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Yellowed with age, smudged with editing marks and the author's own ink-covered fingerprints, the scroll is a relic of a literary phenomenon.



In 1947 Jack Kerouac returned home to New York after his first trip through the continent. He wanted to create a realistic picture of life in America and started to write down his adventure – 5000 words a day in unfiltered, spontaneous prose   ( a bit like your reading diaries).
The two main characters are Sal Paradise (Jack Kerouac himself), who narrates the story, and Dean Moriarty (Neal Cassady) who travel through America in a restless, aimless way, breaking limits and looking for life. The road becomes a metaphor for life, like a labyrinth that you walk to find your center.
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Kerouac wrote the novel in a coffee-saturated, 21-day typewriter marathon at a friend's apartment in New York City in 1951. 

When finally published six years later, it won critical acclaim as an unconventional masterpiece, defining a post-World War II generation of intellectual outlaws on an aimless, odyssey across the US landscape. 

But while some - including The New York Times - praised its publication, others dismissed it. "That's not writing. That's typing," author Truman Capote said in a review of Kerouac's book. 

It's the way that it was written that, in many ways, is more important than what it really is.," said Howard Collinson, director of the University of Iowa Museum of Art, which will show the entire scroll in 2005. "That it kind of just spewed out of him is what it's all about."
But the stream of consciousness, jump-cut, rapid motion of the book will not be as strange as it was to readers a generation ago.
Read the following extract. What is Sal saying about Times Square? What does it stand for?
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