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Christmas in England 
In English speaking countries, children don't get their presents on Christmas Eve (24th of December). Santa comes at night when everyone is asleep. Santa's reindeer can fly and take him from house to house. They land on the roofs of the houses and then Santa climbs down the chimney to leave the presents under the Christmas tree.
In the morning of Christmas Day (25th of December), children usually get up very early to unwrap their presents. Then they have plenty of time to play with their new toys.
Christmas dinner is served in the early afternoon. Most people eat turkey and sprouts and a Christmas pudding.
The 26th of December is called Boxing Day. It hasn't always been a holiday. People used to go back to work on that day where their bosses gave them little Christmas presents in small boxes. That's why the day is called Boxing Day.
Answer the questions according to the text.
	Santa's sleigh lands ...
	in front of the house
in the sitting room
on top of the house

	Santa puts the presents ...
	under the tree
in the chimney
in his bag

	Why is 26 December called Boxing Day?
	People used to fight for their presents on that day.
People hang around all day watching TV.
People received little gift boxes on that day.


Christmas Traditions 
Christmas is probably the most festive time of the year, a season of gift-giving and celebration. We all know that Christmas is a religious holiday which marks the birth of Jesus Christ. But did you also know that some of the traditions are adapted from rituals dating back to a time before Christianity?
Many pagan peoples regarded the winter solstice as a time of celebration. Anticipating the return of spring, people decorated their homes with evergreen plants, a symbol of eternal life. Mistletoe was especially popular, as it was believed to have magic powers. People hung sprigs of mistletoe in their homes and kissed beneath them as a gesture of friendship. At pagan festivals there was also a lot of singing and dancing going on - »dancing in a circle« is the original meaning of the word »carol«.
Still now we keep these traditions up: we sing Christmas carols and dance around in circles, we kiss beneath the mistletoe and we decorate our homes with Christmas trees. By the way, did you know that it was a German who set the trend of decorating Christmas trees in England? It was Prince Albert, Queen Victoria's husband. When he moved to England, Christmas trees had already been popular in continental Europe, but not in England. In 1841, Prince Albert put up a Christmas tree at Windsor Castle. The event was reported in the press; and as the whole country was very keen on the royal family, people enthusiastically took up the custom of decorating a tree at Christmas.
Answer the questions according to the text.
	What did pagan peoples celebrate at this time of the year?
	the birth of Jesus Christ
the winter solstice
the magic powers of mistletoe

	What does the word »carol« originally mean?
	to dance in a circle
to sing Christmas songs
to sing and dance around the Christmas tree

	According to the text, which statement is correct?
	The royal family were the first Europeans who had a Christmas tree.
Many people went to Windsor Castle to see the Christmas tree.
Queen Victoria had a German husband.
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Christmas Shopping Dialogue
Mr. Fox: 	Did you finish/Have you finished your Christmas shopping yet?
Mrs. Leah: 	Yes! I bought/I have bought the last presents on Monday.
Mr. Fox: 	Oh that’s good. So where did you go/have you gone shopping?
Mrs. Leah: 	At that big shopping centre in Bristol. There was/has been a special bus trip there for the staff at my office.
Mr. Fox: 	Oh! I don’t think I ever went/I’ve ever been there. Was it/Has it been it a good place to buy presents?
Mrs. 	Leah: Yes. There were/have been lots of bargains there. So, what about you? Did you buy/Have you bought your turkey?
Mr. Fox: 	Well, sort of. (9) I ordered/I’ve ordered it from my local butcher’s but I’ll pick it up and pay for it on Christmas Eve.
Mrs. Leah: 	Oh that’s a good idea. What about your tree? Did you already/Have you already put it up?
Mr. Fox: 	It’s up but we didn’t decorate/haven’t decorated it yet. We will probably do that this evening.
Mrs. Leah: 	Did you buy/Have you bought a real tree? I bought/I have bought an artificial one last year, but I prefer the real thing.
Mr. Fox: 	I always buy a real tree. It looks so much nicer.
Mrs. Leah: 	Yes, I may get one too. Well, if I don’t see you, have a lovely Christmas.
Mr. Fox: 	And you. And a happy new year!
THE CHRISTMAS TREE
The Christmas tree is one of the most common symbols of Christmas. It is usually an evergreen tree, which is decorated with ornaments and lights. Christmas trees come in all sizes and shapes. They can be live trees in pots, trees that have been cut down, or artificial trees. Whatever size or shape they prefer, it is certain that many families across America will be looking for just the right Christmas tree at the end of November each year.
It is believed that the Christmas tree tradition began thousands of years ago. In ancient times, people brought evergreen branches into their homes. They thought the evergreens were magical, and that they symbolized life. These branches represented Spring during the cold dark winters. In ancient Rome, people decorated their homes with evergreens during a special feast in December. During this time, schools were closed, no battles were fought, and people gave each other gifts.
Martin Luther was a monk who lived from 1483 to 1546. According to a legend, he was coming home one dark night during the winter. Luther saw a tree with the stars shining through it. He was so amazed by this sight that he went home and told his family about it. He wanted to share this sight with them, so he cut down a small fir tree and brought it inside. Once it was indoors, he decorated the tree with candles. The candles were like the stars he saw shining through the tree that dark night. This decorated fir tree was the first Christmas tree. The use of the Christmas tree spread quickly throughout Germany and the rest of Europe. The people who came to America brought this tradition with them. Christmas trees are still a tradition in Europe, and have become a tradition in America. They are a delight to us all.
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