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What a sight
these towers
of Manhattan are,
glittering with
millions of golden
specs, soaring
endlessly, as if
they were going
to touch the sky! 
  Langston Hughes 
No matter how you
look at New York
City - vertically,
horizontally, upside
down, sideways -
one thing remains
clear. New York
City is the capital
of the world. 
  Rudolph W. Giuliani


New York City Walks
	Day
	morning
	afternoon
	evening

	Saturday
Glitz and Glamour
	Morning walk through Midtown Manhattan: Glitz and Glamour Broadway, Times Square, 5th Ave, Plaza Hotel,

Boat trip: Circle Line
	Midtown:

MOMA

Chrysler Building, Grand Central Station, Macy’s and Daffy’s 


	Empire State Building

	Sunday
Harlem, the Black Experience
	Gospel service and walk through Harlem 
	Central Park 

Guggenheim Museum
	Theater/show

	Monday
The

Bohemian 

Experience
	Madison Square, 

Flatiron Building
Chelsea

Greenwich Village
	East Village and the Jewish Experience

Soho
	Chinatown




Text Samples:
	
	Author
	Title of extract or poem
	Places/Topics
	page

	1
	Walt Whitman
	“Mannahatta”
	Manhattan
	3

	1a
	Chuck Klosterman
	"Everyone Knows This Is Somewhere"
	Manhattan
	4-5

	2
	Truman Capote
	Breakfast at Tiffany’s
	Tiffany’s, 5th Avenue
	8

	3
	F. Scott Fitzgerald
	The Crack-up, “My Lost City”
	Glitz and glamor lost
	9-12

	4
	Dorothy Parker
	poems
	Glitz and glamor
	13

	5
	Dorothy Parker
	“From the Diary of a New York Lady”
	
	14-15

	6
	Jack Kerouac
	On the Road
	Times Square
	16-17

	7
	Nik Cohn
	The Heart of the World
	Broadway 
	18-19

	8
	Donald A. Bullard
	Untitled Poem
	Grand Central Station
	21

	9
	Lee Stringer
	Grand Central Winter
	Grand Central Station, homelessness
	24-26

	10
	Michael Grunwald
	“Harlem Finally Rides the Economy’s ‘A’ Train”
	Harlem
	27-28

	11
	Langston Hughes
	“A Dream Deferred”
	Harlem
	28

	12
	James Baldwin
	Go Tell it on the Mountain
	Central Park, Broadway, Harlem
	31-34

	13
	O. Henry
	“The Last Leaf”
	Greenwich Village, 
	40-41

	14
	Allen Ginsberg
	Intro text and opening of “Howl”
	Lower Manhattan, 
	44

	15
	Dr. Gerhard Falk
	The Jews of New York
	East Village, 
	51

	16
	Woody Allen
	Manhattan

"The Whore of Mensa"
	Jewish New York
	50++



	17
	Nick Cohn
	The Heart of the World
	Chinatown
	51-55


Text Sample 1

Mannahatta   by Walt Whitman 
  
I WAS asking for something specific and perfect for my city,
Whereupon, lo! upsprang the aboriginal name!

Now I see what there is in a name, a word, liquid, sane, unruly,
musical, self-sufficient;
I see that the word of my city is that word up there,
Because I see that word nested in nests of water-bays, superb, with
tall and wonderful spires,
Rich, hemm'd thick all around with sailships and steamships--an
island sixteen miles long, solid-founded,
Numberless crowded streets--high growths of iron, slender, strong,
light, splendidly uprising toward clear skies;
Tide swift and ample, well-loved by me, toward sundown,
The flowing sea-currents, the little islands, larger adjoining
islands, the heights, the villas,
The countless masts, the white shore-steamers, the lighters, the
ferry-boats, the black sea-steamers well-model'd; 10
The down-town streets, the jobbers' houses of business--the houses of
business of the ship-merchants, and money-brokers--the river-
streets;
Immigrantsarriving, fifteen or twenty thousand in a week;
The carts hauling goods--the manly race of drivers of horses--the
brown-faced sailors;
The summer air, the bright sun shining, and the sailing clouds aloft;
The winter snows, the sleigh-bells--the broken ice in the river,
passing along, up or down, with the flood tide or ebb-tide;
The mechanics of the city, the masters, well-form'd, beautiful-faced,
looking you straight in the eyes;
Trottoirs throng'd--vehicles--Broadway--the women--the shops and
shows,
The parades, processions, bugles playing, flags flying, drums
beating;
A million people--manners free and superb--open voices--hospitality--
the most courageous and friendly young men;
The free city! no slaves! no owners of slaves! 20
The beautiful city, the city of hurried and sparkling waters! the
city of spires and masts!
The city nested in bays! my city!
The city of such women, I am mad to be with them! I will return after
death to be with them!
The city of such young men, I swear I cannot live happy, without I
often go talk, walk, eat, drink, sleep, with them! 
	Saturday

Glitz and Glamour
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Walk I:
	Stops/Sights
	Info
	Text

	Short general intro about NYC and its inhabitants
	Multicultural N.Y., patchwork of races, origins, religions started as a small Dutch community (New Amsterdam), mass immigration in the 1850s.. 

Overview of map: Manhattan, ethnic neighborhoods: little Italy, Chinatown, Harlem, Williamsburg, East Village 


	

	Overview of our walk
	Find all the day’s stops on your map and trace our walk in color.

Please stay together as a group, walk quickly, don’t stop for food or little shopping needs during our tour. There will be times for individual shopping too. If you fall behind use your map to catch up with the group immediately. 
If you recognize one of the settings of your New York novel, please tell the class about the passage you have in mind. Take pictures for your literature project.


	

	1. The Plaza Hotel Meeting point at: …………..p.m.

[image: image6.jpg]



[image: image7.jpg]




	We’ll share our impressions of 5th Ave. and take a few minutes to take down our impressions.

