude to money. Do you save money 
like Scrooge or do you s pend it as soon as you get it? , 
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KEY TO 
THE ACTIVITIES 
AND EXIT TEST 

KEY TO THE ACTIVITIES 

SOME INFORMATION ABOUT 
CHARLES DICKENS 

Page 10 - exercise 1 

•• '1' 
b. T 
c. F - They wcnt to prison. he 

became separated from them. 
d. T 
e. F - Sketches by Boz was a short 

story. His first novel was The 
Piclnvick Papers. 

f. T 
g. T 
h. F - Ho was a great success in 

America . 
i. F - They are still popular today. 
,. T 

FlLMOGRAPHY 

Page 14 - exercise 1 

1. C 2. C 3.8 4.B s. C 

Before you read 
Page 15 - exercise 1 

0. 3 b.s c.6 d .2 e.l fA 

Page 16 - exercise 2 

1. Bob Cratchi!, an office clerk 
2. Scroogc, an o ld businessman 
3. Frod . Scroogo's nephew 
4. Jacob Marloy. a dond husi nessman 

CHAPTER ONE 
SCROOGE 
Page 24 - exercise 1 
a. F- Scroogo wont to Marley's 

funeral . 
b. T 
c. F- Scrooge was a 'moun man' who 

never spent Any money. 
d. F - Ho was a solil llry mnn whom 

no ono spoko to. 
e. F - Bob Cratchit und Fred were 

POO', 
f. T 
g. T 
h. T 
i. F - He didn 't give them any 

money. 
j. F - He died on Ch ristmas Eve 

(December the 241hJ 

". 

k. T 
J. T 



Page 25 - exercise 2 

1. wassHling 
2. was coming 
3. wns burning 
4. WIlS copying 
5. went 
6. tried 
7. WIlS watching 
8. opened 
9. came 

Page 26 - exercise J 

a.3 b.5 c.1 d.2 e.4 

Page 26 - exercise 4 

1. there were people 
2. the office door 
3. the company's nnme 
4. hllrd voice 
5. didn' t care I liked it 
G. three o'clock 
7. windows and doors 
8. a clerk 
9 . smaller than Scroogc's 

10. warm his hands 

Page 27 - exercise 5 

f.c ,b,o. 

Page 27 - exercise 6 

Open answers. 

Uefore yoo ren d 
'·age 28 - exercise 1 

1.0 2. C 3. C 4. A 5.0 6.B 7. C 
8.A 9. 0 10. 8 11. B t 2.C 

CHAPTER TWO 
MARLEY'S GHOST 
Page 36 - exercise 1 

a. He was putting the key in tho door. 
b. He was looking for Marley. 
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c. In the fire. 
d . Bocause the bell began to move. 
e. 11 was the sou nd of chains coming 

up the stairs. 
f. He know the Chost was Marley's 

because it had the samo face. 
clothes and boots. 

g. He made the cha in when he was 
ali ve. 

h. Ho cannot stop becauso when he 
was alive he was locked in a room 
making monoy and his spirit 
stayed inside. 

i. He wantod to tell Scrooge about 
the coming of the Ghosts. 

J. Because he could hear a great 
noiso of crying outs ide. 

k. It wanted to hel p a poor woman 
and her child out in the cold. 

I. He stopped saying humbug 
because he knew that the Ghosts 
were real. 

Page 37 - exercise 2 

a. 5 h.4 c. 1 d .3 e. 7 f. 8 
g.2 h.6 

Page 38 - exercise 3 
a. went up 
b. came into 
c. Sit down 
d. looked at 
e. stayod away from 
f. took off 
g. fell out of 
h. wonl to 

Page 39 - exercise 4 

1 . some 2. the 3 . .1 4 • .1 
5. to 6 . .1 7. been 8 . .1 9. yel 
10. a 11. dowll 12 . .1 



Page 40 - exercise 5 

a . body 
b. long 
c. cash-boxes. keys. locks. accou nt 

books 
d. cold. £load 
e. handkerchief. chin 
f. wore up ill its hair 

Page 41 - exercise Ii 

A 7 B 4CB D 3 E 6 F s 
G 2 H 1 

Page 41 - exercise 7 
1. B 2. C 3. A 4. A 5. D Ii. D 

Page 42 - exercise 8 

g. c. i. a. e. h. d. h. f. i 

Some Christmas Ghosts 
Page 44 - exercise 1 

1. In the six teonth century. every 
Christmas Day. at Calgarth Hall in 
tha Lake Distr icL Myles Phillipsotl, 
Kraster Cook 8< h is wifo Dorothy. 

