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HIS SWINGIN' '60s CREDENTIALS: This Southern literary genius and social-climbing jet-setter penned best-selling novels that became acclaimed '60s movies: Breakfast at Tiffany's and In Cold Blood. 

CATEGORIES OF SWINGIN' CHICK: Writer, TV Star and Movie Star
BIRTH: Truman was born on September 30th of 1924, making him 35-45 during the '60s. His exotic birthplace: New Orleans, Louisiana. His moniker at birth: Truman Streckfus Persons (Capote was the name of his mother's second husband).
IMPACT ON THE '60s: Truman knew his impact: "There's never been anybody like me," he once told a biographer, "and after I'm gone there ain't ever gonna be anybody like me again." Truman revolutionized modern literature with his "nonfiction novel," In Cold Blood, published in part in the New Yorker in '65 and as a book in '66, becoming one of the landmarks in modern literary history. He had spent six years on the book, doing hundreds of interviews and compiling 6000 pages of notes. The book was about the senseless murder of the four members of the Clutter family on a farm in Garden City, Kansas, reported in the New York Times on November 16, 1959. Dick Hickock and Perry Smith were captured on December 30, '59, and they were executed on April 14th of '65. Published as a book the next year, In Cold Blood was his masterpiece, and it was made into a startling film in '67. The tragedy and the book had quite an impact on him: Just after it was published he said, "The whole experience for me was a very enlargening one because I came to know and feel I understood a kind of world that was really new and alien to me. I always had a certain feeling of great sadness because of the events that happened," and later he added that if he had known what the book was going to cost him emotionally, he never would've started it. Part of the fascination with readers was how cold-blooded the killers were: "I really admired Mr. Clutter," said Perry Smith, "right up to the moment I slit his throat." While researching In Cold Blood, he was in attendance when the two killers were executed in Kansas in 1965, Truman watched the first hanging, but he ran out of the warehouse where the gallows were located before the second execution.
CAREER IN THE '60s: At the very beginning of the decade Truman was riding high on the success of his novella Breakfast at Tiffany's. It was made into a '61 movie starring the unforgettable Audrey Hepburn, though he himself thought Marilyn Monroe would've been a better Holly Golightly. About Hollywood, Truman himself once said, "They can ruin your book ... they cast Audrey Hepburn in my Breakfast at Tiffany's, and I adore Audrey, but she was miscast -- she is no hillbilly, nor, really, a tomboy. Jodie Foster would be ideal in a remake." Though many socialites at the time thought they were the person on whom he'd based Holly, she actually was a composite of a half-dozen women he knew. He then spent the next six years hard at work on In Cold Blood. After its success, he then virtually retired to live off his fame and hang with the jet set, later getting the nickname "the tiny terror" for his proclivity for good gossip. He also starred in the documentary A Visit with Truman Capote ('66) and threw the decade's biggest party, the infamous, exclusive, legendary Black and White Ball at the Plaza Hotel. The party, thrown for Washington Post publisher Katherine Graham, was on November 28, 1966 and went from 10 p.m. until breakfast the next morning. Among the hundreds of stars in attendance, all wearing exotic masks as required by the invitation, were his "swans" (the elegant ladies he socialized with), plus Frank Sinatra and Mia Farrow, George Plimpton, Penelope Tree, Walter Cronkite, Walter Matthau, Candice Bergen, Joan Fontaine, and Tallulah Bankhead. "An extraordinary thing in its way," commented Truman later, "but as fas as I was concerned it was just a private party and nobody's business."
CAREER OUTSIDE THE '60s: Truman's parents were from Alabama, and his dad was a con man frequently in trouble with the law. When his mom got divorced and split for New York, Truman was raised by his Aunt Sook in Monroeville, Alabama, near where Harper Lee (To Kill a Mockingbird) was raised. His mom remarried when Truman was eight, and he went to live with her in NYC. There he took the last name Capote. Truman's first job was as an eighteen-year-old copy boy at the New Yorker magazine in '43, but all along he had been keeping a journal and he had hopes of getting published. They didn't publish him, but Mademoiselle did in '45, his first story was "Miriam" and it won him an O. Henry award for short stories. In '47 Life profiled him as one of the country's up-and-coming writers. His first novel, the gothic Other Voices Other Rooms in '48, was one of the the first to deal with gay themes, but it was more famous for the provocative photo of precocious Truman on the back cover that showed him reclining on a couch (shown at right). An influential and prominent member of the gay community in the '50s, he hob-nobbed with the rich and famous as a "boy wonder" of the jet set, a fresh, funny presence who always knew the latest gossip. Sadly, in '54 his mom, now an alcoholic, mocked his lifestyle, and she ended up committing suicide. His breakthrough work, Breakfast at Tiffany's, was published in '58, and the next year Truman began researching the Clutter killings in Kansas for In Cold Blood. After the '60s, in the '70s-'80s he hung with Warhol, Liza, and the whole Studio 54 scene. He turned to the young Studio 54 crowd after his older, established high-society friends turned their back on him, angry that he was writing about them in his ever-forthcoming but never-finished book Answered Prayers. Ten years in production, that book was going to be the tell-all inside story of the rich and famous, with thinly disguised characters representing real people, but when Truman's friends found out that he was using them and their lives as book material, and that he had made them seem like ordinary people, they made him a social pariah, shutting him out from all social contact for the last years of his life, bringing on a terrible, lasting depression for him. His defense was that he let everyone know he was a journalist, that of course he would write about these people, since they knew who and what he was when they invited him to their events. "I've got the one thing I most want, and that is my own wits," he said, but clearly he was devastated at being ostracized as an outcast. Parts of Answered Prayers were published in Esquire magazine in the mid-'70s, and that's when he got the nickname "the tiny terror." Unfortunately, Truman's drinking and drug-taking became public knowledge in the '70s, because in '76 he was arrested for drunk driving and in '78 he made a rambling, incoherent appearance on New York's "Stanley Siegel Show" in which he made a public spectacle of himself on live TV. In '82 he was told his brain was shrinking and that he had only six months to live. Resigned to his imminent death, he said, "Sometimes oblivion is a nice place to be" near the end of his life. Truman died of alcohol/drug abuse on August 23, 1984, at almost sixty years old. The last chapters of his Answered Prayers were supposedly left in a safety-deposit box.
[image: image3.jpg]


