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Christmas Shopping Dialogue 

Look at the dialogue. Decide on the correct form in each case: present perfect or past simple.

James
(1) Did you finish/Have you finished your Christmas shopping yet? 

Irene
Yes! (2) I bought/I have bought the last presents on Monday. 

James
Oh that’s good. So where (3) did you go/have you gone shopping? 

Irene
At that big shopping centre in Bristol. There (4) was/has been a special bus trip there for the staff at my office. 

James 
Oh! I don’t think (5) I ever went/I’ve ever been there. (6) Was it/Has it been it a good place to buy presents? 

Irene 
Yes. There (7) were/have been lots of bargains there. So, what about you? (8) Did you buy/Have you bought your turkey? 

James 
Well, sort of. (9) I ordered/I’ve ordered it from my local butcher’s but I’ll pick it up and pay for it on Christmas Eve. 

Irene 
Oh that’s a good idea. What about your tree? (10) Did you already/Have you already put it up? 

James 
It’s up but we (11) didn’t decorate/haven’t decorated it yet. We will probably do that this evening. 

Irene 
(12) Did you buy/Have you bought a real tree? (13) I bought/I have bought an artificial one last year, but I prefer the real thing. 

James 
I always buy a real tree. It looks so much nicer. 

Irene 
Yes, I may get one too. Well, if I don’t see you, have a lovely Christmas. 

James 
And you. And a happy new year! 

New Year’s Worksheet 

Match the first half of the sentence with the second half to make some New Year’s resolutions. 
	a I’m going to give up 
	1 healthy food. 

	b I’m going to join 
	2 smoking this year. 

	c I’m going to 
	3 stop eating chocolate. 

	d I think I’ll go 
	4 a gym in my town. 

	e Maybe I’ll get 
	5 eat hamburgers. 

	f I’m going to eat 
	6 a new job. 

	g I’m not going to 
	7 on a diet. 


‘Be going to’ or ‘will’? Choose the correct form. 

Why are you writing in your diary? I’ll/I’m going to eat at that new restaurant in town on Friday. 

Have you planned your next holiday? Yes, we’ll/we’re going to fly to Thailand on Wednesday! 

I can’t hear the radio. I’ll/I’m going to turn it up for you. 

Do you prefer the red or black shoes? I think the red ones will/are going to look nicer with your new dress. 

I plan to be a teacher. I’ll/I’m going to apply for a course as soon as I can. 

Sarah telephoned last night. Will she/Is she going to come to the party on Saturday?
Making Resolutions 

Jeff 
Happy New Year! 

Kelly 
You too. Did you have a lovely Christmas? 

Jeff 
Yes, it was really good thanks. You? 

Kelly 
Yes, very relaxing. Just spent time with the family. 

Jeff 
And what about today? Have you made any New Year’s resolutions? 

Kelly 
Not yet. But I think I will. 

Jeff 
I’m going to stop smoking this year. I haven’t had a cigarette yet today! 

Kelly 
Well done. I hope you can keep to that. I think I’ll probably go on a diet. 

Jeff 
Really? You don’t need to. 

Kelly 
Well, I’d like to lose a little bit of weight. 

Jeff 
You could just do some more exercise. I’m going to join a gym. 

Kelly 
That’s a good idea. Maybe I’ll join the gym at my local school. 

Jeff 
I’m going to run in the mornings too. It’s all part of my new fitness plan. 

Kelly 
That sounds energetic. What time are you going to get up each day? 

Jeff 
Probably about 7, then I’ll run for half an hour perhaps and have a quick shower before heading to work. 

Kelly 
Well good luck with it. I think I’ll still be asleep at that time of the morning!
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