The Plaza Hotel: built in 1907 , most luxurious hotel in town, 
Read extracts from Truman Capote: Breakfast at Tiffany’s
infamous party 1966, 16000$, invited Frank Sinatra. Thornton Wilder, Andy Warhol, Rose Kennedy,

Outside: anti-Vietnam Demos

Later T.C. saw that this religion of money wasn’t right –published true stories about his high society friends, only slightly fictionalized. They were angry – turned against him – he slipped into depression, alcohol, drugs..

Andy Warhol had long taken over the job of documenting NY society himself, only with camera and paintbrush

Scott . Fitzgerald : The Great Gatsby: 

glamorous life in NY and Long Island, rich and famous, fun and endless parties. American dream seems to have come true. Scott Fitzgerald and his wife Zelda were the dream couple of the Jazz-Age, rich, drunk, dancing at the Plaza. In the novel Gatsby spends a day in N.Y. It’s hot and stuffy – he rents a swell suite to cool off in the bathrooms.  Time of prohibition… See The Great Gatsby p. 125ff  
“My lost city”: When Fitzgerald returned to NY in 1931 everything had changed. Even though the Empire State Building had been finished, the glitz and glamour were gone after the stock exchange had crashed… unemployment, the Great Depression… “The party was over”. See how Fitzgerald sees N.Y. society at this point.

In front of the Plaza Hotel: Pulitzer Fountain (Pulitzer Prize!)
	Text 2

Text

3

next page



	2. 5th Avenue
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	The world of glitz and glamour: 
Stroll down 5th Avenue between the Plaza Hotel and 42nd Street to get a good impression of the glitz and glamour of this part of town. Here money and shopping has become the new religion.

1. Take in the atmosphere: Look at the people closely and take some mental snapshots. Take the time to sit down on the way and take a few notes (keywords) that will remind you of this area.

2: As you walk along 5th Ave. stop at some of the more interesting buildings to take a closer look at their architecture. You will notice 4 main styles of skyscrapers

Beaux-Arts

Art Deco

Italian Renaissance

Modern Giants

What are the characteristic features of the four styles? Note a few details next to each type. Make a simple sketch of one example of each style and be ready to share them with the group later (at the Plaza Hotel)

Some of the highlights are: 

Nr. 749: Tiffany’s

Nr. 745: (57th st) Art Deco, 1931

Nr. 730: Crown Building, 1921,

Peninsula Hotel (2W55th) Beaux-Arts, 1905

St. Regis Hotel (2E55th), Beaux-Arts, 1904

University Club (54th st.): Florentine palazzo, 1899

Nr. 666: international, 1957

Nr. 651: Cartier, ital. Renaissane, 1905

St. Patrick’s Cathedral (53rd st): neo-gothic, 1879

Nr. 647: Versace, ital. Renaissance, 1905

Nr. 597: Benetton, Beaux-Arts ,1913

Nr. 551: Fred H. French Bldg., Art Deco, 1927

Nr. 452: HSBC,  Beaux-Arts, 1902


	

	3. Trump Tower
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	725 Fifth Ave. 
Early 1980s, exceeded height limits with a legal trick: Zoning laws (1916): regulate height and space between skyscrapers but you can buy the unused “height” from a neighboring building. 
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	4. Algonquin Hotel
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	44th street Round table, 

New York intellectuals met here in the Rose Room in the 20s and 30s and held hot discussions and verbal fights. Irony and sarcasm were their main weapons against the shallow bohemian life-style around them. (F. Scott Fitzgerald and his wife Zelda, Dorothy Parker, Harpo Marx…)

Dorothy Parker: Read “From The Diary Of A New York Lady” and the sample poems. What type of woman was Dorothy Parker? What does she say about society around her?


	Text 4 and 5


Dorothy Parker: 1893 - 1967

[image: image50.jpg]


[image: image51.jpg]



Text sample: 4
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	5. Times Square and Theater Discrict


	The Great White Way around 1910, new electric lights

1920s and 30s very glamorous, lots of theaters, dance, musicals… quality live shows

1970s -80s: drugs, sex, prostitution, dirty,  (mainly 42nd street west)

Now: Gentrified, mostly movie houses, mainstream entertainment, Disney productions… remakes of London musicals…

Good, quality shows have moved off- Broadway  or off-off- Broadway
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Read the  short extract from Jack Kerouac: On the Road  (Text 6) and Nik Cohn’s account on the beginnings of Broadway entertainment (The heart of the world), Text 7)

	Text

6 and 7




Text sample 6:

	6. 11:30 Circle Line Boat Tour 
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	The Semi-Circle Cruise - 2 hours
Experience the grandeur of New York on our 2-hour city highlights tour. You'll enjoy magnificent views of the world's premier skyline and a close-up view of Lady Liberty. Sail down the Hudson, cruise around the Battery, up the East River, and under the Brooklyn, Manhattan and Williamsburg Bridges to the United Nations and back. From Pier 83 at 42nd Street on the Hudson River.
	

	Lunch
	We are going back to 5th Avenue and the Museum of Modern Art. On the way we will have a simple lunch.
	

	7. MOMA
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	We are going to visit the famous Museum of Modern Art and participate in a lesson on Language and Art. After the lesson (1 hour) you will have time to stroll through the museum at your own pace and admire the interesting works of art. (11 West 53 Street, between Fifth and Sixth avenues)
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	8. Seagram bldg and Citycorp Center
	Park Avenue, 52nd st.:1958, new style of the time, interesting plaza

Lexington Ave/ 53rd-54th st.: Interesting construction:  St. Peter’s Church finds room under the pillars of the building. Church owned site, set conditions. Slanted roof for solar cells, but never worked. 


	

	9. Chrystler Bldg.
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	405 Lexington Ave at 42nd st.

Art deco, 1930: Tallest bldg at the time, 

Competition between the architects of the Chrystler bldg and the Bank of Manhatten (Wallstreet) bldg. Secret plans, Chrystler bldg. had a hidden spike that was only raised at the last minute – made it the taller one!! 319 m 


	

	10. Grand Central Terminal
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	Park Ave, 42nd st. 

Busy commuter station, huge clock, ceiling painting, 1913, Beaux-Arts,

Read the following poem by Donald A. Bullard, (Text 8) then discuss the extracts from  Grand Central Winter (Text 9)

	Text 8 

And 

9

	11. Byrant Park
	Free films on Monday nights, crowds picnic on the lawn..


	


Untitled Poem by Donald A. Bullard (Text 8)
	[image: image21.jpg]



	[image: image22.jpg]



	[image: image23.jpg]HH G i i3
l!!l{bmlﬂ : i \Fli'hu
i i

e

il il






“Grand Central, let’em out please, watch the doors!”