TALENT: Truman developed an amazing literary style that's still studied and imitated, even though he himself was a terrible student in school and only cared about his English classes. He also could've been an accomplished actor, in fact he received a Golden Globe nomination for his work in Murder by Death, '76. However, in Music for Chameleons he said, "I'm not an actor; I have no desire to be one. I did it as a lark; I thought it would be amusing, and it was fun, more or less, but it was also hard work. ... I was adequate." Perhaps his greatest talent was as a social gadfly, later he said that he knew "everybody" and had been everywhere. And he was a great partier, loving the nightlife. So skilled was he at putting his Black and White Ball together, the New York Times printed his impressive guest list in its pages! Speaking of talents, in Music for Chameleons Truman names some of the things he can do:
"I can ice-skate. I can ski. I can read upside down. I can ride a skateboard. I can hit a tossed can with a .38 revolver. I have driven a Maserati (at dawn, on a flat, lonely Texas road) at 170 mph. I can make a souffle Furstenburg ... I can tap dance. I can type sixty words a minute."
He also lists some of the things he can't do:

"I can't recite the alphabet, at least not correctly or all the way through (not even under hypnosis; it's an impediment that has fascinated several psychotherapists). I am a mathematical imbecile -- I can add, more or less, but I can't subtract, and I failed first-year algebra three times, even with the help of a private tutor. I can read without glasses, but I can't drive without them. I can't speak Italian, even though I lived in Italy a total of nine years. I can't make a prepared speech -- it has to be spontaneous, "on the wing."
HIS '60s LOOK: He sadly ruined his handsome looks with drugs and drink so that you can barely see in the Truman of the late '60s what a beautiful boy he'd been  in the '40s. Granted, he was in his 40s during the 1960s, but that doesn't mean his appearance had to change so radically -- compare him to someone like Helen Gurley Brown, who was two years older but held onto her looks and seemed to improve with age relative to her peers, thanks to her healthy diet and desire to continue working productively at a peak level for as long as possible. Truman always seemed to dress conservatively, often wearing hats and scarves and turtlenecks. He was frequently on magazine covers, and he made the cover of Life magazine on May 12, '67.
LIFESTYLE: Truman's style was something he just accepted, and he never tried to hide his homosexuality -- style was "simply there," he said, "like the color of your eyes." He traveled with royalty, vacationed with the social elite, and partied with Hollywood legends. To prove that he knew "everybody" and had been "everywhere," he used to relate this example: he personally knew JFK, RFK, Lee Harvey Oswald, and Sirhan Sirhan all completely independently of each other before any assassinations took place, an amazing fact if it's true. In private, he had a 35-year relationship with another writer, Jack Dunphy, whom he had met in '48. They lived together in New York, Switzerland, and in the Hamptons (Breakfast at Tiffany's is dedicated to Dunphy). They met in '48, Dunphy was ten years his senior. One love affair that was particularly interesting was discussed in Ultra Violet's book Famous for 15 Minutes, in which she writes about the long relationship between Truman and Andy Warhol. The two New Yorkers met in '51, and Andy said he then wrote to Truman daily for a year. Andy also said that he and Truman were secretly engaged for ten years, exchanging naked photographs instead of rings. His illustrations of Truman's book The Stories of Truman Capote became Andy's first solo exhibit.
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EXTRAS: Truman once said that "in California you lose a point off your I.Q. every year," and "most actors are stupid" ... actress Estelle Winwood once said about him: "Underneath, he wants to be liked, but he's got the warmth of an alligator" ... an example of Truman's wit: once on the Johnny Carson show he told a story about a man who dropped his pants in front of Truman and asked for an autograph right on his unit -- Truman stayed cool and said he didn't think it was big enough to fit an autograph on it, but perhaps he could initial it ... in his book Music for Chameleons, Truman tells Marilyn Monroe the name of the most attractive woman he ever met: Barbara "Babe" Paley, wife of the CBS president ... in that same book Truman also declares what should be inscribed on his tombstone, "an excuse, a phrase I use about almost any commitment: I TRIED TO GET OUT OF IT, BUT I COULDN'T."
Click on the linkage in the Table o' Contents on the left to select another Swingin' Chick of the '60s, baby.
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