2. SllIldringhutll in Norfolk. every 
Ch ristmas Evo. in tho sorvants' 
rooms. Ghost throws Ch ristmas 
cards into the air and pulls sheots 
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fTom the beds. 
J. Popioys. next to the Thoatro Royal 

in Bath. Just before Christmas 
1975. A lady in old- fashionod 
clothes. 

Page 45 - exercise 2 

Opcn a nswers. 

Before you rea d 
Page 46 - exercise 1 

1 . two o'clock 
2. struck twelve 
3. a dream 
4. opened the curtai ns 
5. an old man 
Ii. was wearing whito 
7. the Ghosl of 
8. Your past 
0. 10 help him 

10. walk with me 

CHAPTER THREE 
THE FIRST SPIRIT 

Page 56 - exercise 1 

a.11 b.1 7 c. 7 d . I e.13 f.18 
g. 2 h.12 i. 15 j.5 k. l0 1.3 
m. 8 n.4 0.9 p.16 q.14 r .6 

Page 57 - exercise 2 

1. Yes. I have a sister. 
2. Fanny. 
J. No. she was younger than llIe. 
4 . Yes. she was. 
5. No.1 wasn·t. 
6. I thought that the school WIIS 

horrible. 
7. In an office in the city. My boss 

was called Mr Fozziwig. 
8. 1-10 was a fat. happy n1£1I1 with n 

red face . 
9. Yes, her name was Bello. 

10. She got married. 



P,lge 58 - exercise :1 

"I. F 2 .B 3 .G 4 .1 5. C 6 .07.1'1 

Page 59 - exercise 4 

1 . if it had been 
2. both a child 
3. isn't anyone 
4. a long time before 
5. which had 
6. will not frill if 
7. so sad that he could 
8. wasn'tasoldas 
9. you la show 

10. so he got into bed 

Before yo u read 
Page 60 - exercises 1 . 2 

Open answers. 

The Christmas Story 
Page 63 - exercise 1 

11. F - There was a midwinter festivlll 
after the shortesl dllY of the year. 

b. F - Christmas combines a pagan 
and Christ ian festival. 

c. T 
d . F - Father Christmas is an 

American idea. 
e. T 
f. F-Theydidn'tappearatt he same 

lime. 
g. F - Boxing Day was not a holiday. 
h. T 
i. F - A Christmas Box is any typo of 

present. 
J. F - Boxing Day originated when 

priests gave the con tents of monoy 
boxcs to the poor. 

Page 64 - exercise 2 

Opon answor. 

Before you rea d 
Page 65 - exerc ise 1 

1. B 2. C 3. A 4. B 5. A 6. A 7. B 

CHAPTER FOUR 
THE SECOND SPIRIT 

Page 76 - exercise "I 

A.3 B.11 C. 2 0. 6 E.' F.9 G. 7 
''' .5 I. Extra Title J,4 

Page 77 - exercise 2 

a . Fred's wife said lhat nobody liked 
Serooge. 

b. The Spiri t told Scroogc to touch 
his clothes. 

c. The Spirit said that he didn 't have 
much time. 

d . Bob asked his wife if she would 
drink la Serooge. 

e. Fred's wife asked if it was a horse. 
r. Mrs Cratchil asked her husband 

what he was saying. 
g. Scrooge asked the Spirit if Tiny 

Tim would SOil a.nother Christmas. 
h . Tho Ghost told Scrooge to look at 

him. 

Pilge 77 - exercise 3 

11. 'C,n you help me prepare the 
tableT Mrs Cratehit asked Peter. 

b. 'It's Christmas Day,' said Bob 
Cratehi!. 

c. 'Is your life shor!"!" Serooge asked 
the Spirit. 

d . '1 will drink to Serooge because it 
is Christmas,' said Mrs Cratchil. 

e. ' Does the ani mal live in the city'" 
asked Freel's wife. 

r. 'Look down on the ground: sai d 
the Spirit to Scrooge. 

g. 'Put the plates on the table: said 
Mrs Cratehit to Belinda. 

h. ;Thero aro too many people in the 
world,' sa id Scrooge. 



Page 76 _ exercise 4 

A 

1. Bob Cralchit carried Tiny Tim on 
his shoulder because he was a 
cripplo. 

2. Martha put hOI p lates on the table. 
J. Alllhe children shouted ' Hurray' 

because they didn't often {lat 
goose. 