In His own image did He make all men.

“One ham on rye, I’ll have a Coke, what’s yours?”

From Adam’s side our mother moves again.

“Canarsie Harlem, Yorktown and the Narrows”

Sing, messenger, above the IRT.

Who gets the breaks, the outrageous slings and arrows?

Is there a voice that calls for her and me?

“Out please, getting out please, getting out!”

All lines are running late – to Heaven and Hell.

Warm smells and lights and bodies gird about;

Redeem, illumine and transfigure all.

Oh! Ever young and ageless Mother Eve

Be with us till we take our final leave.

	12. Macy’s 


	Shopping window, Thanksgiving parade, (151 West 34th Street)

If we have time, stroll through this famous department store. 

You might also want to look at Daffy’s, a big designer outlet nearby  (1311 Broadway at 34th street)

	13. Empire State Building
	After the MOMA we are going to get a good view of the city at night.

5th Ave, 33rd/34th street. 
Built in 1930, Depression had started, the opening ceremony was meant to be a symbol of progress, lights would go on – not only in the new tallest building (was tallest until 1973, when WTC was finished)  but for the whole city and country. But this didn’t work out. Many offices stayed empty, no tenants who could pay the rent were found…: nickname: Empty State Building

Art-Deco Lobby and style, (now 7th tallest bldg. in the world)

Grand view from 86th floor or 102nd terrace.

Last admission 11.15 p.m.

	14. Back to the Hotel


	Sleep well – we’ll have another exciting but strenuous day tomorrow.


Sunday: Harlem, the Black Experience
	9:00 

Gospel Service at Convent Avenue  Baptist Church

DRESS YOUR BEST! The regular churchgoers will be wearing their best Sunday suits – let’s show our respect!!! You will be expected to give a small donation (American Churches depend on these donations, there is no Kirchensteuer like in Austria)

Then, join a local congregation for the Sunday worship service and experience the soul stirring power of Gospel music.

A whole branch of Gospel tourism has developed recently. Churches have gone so far as to shorten the sermon and other parts of the service to a minimum in order to leave a lot of time for the Gospel choir. This is seen as a dangerous development by the regular congregation. 
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132 W 138TH St
New York, NY 10030-2303  Phone: (212) 862-7474

Join us on a Sunday morning walk in the Black capital of the world and learn about Harlem, 

· its start as a rural Dutch community in 1658 

· its transformation into a green summer retreat for New York’s most prominent families, 

· how real estate agents failed to sell new apartments to the rich and 

· how the newly arrived Blacks from the southern states moved in at the turn of the century

· how it then became a Mecca for African American writers and artists during the 20s and 30s…  During this period, the Harlem Renaissance, Jazz, Ballet, Theater, Literature.. flourished. Famous artists of the time were 

· the musicians Louis Armstrong, Count Basie, Duke Ellington, Billie Holiday, Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan

· the poets and writers Langston Hughes, W.E.B. DuBois, Countee Cullen, Zora Neale Hurston

· to its troubled past during the 1960’s and 1970’s when poverty, drugs and crime made Harlem a taboo zone for whites. Malcolm X grew up here and lectured to the Blacks in 125th street (street university). After a white policeman shot a Black youth in 1964 there were riots all over Harlem.

· and its upward trend during the 90s, often lead by the church. The Abyssinian DevelopmentCorporation has bought hundreds of town houses and renovated them. They want to prevent the negative effects of gentrification. Harlem must not become the new yuppie-land where Blacks cannot afford the skyrocketing rents. They are helping to start a second Harlem Renaissance by fostering Black cultural activities  and local business rather than selling the place to Disney, Starbuck’s and huge, white-owned malls. (Read the article “Harlem Finally Rides the Economy’s ‘A’ Train”.)

Along the way you will see famous sights and landmarks such as the Columbia University,  Morning Side Heights,  Strivers Row and The Abyssinian Baptist Church, and the famed 125th street (street university and Franco the Great’s store), the Cotton Club, and the Apollo Theater …
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Read the Harlem text samples 14 and 15 
See the map on the next page.

	Convent Avenue Babtist Church, 145th street  and Convent Ave.
Striver’s Row
138th and 139th street between 7th and 8th Ave:: beautiful residential area, popular with the the rich and famous during the 20s and 30s Harlem Renaissance. Fun, music, glamour, taxis, parties… Tip: Striver = striving upwards (Streberstraße)

136th street: Langston Hughes met with his friends here.

135th street: YMCA: Langston Hughes lived here

125th: Cotton Club: fun, entertainment, sex, (was for whites only during the 20s and 30s)

125th: Apollo Theater (nr 253) 

125th and Lenox Ave: Street University in the 60s

Columbia University
	[image: image26.png]1- ABYSSINIAN BAPTIST CHURCH
S aedttoTenen
$ Apoeonroou
& Bkaon st
£ olua Ry
& B mesn e e
B oo Bk
& GuarsTous
iy
i ouionGuuce
- T o e
£ s o ne s

15 Mo S

<, & Mot S o enca

15, MUSEUM OF THE ITY OF NEW YORK

16 AIVERSIDE CHURGH

1. SCHOVBURG CENTER FOR
ESEARCH I BLACK CULTURE

18 STUDIO MUSEUM I HARLEW

10 SENETAVILLAGE

20, AMARQUETA|





	We’ll walk down to Columbia University and have lunch in one of the nice little cafés there. If the weather is nice we’ll buy food for a picnic in the park instead.

Then we’ll explore Central Park Life on a Sunday.
	We will go to a supermarket or deli and buy ingredients for a simple picnic. Plan with a few friends what you are going to eat. Only buy as much as you can eat. Otherwise you have to carry the leftovers for the rest of the day.

