Inside Out


e-lesson

        
        Week starting: 18th December 2006 
Christmas 

This week’s lesson gets into the festive spirit by focusing on Christmas and the different ways in which it is celebrated around the world. 
Level

Pre-intermediate and above (equivalent to CEF level A2-B1 and above)
1. How to use the lesson
1. Ask your students what this time of year means to them, what they like/dislike about it, what they know about the ways in which it is celebrated in different countries, etc. If Christmas is not celebrated by some of the students, ask them about important festivals that they celebrate during the year.
2. Divide the students into pairs and give them 5-10 minutes to read through the text on Worksheet A. Encourage them to check new vocabulary. 

3. When the time is up, give the pairs at least 10 minutes to complete the exercise on Worksheet B, in which they have to refer to the text on Worksheet A in order to formulate the questions that would produce the eight answers given. Note that it is possible for there to be slight variations on each question. 

4. Check answers in open class. 
Answers

1. What does Christmas celebrate?

2. Who spends Christmas Day on the beach?

3. For how long do people in Latvia exchange presents at Christmas?

4. When are Christmas presents opened in Britain and the United States?

5. Where does Christmas take place in mid-winter?

6. How much do British people spend on Christmas presents?

7. Are Christmas trees always real?

8. How many people are Christians in India and Malaysia? 

5. Keeping the students in their pairs, hand out copies of Worksheet C. Tell the students that by writing the missing words in the grid they can find the name of the animals that supposedly help Santa Claus deliver his presents.

Note: To make the exercise slightly easier you could provide your students with a few of the letters from the missing words. Alternatively, to make it more difficult, you could ask them to try to fill in the answers without referring back to Worksheet A.

6. Check answers in open class (see next page).

Answers 

1. average    2. excited    3. white    4. India    5. Canada    6. real    7. consume   

8. celebrate  

If the questions have all been answered as below, reindeer should read from top to bottom. 
2. Related Websites

Send your students to these websites, or just take a look yourself.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/default.stm 
Among the many Christmas-related pieces on the BBC Newsround website there are some short texts written by children in other countries (e.g. Spain, Poland, Norway) describing how they celebrate Christmas. Just type ‘Christmas’ in the ‘Search’ box. The site is aimed mainly at the 8-13 age-group, and a lot of the material is accessible to pre-intermediates. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/christmas/ 
Page from BBC website covering traditional Christmas food in Britain. Intermediate and above. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_worldwide 
Wikipedia entry for ‘Christmas Worldwide’. Intermediate and above.
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