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Dear students of 6c, 
Our trip is coming closer and I’d like to give you some important bits of information.

Departure:

We will meet at the airport in Graz on April 21st at 9.00 a.m. Our plane leaves at 10:35. Group check-in takes a bit longer, so don’t be late.
Packing tips for the flight:

Bring a warm sweater for the plane, it often gets really cold on transatlantic flights.
New regulations: We are only allowed ONE piece of checked luggage – up to 23 kg and your carry-on bag.

Do not stuff your suitcase. US officials have become very picky and regularly open quite a few suitcases. When they repack them, they will throw in your things and close your suitcase by force. If your suitcase is very full – it’ll break and your things will be ruined. Therefore: Only fill your suitcase 90% (not 110).

Remove your pocket knives, nail files and scissors from your carry-on luggage – otherwise you’ll have to leave them behind. You are only allowed to take very small quantities of liquids.  Put them into a clear plastic zip-lock bag. (Even toothpaste, lip-gloss and deodorant sticks need to go into this bag.)
Since we have several stops on the way chances are around 50% that your luggage will be in Kansas City when we arrive there. Don’t worry, your suitcase will be delivered to your host family within the next day. BUT you might want to pack a minimal change of clothes and toiletries into your hand-luggage, just to be on the safe side.

Don’t forget to pack:

· [image: image2.wmf]Passport (I will bring your ticket) 
· student ID (Schülerausweis) 

· pocket money (US dollars) You won’t need any money in Kansas, your host families will pay for everything. For NY you’ll just need money for food. If you want to save money you’ll buy food items at a supermarket and eat breakfast in your hotel room and prepare some sandwiches and fruit for lunch. The rooms are equipped with fridges and coffee-makers. You can also have breakfast in one of the fast-food places and coffee-shops around the hotel. This will cost about 5-6 Dollars. If you plan well, 100 $ will be enough for food. If you want to eat more fancy meals, you’ll need a bit more. 

· a small backpack for day-trips

· your New York package!!!!!!!!! ( a MUST!!! You won’t find your way without it!)

· comfortable walking shoes (We don’t need any fancy shoes – but we will walk in any weather for hours on end.)
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rain-gear (it might be pouring in N.Y. and we still want to see the city). On our last trip to NY we were all wearing rain jackets AND rain trousers – the rain was coming from all sides – but we had a wonderful day. Keep this in mind – don’t worry about fashion – if it pours we will all look the same. Little folding umbrellas are a nice extra, but not enough to keep you dry in NY rainstorms. Being wet isn’t an option either – you might get sick and miss the best parts of the trip.
· a writing pad or spiral notebook and pen for school in Kansas City
· 1 set of (semi)formal clothes suitable for a theater outing and the Harlem church service (where Harlem residents wear their very best clothes!)(Nice black jeans and a shirt  for boys is fine. (No hooded sweaters and shabby sneakers for these occasions.)
· a present for your host family (tip: t-shirts for the kids might be an idea if you know the size, Mozartkugeln, a photo-book of Graz or Styria, nice tea-towels etc.  can be transported easily) You cannot bring any foods – other than processed things like chocolate. Any foods must be discarded when entering the US. Kernöl is not very popular among these families and breaks easily. 
· [image: image4.wmf]your mobile phone 
· an adaptor plug for US outlets and chargers for your camera and/or phone. (Don’t bring hairdryers, towels etc, your family will be very well equipped.) 
Pack as little as possible. We do not need lots of things. It might be nice and warm in Kansas City but quite chilly and rainy in New York. So bring layers of clothes – onion style! 
Americans are a bit more traditional concerning clothes at school: Please do not wear any jeans with holes or very baggy jeans showing your underwear. Tank-tops and bare shoulders and bellies are also forbidden in school. Hooded sweaters are ok as long as you are not wearing the hood.  In general, keep a low profile and try not to attract unnecessary attention.
Yours,

Elisabeth Pölzleitner

In case of emergencies during our trip call Mrs. Pölzleitner’s mobile: +43/664/960 5094
If you have any urgent questions during the Easter holidays you may also send me an e-mail (lis@polzleitner.net) or send me a text-message. I’ll be in Greece during the holidays, but I will check my mails once or twice a day.
In important cases, you can also contact Mr. Wetzlmair.
E. Pölzleitner
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