Don’t forget something to drink.

	Lunch picnic in the Park
	We’ll find a nice spot on the south side of the park and have our picnic. Please clean up the site around you after you are finished. We want to leave the place as nice as we have found it.

	Walk through Central Park South  
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	We’ll walk through the southern part of the park and see some of the highlights (see map on the next page). We’ll make several stops to rest, watch and listen to a few relevant extracts from literature.

Text: 16: James Baldwin, Go Tell it on the Mountain
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	Guggenheim Museum (Fifth Ave. 88th Street) 
In June 1943, Frank Lloyd Wright received a letter from Hilla Rebay, the art advisor to Solomon R. Guggenheim, asking the architect to design a new building to house Guggenheim's four-year-old Museum of Non-Objective Painting. The project evolved into a complex struggle pitting the architect against his clients, city officials, the art world, and public opinion. Both Guggenheim and Wright would die before the building's 1959 completion. The resultant achievement, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, testifies not only to Wright's architectural genius, but to the adventurous spirit that characterized its founders. 

Visit the online collection of the museum at http://www.guggenheimcollection.org/index.html


	The Building:
I need a fighter, a lover of space, an agitator, a tester and a wise man. . . . I want a temple of spirit, a monument! 
—Hilla Rebay to Frank Lloyd Wright, 1943



	We will spend the time until our theater show according to the group’s wishes
	

	Theater /show?

	


Map of Central Park
Central Park Highlights
1. Conservatory Garden: beautiful formal gardens 

2. Delacorte Theater: Shakespeare in the Park performances

3. Reservoir: jogger’s favorite round

4. Metropolitan Museum of Art

5. Loeb Boathouse: boat rental, bike rental, nice café

6. Rumsey Playfield: concerts, sports events…

7. Dairy: used to be the place where the milk of the Central Park cows was sold. Now an information stall

8. Woolman  Rink (for ice skating and roller-skating)

9. Pond: Swans, ducks… very nice view from Gapstow Bridge, Holden Caulfield loved this pond too.  The ducks play an important role in the novel The Catcher in the Rye. 
10. Harlem Meer: popular fishing lake, fish must be thrown back into the water

11. Great Hill: James Baldwin’s favorite  hill coming from Harlem in the novel Go Tell it to the Mountain (Text 18)

12. Security Center

13. Tennis Courts

14. The Great Lawn: free open air concerts (New York Philharmonic Orchestra, Elton John, Simon&Garfunkel, Pavarotti…)

15. The Ramble: bird watcher’s paradise (don’t go in alone, it’s secluded and dangerous)

16. The Lake (with wrought iron bridge)

17. Strawberry Fields: Yoko Ono’s Memorial for John Lennon

18. Sheep Meadow: up until 1934 sheep used to graze here

19. Tavern on the Green: fancy restaurant, used to be sheep barns

20. The Mall: main promenade on Sundays, roller-skaters, performances…

21. Columbus Circle

Monday: The Bohemian Experience

	1. Flatiron Building
	We’ll take the subway to 5th avenue and Broadway and explore Midtown and Lower Manhattan. You’ll certainly notice the strangely shaped building at the intersection of Bdway and 5th Ave.
Steel construction, 1902, tallest building at the time, fun shape, space was expensive, taller and taller. People thought it wouldn’t hold up against winter storms
	

	2. Chelsea Hotel
	Read the info page about the infamous hotel and explore the lobby.

If one of you has read one of the novels dealing with the Chelsea Hotel please present it briefly here.
	Text 10


	The Chelsea Hotel
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Until 1884, the Chelsea Hotel was the highest building in New York City. Today it is burried somewhere in the suburbia of Manhattan. The glamor of ancient time has been nagged away by the destruction done by the years. Only the main entrance with its memorial plates is reminding us of the great past of the hotel. The lobby is resembling an art gallery consisting of objects that sometimes were kept by the hotel management in lieu of payment for a rent long overdue. 

The reception desk looks like straight out of an old black & white Hollywood movie. Both lifts seem to move in slow motion up and down the ten-story building. Sometimes, the inside of the hotel looks like a barracs. But holes in the floors, sqeeking waterpipes or breathing heatpipes only add to the ambiente of the hotel. Nonchalance is being cultivated in this place. Luxury is unwanted. Usefulness, atmosphere and non-conformism are dominating. 
	See the pretty, green Chelsea area. Trendy with artists who left SoHo and Greenwich Village. Also see the infamous Chelsea Hotel at 222, 23rd street.

"The Chelsea Hotel has always been a sort of Tower of Babel of creativity and bad behavior. Some of the world's most gifted and most destructive minds have called 222 West 23rd Street home."


--The International Herald Tribune
"The Chelsea Hotel may be one of the few civilized places in New York, if we mean by civilized freedom of the spirit, tolerance of differences, creativity, and art.
--Richard R. Lingeman, The New York Times Book Review

If you want to check out the trails of the Beat Generation in nowadays New York City, you can't avoid to visit Greenwich Village and Chelsea. The ones who are looking for Rock'n'Roll history, searching for the spirits of Bob Dylan, Janis Joplin, Leonard Cohen, Jim Morrison, Nico or Patti Smith are likely to find some of it within the red brick walls of the Chelsea Hotel, located at 222, West 23rd St. between Seventh and Eight Avenue, where in the past many a famous song has been written.

The Chelsea was famous even back at a time when Mark Twain was living in one of its rooms. Thomas Wolfe and Arthur Miller have been living and writing there. Miller, who stayed six years at the Chelsea described the famous artist's hotel like this: This hotel does not belong to America. There are no vacuum cleaners, no rules and shame...it's the high spot of the surreal. Cautiously, I lifted my feet to move across bloodstained winos passing out on the sidewalks--and I was happy. I witnessed how a new time, the sixties, stumbled into the Chelsea with young, bloodshot eyes.
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Every room at the Chelsea tells its own story. 
In # 205, Welsh poet Dylan Thomas, who reputedly inspired young Zimmerman to change his name to Bob Dylan, fell into a fatal coma after having 18 whiskies in a row. # 100 was once occupied by Sid Vicious, bass player with The Sex Pistols, and his girlfriend Nancy Spungeon. On the morning of October 11, 1978 Spungeon was found in the bathroom, stabbed to death. 