4. Scroogo. because the Spiril said 
that T iny Tim will die. 

5. Bob Cratchit. becauso ho wanted 
h is wifo 10 drink a toast to Serooge. 

6. Fred's wife, because they wem 
playing a game of twenty questions. 

7. The Ghost, because he was to die 
at midnight. 

8. Scrooge. because he saw tho two 
ch ildren who represon ted 
humanity. dyi ng. 

B 
Check your a nswers in the text. 

Page 79 - exercise 5 

a. Have you ever met any o f my 
brothers? 

b. Bob Cratchit has never oarned 
much money. 

c. Tiny Tim has never walked 
without a crutch . 

d. Has Pmd ever eaten turkey'? 
e. Have you ever had a white 

Christmas'? 
f. Scrooge has never laughod in his 

I i fo. 
g. Has Prod's wi fe ever liked 

Scrooge? 
h. Have the Cralchit children ovor 

played 'wonty questions? 

Page 79 - exercise 6 

The Ghost of Christmas Present. 
Mr Fezziwig. 

Before you read 
Page 80 - exercise 1 

n. P b.P c. T d.T e.F f.T g.T 
h.Ti. P j.F 

CHAPTER FIVE 
THE LAST OF THE SPIRITS 

Page 90 - exercise 1 

1.0 2. A 3.B 4. A 5.0 6.B 7. C 
8.C 9.D 10.B 

Page 92 - exercise 2 

a. 4 Who I Scrooge. 
b. 5 When I Seven years ago. 
c. 1 Why I BHcau5C Tiny Tim was 

dead. 
d. 6 Whem I In a poor part of the city. 
e. 3 What I His grave. 
f. 2 How I Very frighwn od. 

Page 92 - exercise 3 

1 . will 
z. change 
3. will be 
4 . won' t 
5. won '\ say 
6. will give 
7. will 
8 . will be 
9. won', be 

10. will 
11 . Wall ' \ say 
12. wil l 
13. won ', forget 
14. won't 
15. will live 

Page 93 - exereise 4 

1. d run k 2. dangerous 3. criminals 
4. dirtiest 5.ltaired 6. possessions 
7, de(lTler H. selfish 9. genHrosity 
10. profi table 
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Page 94 - exercises 5, 6 

Open answers. 

L.ondon in Dicke ns's lime 

Page 97 ~ exercise 1 

I.b 't .a J.c 4.b 5. 0 6.c 7.b 
8. b 

Internet Project 

Page !l8 

Use a search engine such as 
www.goOile.C9.ukand enter Seven 
Dials, Monmouth Street. Shaftesbury 
Avenue. Charing Cross Road or 
Coven! Garden. 
hUjl;lIwww.th jsisloudon.colD/ holDlls/ o 
cws/ortjclesI190960Z?SQu rce=Eveo i oQ 
%20Staodard a reconl articlo published 
in the London Evening Standard thal 
discusses property. shops and history 
in Ihe Seven Dials area. 
bUPillwww.lillleou! .cQm/londonl 
off~rs comprehensive information 
about where to s tay und 10 eat and 
drink and where to visit. Enter Coven! 
Garden in the search. This sile will 
also be of use in compi ling the 
itinerary at the end of lhe exercise. 
hUPi11www.londontourjstOOard .cOlnl 
another easily searchuble site. again of 
use for cOlllpiling 1111 itinera ry . 
For thoso searc hing for images and 
information abou t life in lhe area in 
Dickens 's t ilDe. try: 
hltp:/Iwww.dickens.and·]ondon.com 
and select Covenl Gard en from the 
bottom of the page for a Dickens· 
related history of the ureu and a gu ide 
to wlllks. 

Before you read 
Page 99 - exercise ] 

I . had 2. out 3. li ve 4 . eyes 5. put 

I 2 I 

6. yet 7. at 8. What 9. light ]0. an 
11 . all ]2. arou nd 13. door 14. saw 
15. ll nd 16. rIlng 17. opened 18. ou t 
19, air 20. the 

CHAPTER SIX 

'A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
MR SCROOGE! ' 

l'ngo 106 - exercise 1 

a .5 h.2 c.9 d . 1 e. Z f. 4 g. 3 
h.l0 i, 6 j.8 

Page 106 - exercise 2 

a . was bright and sunny. 
h. Scroogo shouted at h im and asked 

him to buy a tu rkey for hi m. 
c. answered 'A Merry Chri stmas' to 

all the peop le he mol. 
d . forgive him fo r the previous day 

and to do him a favour. 
e. was in the d ining room. 
f. went into his room and startod 

working fast. 
g. Scrooge told him ho p lanned 10 

give him a biggor sa lary. 
h. he had changed . 

