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Christmas                                                                                                                       worksheet A
Christmas, the annual holiday celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, is an important festival in countries where Christianity has played a big role in history. However, for many millions of people Christmas now has more to do with presents, and consuming large amounts of food and drink, than with the story of the life of Jesus. A recent estimate suggested British adults spend an average of more than 300 pounds (well over 500 US dollars) on Christmas presents every year – an amazing figure, even for a rich country. 

But how does the Christmas festival vary around the world? Do people in different countries do more or less the same things around 24th and 25th December, or are there big differences?

The form the celebrations take depends partly on the weather, so Christmas in the Northern Hemisphere, which takes place in mid-winter, is bound to be different from a Christmas in the Southern Hemisphere, where it takes place in mid-summer. While snow guarantees a ‘white Christmas’ for many parts of the United States and Canada, many of the people living along the coast of South America and Australia spend Christmas Day on the beach. However, many of the Southern Hemisphere countries still display a lot of winter images at Christmas, with pictures of Santa Claus travelling through snow even when it’s 35 degrees Celsius outside.

In Britain and the United States, presents are generally left under the Christmas tree (either a real of artificial fir tree) to be opened on the morning of Christmas Day, meaning that Christmas Eve is often a sleepless night for excited children. In many other countries in Europe the time for presents is Christmas Eve – although in Latvia Christmas Eve is just the beginning of a twelve-day period of exchanging gifts! 

Christmas is also a public holiday in some countries where only a small minority of people are Christians, such as India and Malaysia. Images of Santa Claus are quite a common sight in Japan around Christmas time, and people enjoy eating a special Christmas cake with cream and strawberries.  

Christmas                                                                                                                       worksheet B
A

The eight answers below are to questions about the text in Worksheet A. Can you write the questions?

1. ________________________________________________________________

Answer: The birth of Jesus Christ.

2. ________________________________________________________________

Answer: Many of the people living along the coast of South America and Australia.

3. ________________________________________________________________

Answer: For twelve days!

4. ________________________________________________________________

Answer: On the morning of Christmas Day.

5. ________________________________________________________________

Answer: In the Northern Hemisphere.

6. ________________________________________________________________

Answer: An average of more than 300 pounds.

7. ________________________________________________________________

Answer: No, sometimes they are artificial.

8. ________________________________________________________________

Answer: Only a small minority.

Christmas                                                                                                                       worksheet C
B

Using the text in Worksheet A, fill the gaps below to find the name of the hard-working animals Santa Claus uses to help him distribute Christmas presents to tens of millions of children around the world. 
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1. Not every British person spends more than 300 pounds on Christmas presents, but that’s the ____________ figure.

2. In Britain, many children are too ____________ to sleep on Christmas Eve. 

3. A ‘____________ Christmas’ generally means that there is snow on the ground on 25th December.

4. Christianity is not the major religion in ____________, Malaysia or Japan.

5. It snows at Christmas in many parts of ____________.

6. Christmas trees are often ____________ fir trees.

7. Many people ____________ a lot of food and drink at Christmas time.

8. Different countries ____________ Christmas in different ways.
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