Viscious, arrested under suspicion of murder, died shortly thereafter of a heroin overdose. Jimi Hendrix lived, loved and experimented here, with drugs and other things. Janis Joplin did not only have a love affair with Southern Comfort but also had a short liaison with Leonard Cohen. The canadian rock poet, too, loved the hotel: It's one of those hotels that have everything that I love so well about hotels. I love hotels to which, at four a.m., you can bring along a midget, a bear and four ladies, drag them to your room and no one cares about it at all. 
His song Chelsea Hotel is not only a remembrance of past loves with the likes of Janis Joplin or Nico, it's also a declaration of love towards the hotel: I remember you well in the Chelsea Hotel/ You were taking so brave and so free/ Giving me head on the unmade bed/ While the limousines wait in the street/ Those were the reasons and that was New York/ I was running for the money and the flesh/ That was called love for the workers in song/ Probably still is for those of us left. 

The list of Big names of literature, music or the arts scene who stayed at the Chelsea is seemingly bottomless: Jane Fonda, Jackson Pollock, Brendan Behan, Sarah Bernhardt to name but a few. They all encountered tragedies and comedies. They wrote short stories, movie scripts and novels and painted their pictures. They completed their movies within their heads, long before the actual shooting took place. Some of them had fatal endings... 
For many, the Chelsea was a hideout or regular address for many years, remembers Stanley Bard, who's been the hotel manager for almost 40 years now. Some of them lived here over decades. It was only recently that punk-icon Patti Smith moved out. 

Stanley Bard appears to be friendly but keeps distance, on the other hand he's happy about reminicing every once in a while and he points out the bookcase in his office. I'm collecting every book that has been written in my hotel, he says taking out Thomas Wolfe's novel You Can't Go Home. Many things have happened here, he continues. Jim Morrison, Hendrix and Janis Joplin were having their drug parties here. Today, there's a 'No Smoking' sign in the hotel lobby. 
For many years, Bob Dylan used to live in suite # 2011, # 411 was Janis Joplin's suite. Over the years, Leonard Cohen has lived in many rooms. I like to think of him, back then. He was one of the very few calm ones in these tumultuous times. But perhaps his restlessness was better hidden than that of the others. Most of his time in New York in the sixties he was living at # 424. Long after this, Jon Bon Jovi wrote the song and shot his video for 'Midnight At Chelsea" in suite # 515. 

But Bard refuses to talk about the mysterious Viscious/Spungeon murder case. That's a different story, he says but he's proud of Andy Warhol's love for the hotel. In the 60s, Warhol and Nico have done a movie, Chelsea Girl, at the hotel. All in all it has been a turbulent time back then, Stanley Bard resumes and wistfully finishes, I don't want to have missed any moment in the life of the Chelsea Hotel. 
There's hardly been an artist who has lived in the Chelsea that was not in some way captured by its flair, says Patti Smith. Of course, Leonard Cohen is amongst them and with his song Chelsea Hotel No.2 he not only remembers his former lover Janis Joplin but also puts up a monument to his former hunting trails. 
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	Bob Dylan lived inthe hotel (in room # 205)...in the Sixties
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	Leonard Cohen at the Chelsea Hotel


Leonard Cohen
	Chelsea Hotel # 2
I remember you well in the Chelsea Hotel, 
you were talking so brave and so sweet, 
giving me head on the unmade bed, 
while the limousines wait in the street.

Those were the reasons and that was New York, 
we were running for the money and the flesh. 
And that was called love for the workers in song 
probably still is for those of them left. 

Ah but you got away, didn't you babe, 
you just turned your back on the crowd, 
you got away, I never once heard you say, 
I need you, I don't need you, 
I need you, I don't need you 
and all of that jiving around. 

I remember you well in the Chelsea Hotel 
you were famous, your heart was a legend. 
You told me again you preferred handsome men 
but for me you would make an exception. 
And clenching your fist for the ones like us 
who are oppressed by the figures of beauty, 
you fixed yourself, you said, "Well never mind, 
we are ugly but we have the music." 

	
Ah but you got away, didn't you babe, 
you just turned your back on the crowd, 
you got away, I never once heard you say, 
I need you, I don't need you, 
I need you, I don't need you 
and all of that jiving around. 

I don't mean to suggest that I loved you the best, 
I can't keep track of each fallen robin. 
I remember you well in the Chelsea Hotel, 
that's all, I don't even think of you that often.

© by Leonard Cohen.




Map of Midtown Manhattan

1. Plaza Hotel

2. Fifth Avenue

3. Trump Tower

4. Algonquin Hotel

5. Times Square

6. Circle Line

7. MOMA
8. Seagram Tower, City Corp.
9. Chrysler Bldg

10. Grand Central

11. Byrant Park

12. Macy’s and Dafffy’s

13. Empire State Bldg.
I. Flatiron Bldg

II. Chelsea Hotel
	Walking tour of Greenwich Village, East Village, SoHo 
Old part of town, 19th century 

Washington Square: then and now

1820s and 30s 

1880s..90s.. 

1920s and 30s: 

1950s…

Now: 
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	Greenwich Village: 

between 14th St and Houston St, the Hudson River and 4thAve/Bowery. Old, European style “Village” with curved streets and lots of trees, had already been built before the 1811 decision to build streets in a regular grid system. Green front yards, nice old buildings…

Washington Square used to be farmland for growing tobacco, later a graveyard for the poor, the large tree in the northwest corner was used as a gallows up to 1820. First buildings around the square around 1820…

Now place full of roller-skaters doing fancy tricks, circus artists, esoteric healers and students from the nearby New York University. 
On Sunday mornings you’ll meet “Jesus” in Wash.Sq. shouting “Sister, Jesus loves you and will save you…” He wants to save the inhabitants of the Village from all the evil around (such as homosexuality, drugs, bad morals…)

Many people moved to the Village during the big epidemics of yellow-fever in 1822.