Page 107 - exercise 3 

1.F 2.A J.E 4.8 5. C 6.0 7.B 
6.E 9.F 10.A 11 . C 12. 8 1:1. 13 
14. A 

Page 108 - exercise 4 

11.6 b.B c. S d .3 e.2 f. 7 g.l h.4 

Page 109 - exercise 5 

•• wasn 't he? 
b. will you? 
c. haven ' t Ihoy? 
d. didn' t they? 

•• isn ', it? 
f. did he? 



Page 109 - exercise 6 

A 

f'irst spirit : you ng, old, long while 
ha ir. wearing white clothes wi th 
slimmer fl owers on them, Carry ing a 
piece of green holly, 
Second spirit: young, ha ppy, a giant. 
smiling with kind gentle eyes. 
Third spirit : frigh tening. wearing 
long, I.Jlnck clothes and 11 black hood. 

8 

Open answer. 

Page HO - exercise 7 

1. Eh 
2. I1"s Christmas Day. 
3. or course! 
4 . You mean the ono as big os mc'? 
5. No. It's still thuro. 
6. A Merry Christmlls 10 you. 
7. Yes. That's my name oncl perbaps 

you don't like me ( ... ) listen. 
8. Of course. Can you do mu Ulat 

favour? 
9 Don't say anything. Comu and sec 

me tomorrow. 1" 11 give it to you 
thc n. All right? 

KEY TO THE EXIT T 

1. like 2. kept /s tayed 
3. portner/friend 4 . around 
5. couldn't 6 . money 7. visit 
8 . first 9 . about himse lf 
10. saw 11 . working 
"12. gcnerous 13. who '14 . than 
'15. late r/a ft er t 6. Slid 

17. didn 't 1R. took 19. poo r 
20. s mall 21. drank 22 . die 
23 . nephew 
26. children 
28. sod fupset 

24. en joy 
27. wore 

29 . sentence/ phrase 
30 . priso ns 

25 . After 

U Opon answers. Possible: The 
thir d S piri t wns the Ghost of 
Chr is tmas Fu ture . [t wore IOllg 
cl othes and a block hood so thal 
Scrooge cou ldn ' t see il s face. 

'"., --

It s howed three busi nessme n in 
th e City of Lon don discussing 
s Ollloo no's donI h. Sc r ooge 
wonderod who they were talking 
about. They didn 't SOOUl to like 
th is perso n very mu c h. It then 
took Scroogo to a vory poor part 
of the ci ty an d to 0 s hop owned 
by a man called Old loe. A 
wo man came int o the shop and 
so ld Old Joe tho conten ts of her 
bag. Then n housekeeper did the 
sa me . They both sai d that th e 
things belonged to U II o ld mi ser 
who had died . 
Then the Spiril took Scroogo to 
Bob Crat c hit 's hou se. Tiny 'i' im 
was dead and ovoryone was very 
sad . Th ey nil promised nover 10 
fo rget Tiny Tim. Tho Sp irit and 



Scrooge walked straight past 
Scraoge's office and then to the 
cemetery, Scrooge was confused, 
he wAnted to see himself in the 
future but the Spirit said nothing. 
Scraoge road his own name on a 
gravestone. Here lay Ebenezer 
Scraoge. No 0110 cared or missed 
Scroogo. He wanted to change 
his ways. 
The next day Scrooge woke up 
happy. He called to a boy in the 
street. 'Go and get me that turkey 
from the shop in the noxt street'. 
l-le sent the turkey to Bob and his 
family and then promised the 
mell some money for the poor. 
Serooge ate with his nephew 
Frad and had the best Ch ristmas 
ever. On Boxillg Day he 
promised Bob a bigger salary and 

12 3 

then helped his fa mily and Tiny 
Tim who did not die. r rom that 
day Sc rooge always celebrated 
Christmas. 

.B 2.0 3. A 4 . " 5. C 
fi. 0 

El u. lots of good food and 
presents, carols and games 
and pantomime. 

b. a perfect Christmas. he 
inven ted games. orga nised 
music and dancing and singing. 

c. only one day's holiday. 
Christmas lunch, somo games. 

d . commercialised, everyone 
spends a 10\ of money, no 
gumes, TV. 

11 Open answer. 

11 Open answer. 
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