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GIBS Profile
Graz International Bilingual School – GIBS
GIBS is a bilingual (German-English) secondary state school currently with approximately 500 students attending between ages ten to eighteen.

An internationally orientated secondary school for grades 5-12, GIBS’ demanding entrance requirements, innovative teaching methods and qualitatively high standards have earned national public recognition in recent years including that of being ranked by an independent survey in 2006 as the Best School in Austria.1  Nearly 100% of graduating GIBS students pursue higher education at institutions across the world.

The language of instruction is English in the form of “flexible monolingualism.”  Even though most students upon arrival speak little or no English, after an intensive phase of language acquisition, they have achieved a level of language competence which enables them to fully participate in normal lessons conducted in English.  During the initial five school years, cross-curricular projects employ interrelated vocabulary and language skills in different subjects to further support English acquisition.
By offering a choice between French and Spanish in Year 3 and in Year 5 between Latin, Spanish, French and another foreign language, GIBS actively encourages pluri-lingualism.  In Year 7, History is taught in French.  Years 6-8 offer students a Course System which encourages in-depth study and provides the opportunity to pursue their particular interests.  The Course System also allows for the study of an additional foreign language.
Native speaker co-teachers in every language enhance an authentic language acquisition.  Students from non-German speaking backgrounds receive instruction in German as a foreign language.

Learning, teaching and communicating in several languages is one of the foremost goals of the GIBS program.  The students’ excellent language skills should encourage their respect for cultural diversity within and beyond the school. 

1  Österreich Magazine, http://www.oe24.at/oesterreich/Das_sind_Oesterreichs_beste_Schulen_43320.ece