1830s: University of New York, attracted intellectuals like Walt Whitman, Edgar Allan Poe…

Later the village deteriorated and almost became a slum at the end of the 19th century. 

At the turn  of the 20th  century the Village was discovered by the artists and critical thinkers. In the 1920s and 30s the Village was the center of avant-garde culture; in the 50s the Beatniks and anti-Vietnam activists came here. The Village became gentrified and the real artists then moved to the East Village to start again.

Examples of such gentrified streets are Bleeker St. and MacDougal St. They are full of restaurants, Cafés, gift- and souvenir-shops…

Now:
The Village is still a vibrant place, you’ll find lots of Jazz-clubs, Off-Off Broadway theaters and restaurants. Many of the waiters work in both; they serve you coffee during the day and act in the theaters at night.

The Village is also a center of the gay-scene of N.Y. (esp. the western part around Christopher Street).

Nice places and streets to visit are:
· St. Luke’s Place (ital. style of 1850s)
· Grove Street and Grove Court (nr. 10-12) (Read the O’Henry story “The Last Leaf”)   Text 11
· Bedford Street (Chumley’s nr. 86: a “speakeasy” from the times of prohibition. Writers used to meet and discuss their works and drink illegal alcohol in such speakeasies.)

· Shopsin’s (63 Bedford st./Morton St) excentric café with pancakes, sandwiches, soups…

· Cornelia St. Café (29 Cornelia St, near Bleecker St) was Suzanne Vega’s favorite café, also has poetry readings

· Waverly Place, Bleecker Street

· Washington Square

· Christopher Park (George Segal’s sculpture “Gay Liberation)

	
	


	East Village 
1950s, 60s artists moved to the East Village (Beat Generation: Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg, William Burroughs.... pop-artists: Andy Warhol, Jazz: John Coltrane, )

St. Mark’s in the Bowery: The church opened its doors to all the critical thinkers of the time:

Anti-Vietnam movement

communists during McCarthy area

lesbian and gay people

Black Panthers

1970s: Drug dealers moved in, the East Village became an infamous, dangerous place

1980s: Artists moved in again starting from the west. Very international community (Whites, Blacks, Hispanics…) colorful neighborhoods, little mosaics on lampposts and walls symbolize the multicultural patchwork community, nice yards, flowers, artwork…

Walk through the ABCs (the streets that connect avenues A, B and C and get an impression of the area.

Present Day: Rents have risen again, become unaffordable for many residents, Yuppies moving in…

Add your own impressions:

We’ll then walk through Soho (Wonster Street, Broome Street)  to Little Italy and have dinner in Chinatown

	Gentrification: 

We are going to see the different stages of  gentrification in these areas. A cheap, run-down area is turned into a posh neighborhood.

As you walk through the area note the different stages. We will discuss your impressions later.

1. Artists find a cheap area where they can afford the rents for studios and apartments. They move in and start a lively, vibrant community.

2. Galleries, shops, bars and restaurants follow

3. Real estate agents start to sell the area as an arty area. They attract people who want to take part in the new, vibrant, bohemian life-style: Wall Street yuppies, advertising people, dentists, lawyers… 

4. Rents rise and the artists move away because they can no longer afford to live there. They move to another cheap, run-down area and start again.
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 No more yuppies, please!

A few highlights you might want to see:

· The Nuyorican Poets Café (3rd St between Ave B and C)

· Appartment of Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac and William Burroughss (206 East 7th St.)

· Les Deux Megots Coffeehouse (7th St)

· Café Le Metro (2nd Ave)

· Tenth Street coffeehouse

All three were popular with artists (John Coltrane, Billie Holiday, Charles Mingus, Ginsberg, Kerouac, Frank O’Hara

· St. Mark’s in the Bowery (church that supported the artists and dissidents, 2nd Ave and 10th Street)

· The Fillmore East : 2nd Ave(concert hall where Elton John, Janice Joplin, The Doors… performed in the 70s)

· McSorrellie’Bar on E7th street, dusty bar, hasn’t been dusted since the 1800s… just for a quick look!

· 2nd and 3rd street, Jewish Delis

Read: The Beat Generation in the East Village, Allen Ginsberg (Text 12)

Read: Nik Cohn, The heart of the world … Chinatown                                      Text 13



Greenwich Village highlights 

1. Washington Square

2. 8th street (shoes and boutiques)
3. Jefferson Market Courthouse (at 8th street and Sixth Ave), a fairytale castle (1877) (courthouse and jail, now public library)
4. Village Square and Greenwich Avenue  (quaint little shops, such as Alphabets outlet at No. 47…) Make a U-turn and walk back to Christopher Street.
5. Christopher Street (historically main street of the gay movement, now they have moved up to 14th and higher) At Sheridan Square you’ll see the small Christopher Park with George Segal’s sculpture “Gay Liberation)

6. Turn left into Bedford Street (quiet residential street with pretty houses)

7. Corner at Bedford and Morton Street: Chumley’s: an old speakeasy that’s still a favorite with Village literate. There’s a secret entrance around the corner on quaint, quiet Barrow Street. During prohibition times writers used to meet and discuss their works and drink illegal alcohol in such speakeasies.)

8. Also have a look at Commerce Street and 75 Bedford Street (said to be Manhattan’s narrowest house just over 3 meters wide).

9. When you hit Seventh Avenue again, bear right and walk one block to the lovely old townhouses at St Luke’s Place (Italian style of 1850s). Walk around the curve and turn right onto Hudson Street. Walking north, you’ll pass the pretty red brick St Luke’s in the Fields church. Then turn into Grove Street and look for the pretty Grove Court at no. 10-12. This is the setting of O’Henry’s shortstory “The Last Leaf”.
10. Continue along Hudson Street and don’t miss the famous White Horse Tavern, which was one of Dylan Thomas’ favorite hang-outs (Welsh poet). Around it you’ll see lots of antique stores and restaurants. Continue straight up to Abingdon Square. The area north of here is called the Meatpacking District – it’s the current hotspot of Manhattan:  If you still have some energy left, explore this area a little. It’s a perfect example of the gentrification process. You’ll find a mixture of the old butcher shops and new chic boutiques, restaurants and shops.

