	
	
	Dorothy Parker (1893-1967) - original surname Rothschild 

	
	
	 American short story writer, poet, and critic, a legendary figure in the New York literary scene. Parker wrote sketches and short stories, many of them published in The New Yorker. Her column, 'Constant Reader', was highly popular. Parker was especially famous for her instant wit and and cruel humour. 

Dorothy Parker was born in West End, New Jersey, to a Jewish father and Scottish mother. Her mother died when she was a baby. She was educated at a convent and moved to New York City. She wrote during the day and earned money at night playing the piano in a dancing school. In 1916 she sold some of her poetry to the editor of Vogue, and was given an editorial position on the magazine. From 1917 to 1920 she worked as a critic for Vanity Fair, and formed with two other writers, Robert Benchley and Robert Sherwood, the nucleus of the Algonquin Round Table, an informal luncheon club held at New York City's Algonquin Hotel on Forty-Fourth Street. Other members included Ring Lardner and James Thurber. Parker was usually the only woman in the group.

Between the years 1927 and 1933 Parker wrote book reviews for The New Yorker. Her works continued appear in the magazine at irregular intervals until 1955. In 1926 appeared Parker's first collection of poems, ENOUGH ROPE, which contains the often-quoted 'Resumé,' on suicide, and 'News Item,' "Men seldom make passes / At girls who wear glasses." It became a bestseller and was followed by SUNSET GUNS (1928) and DEATH AND TAXES (1931), which were collected in COLLECTED POEMS: NOT SO DEEP AS A WELL (1936). Her works in verse were sardonic, usually dry, elegant commentaries on departing or departed love, or shallowness of modern life. "Why is it no one sent me yet / One perfect limousine, do you suppose? / Ah no, it's always just my luck to get / One perfect rose." (1926) Parker's short stories, which were collected in AFTER SUCH PLEASURES (1932) and HERE LIES (1939), proved deep knowledge and understanding of human nature. Among her best-known short stories are 'A Big Blonde' and 'A Telephone Call.' 

During the 1920s she had extra-marital affairs, drank heavily and attempted suicide three times, but maintained the high quality of her texts. In the 1930s Parker moved with her second husband, Alan Campbell, to Hollywood. She worked there as a screenwriter. She also reported on the Spanish Civil War, and collaborated on several plays. 

Parker had taken an early stand against Fascism and Nazism and she declared herself a Communist, for which she was blacklisted during the McCarthy era. 

Parker died alone on June 7, 1967 in the New York hotel that had become her final home. She left her estate to civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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