11. Walk back down through Bleeker Street and have a look into Cornelia Street : You’ll see Suzanne Vega’s favorite café at nr. 29. (Cornelia Street Café). There are still poetry readings – check out the program if you like.

12. Walk back to Washington Square and take a break watching the break-dancers at the fountain.

Jewish New York
	Jewish Life in New York:
We’ll take the subway to Williamsburgh and walk through a Jewish orthodox neighborhood and have breakfast at a Jewish deli.

Then we will walk back across the bridge (great photo opportunity) and take a walk through the Lower East Side.

Ground Zero. We’ll briefly explore lower Manhattan’s financial district (Wall Street…) and then ride back up to our hotel and get ready for our trip home.


	Info:

New York has a huge Jewish community. You will learn about Jewish life (kosher food, Sabbath rules, dress code…) and see orthodox Jews working and living there.
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Jews have always belonged to the intellectual, artistic and political elite of America. Some of the well-known names are:
Entertainment: the Mark Brothers, Woody Allen…
Writers: Henry Roth, Philip Roth, Norman Mailer, Paul Auster, Max Frisch, Bernard Malamud, Isaak Asimov… 
Music: George Gershwin, Leonard Bernstein, Barbra Streisand, Bob Dylan…
Politics: Henry Kissinger, Ed Koch…

Note that there are many other Jewish areas in N.Y. For example “diamond row” (47th street, mainly between 5th and 6th Ave.

Read “The Jews of New York" and the info-page about Woody Allen’s Manhattan
(Texts 17and 18)



A Jewish Tour of the Lower East Side In its turn-of-the-century heyday, the Lower East Side was home to a flourishing Jewish community of Germans, Eastern Europeans, Russians and Greeks. They lived in cramped tenements and peddled pushcarts or toiled in the garment industry for a living—when they weren’t agitating for social reform, or establishing synagogues, community centers, Yiddish theaters and newspapers. These days, the neighborhood has a different flavor. New waves of Chinese or Latino immigrants have set up their own shops, bodegas and religious sites, converting defunct synagogues into churches and Buddhist temples. And though still an immigrant hub, the area is also decidedly hip, with pricey boutiques, swanky nightspots, rising rents, and even a celebrity-proprietor: the quirky, vegan musician Moby has set up his own tea shop here. But beneath the L.E.S.'s everchanging identity, remnants of a gritty, tumultuous, and Jewish past remain.
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Now wedged between Chinese restaurants, fish markets, and hair salons, the resilient Eldridge Street Synagogue was designed and built more than a century ago by Jewish Eastern European immigrants. The synagogue opened in 1887, becoming the spiritual home for the first Eastern European Orthodox Jewish congregation in America. After years of makeshift gatherings in tenements, bakeries and storefronts, New York City Jews flocked to Eldridge Street; crowds were so great that policeman patrolled the area on horseback during the high holy days when as many as 1,000 people might attend services. Today, the congregation is still active, celebrating the Sabbath and performing religious services in the basement bes midrash. 
The façade and interior of the synagogue reflect an eclectic mix of Moorish, Romanesque, and Gothic influences: 70-foot vaulted ceilings, stained glass windows, intricate carvings, and trompe l’oeil murals. In accordance with the old European tradition, the bimah (a platform from which the Torah is read) sits in the center of the sanctuary. Docents provide informal tours to handfuls of visitors who are welcome to wander, snap photos, or scan the tiny selection of postcards and topical books. • Eldridge Street Synagogue 12 Eldridge St, 212-219-0903, 212-219-0888 
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	So, wondering what those teeming tenements actually looked like? A guided tour is your only way into the Lower East Side Tenement Museum, a five-floor landmark built in 1863 whose apartments have been furnished to interpret the lives of former residents. Tour groups cluster in the narrow, dim, crumbling, and yet surprisingly ornate tenement entryway before heading upstairs to visit the apartments. Each apartment tour relates the tale of a different family. On one tour, the lives of garment workers are played out—from the birth of a shop owner's son to a shiva call for a family mourning a garment presser felled by tuberculosis. On another, learn how the Gumpertz and Baldizzi families scraped by during the Great Depressions of 1873 and 1929. Hint: If you have kids, opt for the Confino Family tour where children are free to touch things, try on clothes, and pester the “costumed interpreter” who plays Victoria Confino, a teenage Sephardic-Jew from Greece. Tour tickets are sold at the gift shop, which also carries black-and-white historic postcards, journals, kids toys, hip souvenirs, and a slew of books on New York, cultural studies, urban studies, Judaica, travel, and cooking. 
• Lower East Side Tenement Museum, 97 Orchard St., 212-431-0233, tenement.org. Purchase tickets at the Museum gift shop on 90 Orchard St.
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	The only Romaniote (Greek Jewish) synagogue left in the Western Hemisphere, Kehila Kedosha Janina struggles to keep alive the traditions and liturgy of its dwindling congregation. Distinct from Ashkenazim and Sephardim, Hellenized Jews were once scattered throughout the Mediterranean, absorbing and contributing to both Greek and Ottoman Turkish culture. A band of Jewish immigrants from the Greek village of Janina established the synagogue in 1927. Recently, their descendents have recorded prayers and excerpts from weekly services and have converted the balcony—traditionally reserved for women—into a simple, informative museum. Maps, posters, photographs, brochures and a brief video trace the history of the Romaniotes. Docents are on-hand to lead casual tours, share stories and recipes, and even ply visitors with the stash of cookies and soda kept in the basement. Don’t forget to poke around the sanctuary as well. The elaborate olive wood and metal tiks encasing the torahs are uniquely Romaniote as is the placement of the seats that run parallel along the sides of the bimah. • Kehila Kedosha Janina, 280 Broome St. at Allen St., 212-431-1619, kkjsm.org
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	Locals and tourists alike stream into big, bustling Katz’s Delicatessen, the oldest deli in New York (est. 1888) and the only one where the pastrami and corned beef are still hand-cut. Take a ticket upon entering and choose whether to wait for table service or to brave the lines, place your order with a wisecracking counterman, and watch him at work. A sign hangs from the ceiling, pointing towards the table where Meg Ryan and Billy Crystal sat during the “I’ll have what she’s having” scene from When Harry Met Sally. Photos of celebrities and politicians plaster the walls; neon signs urge “Send a salami to your boy in the army” and boast “No connection with any other store.” Specialties include soft salami, liverwurst, knockwurst, knishes, frankfurters, and matzo ball soup. A word of warning: this may be the bargain district, but the sandwiches aren’t cheap ($9.15 for a salami sub?) and they aren’t kosher either. 
• Katz’s Delicatessen, 205 Houston St. at Ludlow St., 
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	Dried fruits and nuts, chocolates and cheeses line the shelves of the pristine specialty food shop Russ & Daughters, run by the Russes since 1914. Historic photographs above the counters suggest little inside the shop has changed. Fish is still the biggest draw—from the classic bagel and lox to nova, smoked salmon, homemade pickled herring, and Caspian Sea caviar. 

• Russ & Daughters, 179 E. Houston St., 212-475-4880, russanddaughters.com
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	Family-owned and operated for five generations, Streit’s Matzo Company is the last neighborhood matzo factory left. Step inside their kosher shop and peer through windows into the oven-filled space where all the matzos are made—lightly salted, egg & onion, whole wheat and more. Ask around and chances are a family member will give you the tour.

• Streit’s Matzo Company, 148-150 Rivington St., at the corner of Suffolk St., 212-475-7000, streitsmatzos.com
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	Take a detour along a quiet stretch of East Broadway, home to a handful of turn-of-the-century Jewish landmarks as well as a small, active Orthodox community. The imposing Forward Building was once the headquarters of The Jewish Daily Forward, a Yiddish-language paper that promoted social reform while striving to expose its readers to American culture and customs. Down the block lies the Educational Alliance, a community center established in 1889 to provide immigrants with language and art classes, a free library, and help “Americanizing.” Keep heading north and you’ll hit Shteibl Row, a series of former tenements converted into shuls where worshippers still gather. The nearby Henry Street Settlement, founded by social worker Lillian Wald in 1893, offers numerous educational and social services, while also contributing to the work of the Abrons Arts Center, a collection of theaters, art studios, and dance spaces found across the street. 
• Forward Building, 175 E. Broadway
• Educational Alliance, 197 E. Broadway, 
• Shteibl Row, E. Broadway, between Clinton and Montgomery Sts. • Henry Street Settlement, 265 Henry St., 
	[image: image46.png]



[image: image47.png]il
il

~ill





	You’ve made it this far along East Broadway, another block or two and you’ll have the Bialystoker Synagogue under your belt as well. Built in 1826, the Federal-style building originally housed a Methodist Church and served as a stop on the Underground Railroad. A door along the balcony exposes a roughly 200-year old ladder leading to an attic where Canada-bound slaves hid during the Civil War. In 1905 a congregation of Polish Jews from, that’s right, Bialystok, converted the building into a synagogue. The stunning, three-story Ark was transported from Italy that same year and recently gilded in gold. Paintings of zodiac symbols corresponding to the Jewish months of the year span the sanctuary ceiling. Bialystoker offers frequent services and boasts a modern-day membership of 450. • Bialystoker Synagogue, 7-11 Willett St., 
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	• Gertel’s Bakery 53Hestor St., 212-982-3250
Trays parked outside the tiny doorway affirm the faded sign overhead: “baking done on premises.” While the staff is heavily Hispanic, the goodies remain decidedly Jewish and Eastern European: raspberry, chocolate, apricot and cinnamon raisin rugelach, challah bread, poppy seed cake, bowties and cookies with apricot paste.                 

• Essex Street Market 120 Essex St. at Delancey St.,  Hoping to rid the streets of pushcart peddlers, Mayor Fiorello H. La Guardia set up this indoor market in 1939. Batista Grocery, Luis’s Meat Market and the bulk of today’s food, tchotcke and clothing stands cater to Latino tastes. A notable exception: Schapiro’s Wines, a LES fixture since 1899, sells kosher wines on weekdays.
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SYMPTOM RECITAL


I do not like my state of mind; 


I'm bitter, querulous, unkind.


I hate my legs, I hate my hands, 


I do not yearn for lovelier lands.


I dread the dawn's recurrent light; 


I hate to go to bed at night. 


I snout at simple, earnest folk. 


I cannot take the gentlest joke. 


I find no peace in paint or type. 


My world is but a lot of tripe.


I'm disillusioned, empty-breasted. 


For what I think, I'd be arrested. 


I am not sick, I am not well.


My quondam dreams are shot to hell. 


My soul is crushed, my spirit sore; 


I do not like me any more. 


I cavil, quarrel, grumble, grouse. 


I ponder on the narrow house. 


I shudder at the thought of men . 


I'm due to fall in love again.





Social Note


Lady, lady, should you meet 


One whose ways are all discreet, 


One who murmurs that his wife 


Is the lodestar of his life,


One who keeps assuring you 


That he never was untrue,


Never loved another one… 


Lady, lady, better run!








Resume


Razors pain you; 


Rivers are damp; 


Acids stain you;


And drugs cause cramp. 


Guns aren't lawful; 


Nooses give;


Gas smells awful;


You might as well live.





General Review of the 


Sex Situation


Woman wants monogamy;


Man delights in novelty.


Love is woman's moon and sun; Man has other forms of fun. Woman lives but in her lord; Count to ten, and man is bored. With this the gist and sum of it, What earthly good can come of it?





Men


They hail you as their morning star 


Because you are the way you are.


If you return the sentiment,


They'll try to make you different;


And once they have you, safe and sound, 


They want to change you all around.


Your moods and ways they put a curse on; 


They'd make of you another person. 


They cannot let you go your gait;


They influence and educate,


They'd alter all that they admired.


They make me sick, they make me tired.





Unfortunate Coincidence


By the time you swear you're his, 


Shivering and sighing,


And he vows his passion is


Infinite, undying


Lady, make a note of this:


One of you is lying.








�	 The subway (Interborough Rapid Transit)
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